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What is self authoring? What are the key concepts? What are the structures? 
How to do it? Give an outline on how to self author? Give 5 examples of an entry.
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Self-authoring typically refers to a process where individuals actively engage in writing 
about their own experiences, thoughts, and emotions as a means of self-reflection and 
personal development. The concept is often associated with the work of psychologist 
Jordan Peterson and his Self-Authoring Suite.

Key Concepts:

1. Past Authoring: Reflect on and document significant events in your past, 
identifying patterns and exploring their impact on your present self.

2. Present Authoring (Faults and Virtues): Analyze your current strengths and 
weaknesses, virtues and vices, to gain a better understanding of your character.

3. Future Authoring: Articulate your goals, aspirations, and the steps needed to 
achieve them, fostering a clearer vision of your future.

Structures:

1. Past Authoring Structure: Identify pivotal experiences, positive or negative, and 
explore their emotional and psychological impact.

2. Present Authoring Structure: Evaluate your current virtues and faults, considering 
how they influence your daily life and interactions.

3. Future Authoring Structure: Set specific goals for different areas of your life and 
outline the steps necessary to attain them.

How to Self-Author:
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1. Reflect: Contemplate your past, present, and future, considering aspects of your 
life you want to explore.

2. Start Writing: Begin with the Past Authoring section, then move on to Present and 
Future. Write honestly and reflectively.

3. Revise: Periodically review and revise your self-authoring entries as your 
perspectives and circumstances evolve.

Example Entries:

1. Past Authoring: Explore a significant childhood memory, examining its emotional 
impact and identifying lessons learned.

2. Present Authoring (Faults): Reflect on a recent situation where a personal flaw 
affected your interactions and discuss strategies for improvement.

3. Present Authoring (Virtues): Highlight a recent success or positive character trait, 
considering how it contributed to your well-being.

4. Future Authoring (Career): Define specific career goals and outline steps to 
achieve professional success.

5. Future Authoring (Personal Development): Set goals for personal growth, such 
as improving communication skills or fostering better relationships.

Remember, self-authoring is a flexible process, and the key is to adapt it to your unique 
needs and circumstances.

You

Tell me more.
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Certainly! Self-authoring is a dynamic and introspective process that goes beyond mere 
journaling. Here are some additional insights:

1. Narrative Identity: Self-authoring helps construct a narrative identity, allowing 
individuals to create a coherent and meaningful story of their lives. This sense of 
narrative can contribute to a greater understanding of oneself.
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2. Increased Self-Awareness: By delving into past experiences, present character 
traits, and future aspirations, individuals gain heightened self-awareness. This 
awareness serves as a foundation for personal growth and positive change.

3. Goal Clarity: The Future Authoring component aids in goal setting by encouraging 
individuals to articulate and define their aspirations clearly. This process can lead to 
a more focused and purposeful life.

4. Therapeutic Benefits: Engaging in self-authoring can be therapeutic, providing an 
outlet for emotional expression and a means to process challenging experiences. It 
can also foster resilience and coping skills.

5. Alignment with Values: Self-authoring prompts individuals to consider their core 
values, ensuring that goals and actions align with what is truly important to them. 
This alignment can contribute to a more fulfilling life.

6. Adaptability: Self-authoring is not a one-time task; it's an ongoing process. As life 
evolves, so do goals and perspectives. Regularly revisiting and updating self-
authoring entries allows for adaptability and growth.

7. Mindfulness and Reflection: The act of writing itself promotes mindfulness and 
reflection. It encourages individuals to slow down, contemplate, and make sense of 
their thoughts and emotions.

Remember, the effectiveness of self-authoring lies in its personalization. Tailor the 
process to suit your needs, and feel free to experiment with different styles of writing or 
additional prompts that resonate with you. Whether you seek personal development, 
emotional clarity, or a roadmap for the future, self-authoring can be a powerful tool on 
your journey of self-discovery.

You

Write a hypothetical past authoring example.
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Hypothetical Past Authoring Entry:

Title: "The Summer of Discovery"

In my past, one vivid memory stands out— the summer of my 16th year. It was a 
season of both joy and challenges, shaping my understanding of independence and 
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resilience.

Event:
I had convinced my parents to let me spend the summer volunteering abroad, teaching 
English in a rural community. The prospect excited me, but little did I know the impact it 
would have on my life.

Emotional Impact:
The initial weeks were challenging; I faced a language barrier and cultural differences 
that tested my adaptability. Loneliness crept in, and doubt shadowed my purpose. 
However, as I connected with the locals and immersed myself in their world, a profound 
sense of fulfillment blossomed.

Lessons Learned:
I discovered the power of resilience and open-mindedness. Every challenge became an 
opportunity for growth. My ability to navigate unfamiliar territory, both literally and 
figuratively, strengthened. The experience taught me that discomfort and uncertainty are 
often the precursors to profound personal development.

Impact on Present Self:
Reflecting on that summer, I recognize its lasting impact on my character. I approach 
new situations with a more open heart and a willingness to embrace the unknown. The 
friendships formed and the lessons learned continue to shape my perspective, fostering 
gratitude for the diversity of human experiences.

This exploration into the summer of my 16th year reveals not only the challenges 
overcome but the resilience and adaptability that define my character. It serves as a 
reminder that growth often springs from discomfort and that each experience, no matter 
how initially daunting, contributes to the rich tapestry of my life.

You

Write a hypothetical present authoring (faults) example.
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Hypothetical Present Authoring (Faults) Entry:

Title: "Navigating Impatience"

In examining my present self, one fault that consistently surfaces is impatience. This 
tendency to rush through situations and seek immediate results often hinders my 
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personal and professional interactions.

Recent Situation:
Just last week, during a team project at work, I found myself growing frustrated when 
progress seemed slower than anticipated. Impatience got the best of me, leading to a 
tense exchange with a colleague who had a different approach to problem-solving.

Impact on Interactions:
This impatience not only strains my relationships but also inhibits collaboration. I 
recognize that my urgency can be perceived as dismissive, potentially undermining the 
valuable contributions of others. It's a fault that requires attention to foster a more 
positive and harmonious work environment.

Root Causes:
Reflecting on this impatience, I acknowledge that it often stems from my desire for 
efficiency and a fear of falling behind. Unpacking these root causes helps me 
understand that patience is not just a virtue but a strategic approach to fostering better 
teamwork and achieving more sustainable outcomes.

Strategies for Improvement:
To address this fault, I am committed to incorporating mindfulness techniques into my 
daily routine. Taking a moment to pause and reflect during challenging situations will 
help me respond more thoughtfully, fostering a collaborative atmosphere. Additionally, I 
plan to communicate openly with my team about my awareness of this fault, seeking 
their support and understanding.

Long-Term Goal:
Ultimately, my aim is not to eradicate impatience entirely but to channel it constructively. 
I aspire to use my drive for efficiency to motivate and inspire others, creating an 
environment where we can collectively achieve our goals without sacrificing the quality 
of our interactions.

This exploration into my present faults, particularly impatience, serves as a stepping 
stone toward personal growth. By acknowledging and addressing this aspect of my 
character, I am committed to fostering a more positive and collaborative environment in 
both my personal and professional life.

You

Write a hypothetical present authoring ( virtues) example.
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Hypothetical Present Authoring (Virtues) Entry:

Title: "Cultivating Empathy"

In examining my present virtues, one that I've consciously cultivated and value deeply is 
empathy. This quality has played a pivotal role in my personal relationships and 
professional interactions.

Recent Situation:
Just last month, a close friend confided in me about a personal struggle. Instead of 
offering immediate solutions, I focused on actively listening and validating their 
emotions. This approach not only strengthened our bond but allowed my friend to feel 
heard and supported.

Impact on Relationships:
Empathy has become a cornerstone of my relationships. It enables me to connect with 
others on a deeper level, fostering understanding and creating a safe space for open 
communication. In both personal and professional settings, I've noticed that this virtue 
not only enhances collaboration but also contributes to a positive and inclusive 
atmosphere.

Practice and Reflection:
Cultivating empathy is an ongoing practice. I make a conscious effort to put myself in 
others' shoes, seeking to understand their perspectives and emotions. Regular 
reflection on my interactions helps me identify areas for improvement and ensures that 
empathy remains an integral part of my daily interactions.

Integration in Decision-Making:
In professional settings, I've found that incorporating empathy into decision-making 
processes leads to more inclusive and thoughtful outcomes. It helps me consider the 
diverse needs and experiences of individuals involved, contributing to a more ethical 
and compassionate approach.

Future Aspirations:
Moving forward, I aspire to further refine and expand my empathetic abilities. This 
includes actively seeking out diverse perspectives, participating in empathy-building 
exercises, and mentoring others in developing this crucial virtue. I believe that by 
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continually nurturing empathy, I can contribute to creating a more compassionate and 
understanding world.

This exploration into my present virtues, particularly empathy, serves as a reminder of 
the positive impact that intentional cultivation of virtues can have on both personal 
relationships and broader interactions. It motivates me to continue fostering empathy as 
a guiding principle in my daily life.

You

Write a hypothetical future authoring (career) example.
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Hypothetical Future Authoring (Career) Entry:

Title: "Architecting a Fulfilling Career Journey"

As I embark on the future authoring process for my career, I envision a path that aligns 
with my passions and maximizes my potential impact. The following outlines my goals 
and the steps I plan to take to realize them.

Long-Term Career Vision:
I aspire to become a leader in sustainable urban development, combining my 
architectural expertise with a commitment to environmentally conscious design. I 
envision spearheading projects that not only enhance the aesthetic appeal of urban 
spaces but also contribute to the well-being of communities and the planet.

Educational Milestones:
To achieve this vision, I plan to pursue advanced studies in sustainable architecture and 
urban planning. This will provide me with the knowledge and skills necessary to lead 
innovative and environmentally friendly projects. Attaining a master's degree in this field 
is a key milestone on my journey.

Professional Experience:
I aim to gain diverse professional experience in both architectural firms and sustainable 
development organizations. This will offer me a holistic understanding of the industry 
and allow me to contribute meaningfully to projects that align with my values. I 
anticipate actively participating in initiatives that promote eco-friendly practices within 
the field.
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Networking and Mentorship:
Building a strong professional network is crucial to my career trajectory. I plan to attend 
industry conferences, join relevant associations, and seek mentorship from seasoned 
professionals who share my passion for sustainable design. Learning from their 
experiences will provide valuable insights and guidance.

Entrepreneurial Endeavors:
In the long term, I envision establishing my own architectural firm focused on 
sustainable urban development. This entrepreneurial venture will allow me to implement 
my vision and contribute to the creation of more environmentally conscious and socially 
impactful spaces.

Measuring Success:
Success, for me, goes beyond professional achievements. I aim to measure success by 
the positive impact my projects have on communities and the environment. Additionally, 
cultivating a work environment that prioritizes creativity, collaboration, and sustainability 
will be a key indicator of my success.

This future authoring entry outlines a career path that combines my passion for 
architecture with a commitment to sustainability. By setting clear goals and defining 
actionable steps, I am confident that I can navigate a fulfilling career journey that aligns 
with my values and aspirations.

You

Write a hypothetical future authoring (personal development ) example.
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Hypothetical Future Authoring (Personal Development) Entry:

Title: "Embarking on a Journey of Personal Growth"

As I envision my future and the person I aspire to become, I recognize the importance 
of intentional personal development. This entry outlines my goals and strategies for 
cultivating a more resilient, balanced, and fulfilled version of myself.

Emotional Resilience:
One of my primary goals is to enhance emotional resilience. I plan to regularly engage 
in mindfulness practices, such as meditation and reflection, to build a strong foundation 
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for navigating life's inevitable challenges. Developing the ability to respond thoughtfully 
to adversity is crucial for my overall well-being.

Physical Health and Wellness:
I aspire to prioritize my physical health to ensure long-term well-being. This involves 
adopting a consistent exercise routine, maintaining a balanced diet, and getting 
adequate sleep. By establishing these habits, I aim to enhance both my physical and 
mental vitality.

Continuous Learning:
A commitment to lifelong learning is at the core of my personal development plan. I will 
actively seek out new experiences, whether through formal education, workshops, or 
self-directed learning. This will not only broaden my knowledge but also foster 
adaptability and a growth mindset.

Cultivating Meaningful Relationships:
Building and sustaining meaningful connections with others is a key aspect of my 
personal development journey. I plan to invest time and effort in nurturing relationships 
with family, friends, and mentors. Meaningful connections contribute significantly to 
emotional well-being and personal fulfillment.

Balancing Work and Life:
Achieving a healthy work-life balance is essential for sustained personal growth. I will 
set boundaries, prioritize self-care, and allocate time for activities that bring me joy and 
relaxation. Striking this balance is crucial for overall happiness and long-term success.

Mindful Decision-Making:
In all aspects of life, I aim to make decisions mindfully. This involves aligning choices 
with my values, considering long-term consequences, and being intentional about the 
impact of my actions on myself and those around me. Mindful decision-making is the 
cornerstone of creating a life that reflects my authentic self.

Regular Reflection:
To ensure continuous progress, I plan to engage in regular self-reflection. This includes 
journaling, setting aside time for introspection, and seeking feedback from trusted 
sources. Reflection will serve as a compass, guiding me on my journey of personal 
development.

This future authoring entry outlines a holistic approach to personal development, 
focusing on emotional resilience, physical well-being, learning, relationships, work-life 
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balance, mindful decision-making, and regular reflection. By intentionally pursuing 
growth in these areas, I aim to cultivate a more fulfilling and authentic life.


