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What is an impostor syndrome?

Impostor syndrome is a psychological phenomenon in which an individual doubts their 
accomplishments and abilities, and has a persistent fear of being exposed as a fraud or 
impostor. Despite external evidence of their competence, individuals with impostor 
syndrome believe that they have somehow fooled others into thinking they are more 
capable than they actually are.

Impostor syndrome can affect people in all fields, from high-achieving professionals to 
students and artists. It can be particularly common among those who are high-achieving 
or have achieved success at a young age, and may be exacerbated by societal 
expectations, pressure to perform, or feelings of isolation.

Symptoms of impostor syndrome may include a persistent feeling of inadequacy, self-
doubt, and anxiety about being exposed as a fraud. People with impostor syndrome 
may also have difficulty accepting praise or recognition for their accomplishments, or 
may attribute their success to external factors such as luck or timing rather than their 
own abilities.

Although impostor syndrome can be challenging to overcome, there are several 
strategies that may help, including seeking support from others, reframing negative 
thoughts, and learning to internalize one's successes and accomplishments.

Give 3 examples

Here are three examples of how impostor syndrome can manifest in different situations:
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1. A high-achieving student who has earned top grades throughout their academic 
career may still feel like they don't truly belong at their prestigious university. They 
may worry that their admission was a fluke, or that they aren't as intelligent or 
talented as their peers. Despite external evidence of their academic prowess, they 
may struggle with feelings of inadequacy and self-doubt.

2. A successful entrepreneur who has built a thriving business may still feel like they 
are just "faking it" and don't deserve their success. They may worry that they don't 
have the business acumen or leadership skills to truly lead their company, or that 
they were simply lucky to hit upon a profitable idea. Despite evidence of their 
business savvy, they may struggle with feelings of imposterism and anxiety about 
being exposed as a fraud.

3. An artist who has received critical acclaim and recognition for their work may still 
feel like they aren't a "real" artist. They may worry that they aren't creative enough, 
or that their work isn't as meaningful or important as that of other artists. Despite 
external evidence of their talent and success, they may struggle with feelings of self-
doubt and a persistent fear of being exposed as a fraud.

10 Questions to determine if you have an impostor syndrome

Here are ten questions that can help you determine if you have impostor syndrome:

1. Do you feel like you are "faking it" and don't actually deserve your success or 
accomplishments?

2. Do you worry that others will discover that you aren't as intelligent, talented, or 
capable as they think you are?

3. Do you find it difficult to accept praise or recognition for your accomplishments, and 
feel uncomfortable when others celebrate your successes?

4. Do you attribute your successes to external factors such as luck, timing, or other 
people's help, rather than your own abilities and hard work?

5. Do you compare yourself to others and feel like you don't measure up, even when 
you have achieved a high level of success?
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6. Do you fear failure or making mistakes, and feel like even small missteps could lead 
to catastrophic consequences?

7. Do you feel like you need to work harder and achieve more in order to prove to 
yourself and others that you are capable?

8. Do you struggle with self-doubt and negative self-talk, often telling yourself that you 
aren't good enough or don't deserve success?

9. Do you feel like you need to be perfect in order to be successful, and are afraid to 
take risks or try new things because of the possibility of failure?

10. Do you feel like you are constantly trying to prove yourself to others and seek 
validation from external sources, rather than feeling confident and secure in your 
own abilities?


