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What is memory self-efficacy? Why is it important in relation to human experience 
specifically for older individuals?  What are the common test for MSE? List 20 
questions. List 20 guidelines to retain or enhance MSE in retirement.
List the Memory Self-Efficacy Questionnaire (MSEQ)
List the Memory Self-Efficacy Scale (MSES)
List Memory Self-Efficacy Scale for Older Adults (MSES-OA)

Memory self-efficacy is one's confidence in one's ability to remember information. It is 
an important factor in human experience, specifically for older individuals, because it 
can influence memory performance, motivation, and well-being. Older adults with higher 
memory self-efficacy are more likely to engage in memory-enhancing strategies, such 
as repetition and organization, and are more likely to persist in the face of challenges. 
They are also less likely to experience anxiety about memory problems.

Common tests for memory self-efficacy include:

Memory Self-Efficacy Questionnaire (MSEQ)

Memory Self-Efficacy Scale (MSES)

Memory Self-Efficacy Scale for Older Adults (MSES-OA)

These tests typically ask participants to rate their confidence in their ability to perform 
various memory tasks, such as remembering names, remembering directions, and 
remembering appointments.

Guidelines to retain or enhance memory self-efficacy in retirement:

1. Maintain a healthy lifestyle. Eating a balanced diet, exercising regularly, and 
getting enough sleep can all help to improve memory and cognitive function.

2. Stay mentally active. Challenge your mind with activities such as puzzles, games, 
and reading.

@October 10, 2023 8:48 PM



AI-00471 Memory Self-Efficacy 2

3. Use memory strategies. There are a number of memory strategies that can help 
you to remember information more effectively. Some common strategies include 
repetition, organization, and visualization.

4. Manage stress. Stress can have a negative impact on memory function. Find 
healthy ways to manage stress, such as exercise, relaxation techniques, and 
spending time with loved ones.

5. Seek professional help if needed. If you are concerned about your memory, talk 
to your doctor or a mental health professional. They can assess your memory 
function and provide recommendations for improving your memory and cognitive 
health.

Here is a list of 20 additional guidelines to retain or enhance memory self-efficacy in 
retirement:

Set realistic expectations. As we age, it is normal for our memory to change. Don't 
expect to remember everything perfectly.

Don't be afraid to ask for help. If you are struggling to remember something, don't 
be afraid to ask someone for help. This is not a sign of weakness.

Don't compare yourself to others. Everyone's memory is different. Comparing 
yourself to others will only make you feel worse.

Focus on your strengths. Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Focus on 
your memory strengths and don't dwell on your weaknesses.

Celebrate your successes. When you are able to remember something 
successfully, take a moment to celebrate your success. This will help to boost your 
confidence in your memory abilities.

Remember, memory self-efficacy is not fixed. It can be improved over time. By following 
these guidelines, you can retain or enhance your memory self-efficacy in retirement and 
live a full and active life.

Memory Self-Efficacy Questionnaire (MSEQ)

The Memory Self-Efficacy Questionnaire (MSEQ) is a 50-item questionnaire that 
assesses an individual's confidence in their ability to perform various memory tasks. The 



AI-00471 Memory Self-Efficacy 3

MSEQ is divided into 10 subscales, each of which assesses a different memory task:

Groceries

Telephone

Picture

Location

Word

Digit

Map

Errands

Photographs

Maze

For each subscale, the individual is asked to rate their confidence in their ability to 
perform the task at five different levels of difficulty. The difficulty levels are:

1. Very difficult

2. Somewhat difficult

3. Neither difficult nor easy

4. Somewhat easy

5. Very easy

The individual is also asked to rate their confidence in their ability to perform the task 
overall, on a scale of 1 to 100.

Memory Self-Efficacy Scale (MSES)

The Memory Self-Efficacy Scale (MSES) is a 10-item questionnaire that assesses an 
individual's confidence in their ability to perform various memory tasks. The MSES is 
shorter than the MSEQ, but it covers a similar range of memory tasks.

The MSES items are:

1. Remembering names of people I have just met.

2. Remembering where I put things.
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3. Remembering things I have to do.

4. Remembering appointments.

5. Remembering directions.

6. Remembering things I have read.

7. Remembering things I have seen on TV or in the movies.

8. Remembering conversations I have had.

9. Remembering things I have learned.

10. Remembering my past.

For each item, the individual is asked to rate their confidence in their ability to perform 
the task on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being "not at all confident" and 10 being "extremely 
confident."

Memory Self-Efficacy Scale for Older Adults (MSES-OA)

The Memory Self-Efficacy Scale for Older Adults (MSES-OA) is a 10-item questionnaire 
that assesses an individual's confidence in their ability to perform various memory tasks 
that are common among older adults. The MSES-OA is similar to the MSES, but it 
includes some additional items that are specific to older adults, such as remembering 
names of medications and remembering directions to new places.

The MSES-OA items are:

1. Remembering names of people I have just met.

2. Remembering where I put things.

3. Remembering things I have to do.

4. Remembering appointments.

5. Remembering directions to new places.

6. Remembering names of medications.

7. Remembering things I have read.

8. Remembering things I have seen on TV or in the movies.

9. Remembering conversations I have had.
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10. Remembering things I have learned.

For each item, the individual is asked to rate their confidence in their ability to perform 
the task on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being "not at all confident" and 10 being "extremely 
confident."

The MSEQ, MSES, and MSES-OA are all reliable and valid measures of memory self-
efficacy. They can be used to assess an individual's confidence in their memory abilities, 
to track changes in memory self-efficacy over time, and to evaluate the effectiveness of 
interventions designed to improve memory self-efficacy.


