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Tell me about the concept of contempt in Psychology. What is contempt? Why it is not a 
good thing to have in marriage? What is the psychodynamics of contempt? Delve on the 
mental process of contempt. What are the sources of contempt? How does contempt 
start? What are the sure signs of contempt, list 20 signs. How can I deal with contempt 
before it’s too late to rescue the relationship

Sure. Here is what I know about contempt in psychology:

Contempt is an emotion that involves a combination of disgust, anger, and 
superiority. It is often expressed through facial expressions, such as eye rolling, 
sneering, or scoffing. Contempt can also be expressed through verbal 
communication, such as sarcasm, mockery, or name-calling.

Contempt is a destructive emotion that can damage relationships. It can make 
people feel belittled, humiliated, and worthless. In a marriage, contempt can lead to 
feelings of isolation, anger, and resentment. It can also make it difficult to 
communicate and resolve conflict.

The psychodynamics of contempt involve a number of factors, including:

Low self-esteem: People who feel insecure or inadequate may be more likely 
to express contempt as a way of feeling superior to others.

Unresolved anger: Contempt can be a way of expressing anger that is not 
being directly addressed.

A history of abuse: People who have experienced abuse or neglect may be 
more likely to express contempt as a way of coping with their pain.

The mental process of contempt involves a number of steps, including:
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Perceiving the other person as inferior: The person who feels contempt must 
first perceive the other person as inferior in some way. This can be based on 
their appearance, intelligence, social status, or any other perceived flaw.

Feeling superior: The person who feels contempt must then feel superior to 
the other person. This can be based on their own self-esteem, their own 
perceived strengths, or their own belief that they are right and the other person 
is wrong.

Expressing contempt: Finally, the person who feels contempt must express 
their contempt in some way. This can be through facial expressions, verbal 
communication, or even physical violence.

The sources of contempt can vary from person to person. However, some 
common sources include:

Differences in opinion: People who have different opinions or beliefs can 
sometimes be the target of contempt.

Mistakes: People who make mistakes can also be the target of contempt.

Vulnerability: People who are seen as vulnerable, such as the elderly or the 
sick, can also be the target of contempt.

Contempt can start in a number of ways. It can be triggered by a specific event, 
such as a disagreement or a perceived slight. It can also develop over time, as a 
result of ongoing conflict or resentment.

The sure signs of contempt are:

Eye rolling

Sneering

Scoffing

Mockery

Name-calling

Belittling

Interrupting

Ignoring
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Withholding affection

Stonewalling

Making threats

Physical violence

If you are concerned that contempt may be damaging your relationship, there are a few 
things you can do:

Talk to your partner about how you are feeling. Be honest about how their 
contempt makes you feel.

Set boundaries. Let your partner know that you will not tolerate being treated with 
contempt.

Seek professional help. If you are unable to resolve the issue on your own, a 
therapist can help you learn how to communicate effectively and deal with contempt 
in a healthy way.

It is important to deal with contempt early on, before it becomes too ingrained in the 
relationship. If left unchecked, contempt can destroy a relationship.
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Tell me about the concept of contempt in Psychology. What is contempt? Why it is not a 
good thing to have in marriage? What is the psychodynamics of contempt? Delve on the 
mental process of contempt. What are the sources of contempt? How does contempt 
start? What are the sure signs of contempt, list 20 signs.  How can I deal with contempt 
before it’s too late to rescue the relationship?

ChatGPT

Contempt is a complex emotion in psychology, often described as a mix of disgust and 
superiority. It involves feeling disdain or scorn towards someone, viewing them as 
inferior or unworthy. In marriages, contempt is detrimental as it erodes trust, 
communication, and emotional connection.

Psychodynamically, contempt can stem from feelings of inadequacy projected onto the 
partner. It might manifest when one partner feels unappreciated or ignored, leading to a 



AI-00368 Contempt 4

sense of resentment and superiority.

The mental process of contempt involves interpreting a partner's behavior negatively, 
assuming their intentions are malicious or disrespectful. This can escalate into belittling, 
name-calling, and sarcasm.

Sources of contempt can be various, including unresolved conflicts, unmet needs, and 
long-term patterns of negativity. It might start subtly, with minor disagreements that 
aren't addressed constructively, escalating into a deeper sense of contempt over time.

Sure signs of contempt include eye-rolling, sarcasm, mocking, insulting language, 
dismissive behavior, ignoring, refusing to engage, and using a condescending tone. 
Here are 20 possible signs:

1. Eye-rolling during conversations.

2. Using sarcasm to belittle the partner.

3. Name-calling or using insulting language.

4. Mimicking or mocking the partner's words or actions.

5. Ignoring the partner's thoughts or feelings.

6. Interrupting or talking over the partner.

7. Displaying a dismissive attitude.

8. Using a condescending tone of voice.

9. Rolling one's eyes when the partner speaks.

10. Exhibiting contemptuous body language.

11. Making negative comparisons with others.

12. Belittling the partner's accomplishments.

13. Displaying a lack of empathy.

14. Frequently expressing disgust towards the partner.

15. Not taking the partner's concerns seriously.

16. Ignoring or avoiding the partner's attempts at connection.

17. Blaming the partner for everything that goes wrong.
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18. Regularly criticizing the partner's decisions.

19. Refusing to show appreciation or gratitude.

20. Making passive-aggressive comments.

To deal with contempt before it's too late, consider:

1. Self-awareness: Recognize your own contemptuous behavior and thought 
patterns.

2. Open communication: Address issues calmly and constructively, using "I" 
statements.

3. Empathy: Put yourself in your partner's shoes to understand their perspective.

4. Appreciation: Express gratitude for your partner's positive qualities and efforts.

5. Conflict resolution: Seek professional help if needed to learn healthy ways of 
resolving conflicts.

6. Counseling: Consider couples therapy to work through deeper issues and improve 
communication.

Remember, addressing contempt requires effort from both partners, genuine 
commitment to change, and a willingness to rebuild the emotional connection in the 
relationship


