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List 30 axioms from Jean Piaget. Give examples of each axioms.

Jean Piaget is well-known for his work in developmental psychology, particularly for his 
theory of cognitive development. However, it's important to note that Piaget did not 
explicitly formulate a list of axioms. Instead, he proposed a series of stages that 
individuals go through as they develop cognitively. These stages are characterized by 
different cognitive abilities and ways of understanding the world.

Here are some key concepts and examples associated with Piaget's theory:

1. Sensorimotor Stage:

Infants learn about the world through their senses and motor actions.

Example: A baby learns that shaking a rattle produces sound.

2. Object Permanence:

The understanding that objects continue to exist even when they are not visible.

Example: Peek-a-boo games help infants develop object permanence.

3. Preoperational Stage:

Children begin to use symbols to represent objects but lack logical reasoning.

Example: A child might use a banana as a phone while playing.

4. Egocentrism:

Difficulty seeing things from another person's perspective.

Example: A child may believe everyone sees what they see in a drawing.

5. Conservation:

@December 15, 2023 6:48 AM



AI-00603 Axioms Jean Piaget 2

The understanding that quantity remains the same despite changes in 
appearance.

Example: Pouring liquid from a short, wide glass into a tall, narrow glass.

6. Concrete Operational Stage:

Logical reasoning begins to emerge, but abstract thinking is still limited.

Example: Understanding basic mathematical operations with concrete objects.

7. Formal Operational Stage:

Abstract thinking and hypothetical reasoning become possible.

Example: Solving complex problems and thinking about future possibilities.

8. Assimilation:

Interpreting new information based on existing schemas.

Example: A child may call all four-legged animals "dogs" initially.

9. Accommodation:

Modifying existing schemas to fit new information.

Example: Realizing that not all birds are the same after seeing different species.

10. Schemas:

Mental structures that organize knowledge.

Example: A child's schema for a dog might include fur, four legs, and a tail.

11. Equilibration:

The process of achieving mental balance between assimilation and 
accommodation.

Example: Reconciling conflicting information to form a more accurate 
understanding.

12. Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD):

The range of tasks a child can perform with the help of a more knowledgeable 
person.
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Example: A teacher providing guidance as a student works on a challenging 
task.

13. Cognitive Development:

The progressive development of thinking and understanding.

Example: A child learning to solve more complex puzzles as they grow older.

14. Schema Development:

The process of creating and modifying mental structures.

Example: Developing a more sophisticated schema for different types of 
vehicles.

15. Symbolic Play:

Using objects and actions to represent something else during play.

Example: Pretending a block is a phone during imaginative play.

16. Abstract Thinking:

The ability to think about concepts not physically present.

Example: Understanding the concept of justice or democracy.

17. Seriation:

The ability to order objects based on a characteristic.

Example: Arranging sticks by length from shortest to longest.

18. Centration:

Focusing on one aspect and ignoring others when solving problems.

Example: Concentrating on the height of a container and ignoring its width in 
conservation tasks.

19. Reversibility:

The understanding that certain operations can be reversed.

Example: Recognizing that addition and subtraction are inverse operations.

20. Transitivity:
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The ability to recognize relationships among elements in a serial order.

Example: Understanding that if A is taller than B, and B is taller than C, then A is 
taller than C.

While these concepts are central to Piaget's theory, it's important to approach them as a 
framework for understanding cognitive development rather than a list of axioms in a 
formal sense. Piaget's work has had a profound impact on our understanding of how 
individuals, especially children, develop cognitive abilities.


