
AI-00258 ICU Rotation 1

AI-00258 ICU Rotation
Owner R Rigel Arcayan

Tags MD

Created time

Can you give me an idea of what to expect in my first week of MD residency in ICU? Be 
specific.  The ICU is my first department rotation ever as a resident doctor after med 
school.  I am working at Mt Sinai Morningside NYC.

ChatGPT

Congratulations on starting your residency at Mt Sinai Morningside in the ICU! The first 
week of your residency in the ICU can be both exciting and challenging. Here's a 
specific breakdown of what you can generally expect:

1. Orientation: You'll begin with a comprehensive orientation, where you'll receive an 
overview of the ICU's policies, procedures, and workflows. You'll also become 
familiar with the electronic medical record (EMR) system used in the ICU.

2. Introduction to the team: You'll meet your attending physicians, senior residents, 
nurses, and other healthcare professionals who will be part of your ICU team. They 
will guide you throughout the rotation and provide support as you get acclimated.

3. Patient rounds: You'll join the multidisciplinary team for patient rounds, where you'll 
review each patient's medical history, current condition, and treatment plans. You'll 
learn how to perform a thorough physical examination and interpret various 
diagnostic tests.

4. Learning about equipment: The ICU is equipped with specialized monitoring devices 
and life-support equipment. You'll receive training on how to use and interpret data 
from devices such as ventilators, cardiac monitors, arterial lines, and central lines.

5. Shadowing: Initially, you'll spend time observing and learning from experienced 
residents and attending physicians. This will allow you to become familiar with the 
routine, gain exposure to critical care management, and understand the decision-
making process.
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6. Procedures: You may have the opportunity to observe or assist with various 
procedures, such as intubations, central line insertions, arterial line placements, and 
chest tube insertions. Proper sterile technique and safety protocols will be 
emphasized.

7. Educational sessions: There will be educational sessions tailored to the needs of 
ICU residents. These sessions may include case discussions, lectures on critical 
care topics, and journal clubs to keep you updated on the latest research and 
treatment guidelines.

8. Collaborative care: You'll work closely with nurses, respiratory therapists, 
pharmacists, and other healthcare professionals to provide comprehensive care for 
your patients. Collaborative rounds and interdisciplinary meetings will enhance your 
understanding of the team-based approach to patient management.

9. Work hours and responsibilities: As an ICU resident, you can expect long hours, 
including overnight shifts. You'll be responsible for monitoring your patients closely, 
responding to emergencies, and adjusting treatment plans under the guidance of 
your attending physician.

Remember that this is a general outline, and the specific details may vary based on the 
policies and practices at Mt Sinai Morningside. It's always a good idea to communicate 
with your program director or senior residents to get a more accurate understanding of 
what to expect in your first week. Best of luck with your residency!

Do I need to know everything on my first week?

ChatGPT

No, it's not expected for you to know everything in your first week of MD residency in the 
ICU. The purpose of residency is to provide you with hands-on training and experience 
while working under the guidance of experienced physicians. The first week is primarily 
focused on familiarizing yourself with the ICU environment, the healthcare team, and the 
basic protocols and procedures.
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During your first week, it's more important to demonstrate a willingness to learn, a 
strong work ethic, and the ability to ask questions when you need clarification. You'll 
gradually acquire knowledge and skills as you gain experience and receive further 
training throughout your residency.

The ICU is a complex and dynamic environment, and it takes time to become proficient 
in managing critically ill patients. Over the course of your residency, you'll have 
opportunities to deepen your understanding of critical care, refine your clinical skills, and 
expand your medical knowledge.

Remember that your mentors and senior residents are there to support you and help 
you grow as a physician. Don't hesitate to seek guidance from them and take advantage 
of the learning opportunities available during your first week and beyond.

List 20 advices as a new resident in the ICU

ChatGPT

Certainly! Here are 20 pieces of advice for you as a new resident in the ICU:

1. Be proactive in your learning: Take the initiative to read and study independently to 
supplement your clinical experiences.

2. Communicate effectively with your team: Clear and concise communication is 
crucial in the ICU. Keep everyone informed about patient updates and changes in 
their condition.

3. Prioritize patient safety: Double-check medications, ensure proper infection control 
practices, and follow protocols diligently.

4. Learn from every opportunity: Every patient encounter, procedure, and case 
discussion is a chance to learn and grow. Embrace these learning opportunities.

5. Take care of yourself: Prioritize self-care to maintain your physical and mental well-
being. Rest, eat well, and seek support when needed.

6. Practice evidence-based medicine: Stay updated with current guidelines and 
incorporate evidence-based practices into your patient care.
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7. Embrace teamwork: Collaborate closely with nurses, respiratory therapists, and 
other healthcare professionals to provide comprehensive care.

8. Seek feedback: Request feedback from your attending physicians and senior 
residents to improve your skills and knowledge.

9. Stay organized: Develop systems to stay organized, manage patient information, 
and prioritize tasks efficiently.

10. Master the basics: Focus on mastering fundamental skills like history-taking, 
physical examination, and interpreting lab results.

11. Cultivate good bedside manners: Develop strong communication skills, show 
empathy towards patients and their families, and provide clear explanations.

12. Develop resilience: The ICU can be emotionally challenging. Develop resilience to 
cope with difficult situations and learn from them.

13. Emphasize patient-centered care: Tailor your approach to meet each patient's 
unique needs, considering their values, preferences, and goals.

14. Be prepared for emergencies: Acquire competence in handling critical situations and 
responding to emergencies promptly and calmly.

15. Engage in self-reflection: Regularly reflect on your experiences, mistakes, and 
successes to continually improve as a physician.

16. Practice time management: ICU rotations can be demanding, so develop effective 
time management skills to prioritize tasks efficiently.

17. Embrace a culture of continuous learning: Stay curious and open-minded, and 
actively seek opportunities for learning and professional growth.

18. Develop professionalism: Maintain professionalism in all aspects of your work, 
including punctuality, integrity, and maintaining patient confidentiality.

19. Be adaptable: The ICU can be fast-paced and unpredictable. Adapt quickly to 
changing circumstances and be flexible in your approach.

20. Celebrate milestones: Acknowledge and celebrate your achievements and 
milestones throughout your residency journey.

Remember, these are general suggestions, and your specific experience may vary. Stay 
dedicated, be receptive to feedback, and always strive to provide the best possible care 
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to your patients. Good luck with your residency in the ICU!


