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List 30 Axioms from Alfred Adler. Give examples of each axioms.

Alfred Adler, a renowned Austrian psychiatrist and founder of individual psychology, 
proposed several fundamental principles or axioms that underlie his theoretical 
framework. These axioms provide insights into human behavior and motivation. Here 
are 30 axioms associated with Alfred Adler, along with examples for each:

1. The Unity of the Individual: Individuals are holistic beings, and their thoughts, 
feelings, and behaviors are interconnected.

Example: A person who experiences low self-esteem may exhibit both self-
critical thoughts and avoidant behaviors.

2. Striving for Significance: Humans have an innate drive to find meaning and 
significance in their lives.

Example: A student works hard in school not only to get good grades but also to 
prove their worth and competence.

3. Social Interest: A person's well-being is closely tied to their ability to contribute to 
and cooperate with the social environment.

Example: Volunteering for a community project to create a sense of belonging 
and purpose.

4. Holism: Adler emphasized the importance of considering the whole individual, 
rather than isolating specific traits or behaviors.

Example: Understanding a person's personality by examining their beliefs, 
behaviors, and social interactions together.

5. Goal of Superiority: Individuals are motivated by a desire to overcome challenges 
and achieve a sense of mastery or superiority.
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Example: A person sets ambitious career goals to prove their competence and 
achieve a sense of accomplishment.

6. Style of Life: Each person develops a unique and consistent pattern of coping 
strategies and behaviors.

Example: A person who tends to avoid confrontation may develop a passive-
aggressive communication style.

7. Creative Power of the Self: Individuals have the ability to shape their own 
personality and adapt to their environment.

Example: Someone who faced adversity as a child may develop resilience and 
a strong sense of self-efficacy.

8. Fictional Finalism: People are motivated by their subjective perceptions of the 
future rather than objective reality.

Example: A person believes that achieving financial success will lead to 
happiness and fulfillment.

9. Private Logic: Each person develops a unique set of beliefs, values, and 
assumptions that guide their behavior.

Example: A person who believes that showing vulnerability is a sign of 
weakness may avoid expressing their true emotions.

10. Social Equality: Adler emphasized the importance of fostering equality and mutual 
respect in social relationships.

Example: A leader who values input from all team members and promotes an 
inclusive work environment.

11. Apperception: The process by which individuals interpret and give meaning to their 
experiences.

Example: Two people may interpret the same criticism differently based on their 
past experiences and perspectives.

12. Teleology: Behavior is purposeful and goal-directed, with individuals striving toward 
a specific end.

Example: Someone decides to pursue a healthy lifestyle with the goal of 
improving overall well-being and longevity.



AI-00590 Axioms Alfred Adler 3

13. Birth Order: Adler believed that birth order influences personality development.

Example: A first-born child may develop a strong sense of responsibility and 
leadership skills.

14. Compensation: Individuals may compensate for perceived weaknesses or 
shortcomings in one area by excelling in another.

Example: A person with low physical strength may develop strong intellectual or 
social skills.

15. Social Embeddedness: Human behavior is shaped by social context and 
relationships.

Example: A person's communication style may be influenced by cultural norms 
and family dynamics.

16. Community Feeling: A sense of belonging and responsibility toward the larger 
community is crucial for well-being.

Example: Taking part in neighborhood activities and initiatives to strengthen 
community bonds.

17. Life Tasks: Individuals face specific challenges and tasks at different stages of life.

Example: A young adult's task may include establishing independence and 
forming intimate relationships.

18. Organ Inferiority: Individuals are motivated by a desire to overcome physical or 
psychological limitations.

Example: A person born with a physical disability may develop a strong 
determination to prove their capabilities.

19. Family Constellation: The family environment and relationships significantly 
impact personality development.

Example: Sibling rivalry or a close-knit family contributing to a person's sense of 
security.

20. Inferiority Complex: A persistent feeling of inadequacy or inferiority that can 
influence behavior.

Example: A person who constantly compares themselves to others and feels 
they always fall short.
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21. Safeguarding: Individuals may develop strategies to protect themselves from 
perceived threats to their self-esteem.

Example: Avoiding challenges to prevent the possibility of failure and preserving 
a positive self-image.

22. Social Interest in Action: The expression of social interest through positive and 
constructive behaviors.

Example: Helping a colleague with a task or offering support to a friend in need.

23. Early Recollections: Memories and interpretations of childhood experiences shape 
an individual's outlook on life.

Example: A person may recall positive experiences of encouragement, 
contributing to their optimistic worldview.

24. Phenomenological Approach: Understanding the world from the individual's 
subjective perspective.

Example: Acknowledging and validating a person's feelings and experiences 
even if they differ from your own.

25. Goal Setting: The process of establishing clear objectives to guide behavior.

Example: Creating a list of short-term and long-term goals to provide direction 
and motivation.

26. Birth Order Striving: The influence of birth order on a person's goals and 
behaviors.

Example: A middle child striving for attention and recognition by excelling in 
academics or sports.

27. Teleological Function of Symptoms: Symptoms may serve a purpose in helping 
individuals cope with challenges.

Example: Developing physical symptoms as a way to avoid stressful situations 
or responsibilities.

28. Psychological Birth: The point at which individuals become aware of their unique 
personality and potential.

Example: A young adult gaining self-awareness and understanding their 
strengths and weaknesses.
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29. Social Interest as a Unifying Theme: The central role of social interest in 
promoting mental health.

Example: Choosing a career path that aligns with a passion for helping others 
and making a positive impact on society.

30. Life Style Assessment: Evaluating an individual's overall pattern of behavior, 
goals, and attitudes.

Example: A therapist assessing a client's lifestyle to understand underlying 
motivations and sources of distress.

List 30 Alfred Adler Axioms

Unfortunately, there doesn't seem to be a single, definitive list of 30 specific Alfred Adler 
axioms. While Adler's work contains various core principles, they're not always 
presented as a concrete list of axioms. It's important to note that his ideas evolved 
throughout his career, leading to some inconsistencies and variations in how his 
principles are interpreted and presented.

However, to provide a comprehensive overview of Adler's key ideas, here are some of 
the most significant principles associated with his individual psychology:

Basic Concepts:

1. The Feeling of Inferiority: This is a universal human experience that motivates 
individuals to strive for improvement and belonging.

2. Fictional Finalism: We develop goals and purposes that guide our lives, often 
unconsciously. These goals are not predetermined but constructed based on our 
experiences and interpretations.

3. Teleology: We are not driven by past experiences but by our anticipation of the 
future. Our goals and purposes shape our present behavior.

4. Subjective Perception: Our individual interpretations and perceptions of reality, 
rather than objective facts, determine our emotions and behaviors.

5. Unity of Personality: All aspects of personality are interrelated and function 
towards a unified goal.
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6. Social Interest: The innate human drive to connect with others and contribute to 
society.

Specific Axioms:

1. Life is a series of tasks.

2. Everyone has a unique style of life.

3. The goal of life is self-mastery and social interest.

4. We are all interconnected and interdependent.

5. We have the capacity for change and growth.

6. Our present behavior is influenced by our early experiences, but we are not 
determined by them.

7. We create our own limitations and can overcome them.

8. We are responsible for our own happiness and well-being.

9. We can choose to live a meaningful and fulfilling life.

10. The feeling of inferiority can be a motivator for positive change.

11. We can learn from our mistakes and grow as individuals.

12. We can choose to cooperate or compete with others.

13. We can create a more just and equitable world.

14. We are all capable of great things.

Additional Principles:

1. The law of movement: We are constantly moving towards our goals.

2. The law of cause and effect: There is a cause for every effect.

3. The law of compensation: We strive to compensate for our feelings of inferiority.

4. The law of social interest: We are all connected and need to work together for the 
good of society.

5. The law of unity: All parts of the personality work together as a whole.

6. The law of activity: We are constantly active and striving to improve ourselves.
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7. The law of creativity: We have the ability to create our own reality.

8. The law of self-determination: We are responsible for our own thoughts, feelings, 
and actions.

9. The law of the whole: We are more than the sum of our parts.

10. The law of courage: It takes courage to live a meaningful life.

It's important to remember that this list is not exhaustive and may not encompass all of 
Adler's ideas. For a deeper understanding of his individual psychology, it's 
recommended to explore his original works and various scholarly resources. 
Additionally, while specific numbers like "30 axioms" may be used in discussions or 
presentations, it's crucial to recognize the core principles and their interconnectedness 
rather than focusing solely on numerical accuracy.


