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What is the related disorder for "excessive thought of what other humans think". 
Explain the psychopathology. Explain the psychodynamics. Explain the step by 
step mental process. List 20 guidelines to avoid the self-defeating thinking

The phenomenon you're describing may be related to social anxiety disorder or 
excessive concern with social approval, though it's essential to note that a specific 
diagnosis would require a thorough evaluation by a mental health professional.

Psychopathology:
1. Social Anxiety Disorder (SAD): Individuals with SAD often experience intense fear 

of being judged, criticized, or embarrassed in social situations.

2. Excessive Concern for Social Approval: This can manifest as a preoccupation 
with what others think, leading to self-doubt, avoidance of social situations, and a 
negative impact on overall well-being.

Psychodynamics:
1. Early Experiences: Past experiences, especially in childhood, may contribute to a 

heightened sensitivity to judgment and a need for external validation.

2. Cognitive Distortions: Maladaptive thought patterns, such as catastrophizing or 
mind-reading (assuming negative thoughts from others), can play a role.

3. Social Learning: Observing or experiencing negative social interactions can 
contribute to a fear of judgment.

Step-by-Step Mental Process:
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1. Triggering Event: A social situation arises.

2. Cognitive Appraisal: Thoughts about potential judgment or negative evaluation 
emerge.

3. Emotional Response: Anxiety, fear, or distress.

4. Behavioral Response: Avoidance of social situations, excessive self-monitoring, or 
seeking reassurance.

20 Guidelines to Avoid Self-Defeating Thinking:
1. Challenge Negative Thoughts: Actively question and challenge negative 

assumptions about what others think.

2. Mindfulness Practices: Stay present in the moment to reduce anticipatory anxiety.

3. Positive Affirmations: Counteract negative thoughts with positive affirmations.

4. Behavioral Experiments: Gradually expose yourself to social situations to 
challenge and modify anxious thoughts.

5. Reality Testing: Evaluate the evidence supporting negative thoughts.

6. Cognitive Restructuring: Replace irrational thoughts with more balanced and 
realistic ones.

7. Focus on Personal Values: Shift the focus from external validation to internal 
values and beliefs.

8. Build Self-Esteem: Develop a positive self-image through achievements and self-
compassion.

9. Social Skills Training: Enhance interpersonal skills to feel more confident in social 
situations.

10. Gradual Exposure: Systematically confront and overcome fears through gradual 
exposure.

11. Challenge Perfectionism: Embrace imperfections and recognize that everyone 
makes mistakes.

12. Set Realistic Expectations: Avoid setting overly high expectations for social 
interactions.
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13. Positive Visualization: Imagine positive social scenarios to counteract negative 
anticipations.

14. Seek Social Support: Share concerns with trusted friends or family members.

15. Acceptance: Acknowledge that not everyone will like or approve of you, and that's 
okay.

16. Learn from Experience: Analyze past social interactions for positive aspects and 
learning opportunities.

17. Celebrate Successes: Acknowledge and reward yourself for facing social fears.

18. Relaxation Techniques: Practice relaxation methods to manage anxiety in social 
situations.

19. Therapy: Consider seeking professional help, such as cognitive-behavioral therapy 
(CBT).

20. Mind-Body Connection: Recognize the impact of physical sensations on thoughts 
and emotions; practice activities like yoga or deep breathing.

Remember, it's crucial to consult with a mental health professional for personalized 
guidance and support tailored to your specific situation.

Delve on the Excessive Concern for Social Approval: This can manifest as a 
preoccupation with what others think, leading to self-doubt, avoidance of social 
situations, and a negative impact on overall well-being.

Excessive concern for social approval, a common aspect of social anxiety disorder and 
related conditions, involves an intense and often irrational fear of negative judgment or 
evaluation by others. This preoccupation with what others think can have significant 
psychosocial implications:

1. Self-Doubt:

Individuals excessively concerned with social approval tend to doubt their own 
abilities, worth, and likability.

They may constantly question their actions, words, and appearance, fearing 
that any perceived flaw will lead to rejection.

2. Avoidance of Social Situations:
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The fear of negative judgment often results in the avoidance of social 
interactions altogether.

Individuals may decline invitations, isolate themselves, or find excuses to evade 
situations where they might be the center of attention.

3. Impact on Relationships:

Excessive concern for social approval can strain relationships as individuals 
may be hesitant to express themselves authentically or fear being judged by 
friends and family.

The avoidance of social events may limit opportunities to connect with others, 
leading to feelings of loneliness and isolation.

4. Negative Impact on Well-Being:

Chronic worry about what others think can contribute to heightened stress 
levels and anxiety.

The constant need for external validation can result in a diminished sense of 
self-worth and overall well-being.

5. Perfectionism:

Individuals with excessive concern for social approval often set unrealistically 
high standards for themselves, striving for perfection to avoid criticism.

This perfectionistic mindset can be exhausting and contribute to a cycle of self-
criticism.

6. Social Comparison:

There may be a tendency to constantly compare oneself to others, magnifying 
perceived shortcomings and reinforcing the fear of not measuring up.

7. Fear of Rejection:

The primary concern is often a fear of rejection, which can be paralyzing and 
contribute to a reluctance to take social risks.

8. Hypervigilance:

Individuals may be hyper-aware of social cues and behaviors, interpreting 
neutral or positive interactions as negative, further fueling anxiety.
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9. Impact on Career and Academic Performance:

The fear of judgment may extend to professional or academic settings, 
hindering performance and limiting career advancement opportunities.

Psychodynamics:
1. Attachment Patterns:

Insecure attachment patterns from early relationships can contribute to a 
heightened need for external validation and fear of rejection.

2. Cognitive Distortions:

Maladaptive thought patterns, such as mind-reading (assuming negative 
thoughts from others) and catastrophizing, can perpetuate the fear of social 
disapproval.

3. Core Beliefs:

Deep-seated beliefs about one's worth and social acceptance may have roots in 
early experiences and shape the individual's perception of themselves and 
others.

4. Fear of Vulnerability:

The fear of being vulnerable and authentic in social situations can stem from a 
fear of rejection and negative evaluation.

Addressing excessive concern for social approval often involves a combination of 
cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), exposure therapy, and exploration of underlying 
psychological dynamics. These approaches aim to challenge and modify negative 
thought patterns, gradually expose individuals to feared social situations, and foster 
healthier self-perceptions. Additionally, building self-esteem, developing effective social 
skills, and fostering a supportive social network can contribute to positive changes in 
this pattern of thinking and behavior


