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What is John Bowlby Attachment Theory. Enumerate, define, explain and give 3
examples of each.

John Bowlby's Attachment Theory is a psychological framework that explores the impact
of early relationships on human development. It comprises key concepts:

1. Attachment:

» Definition: A deep emotional bond formed between an infant and their primary
caregiver, providing a sense of security.

o Explanation: This bond influences future social and emotional interactions,
shaping the individual's attachment style.

2. Attachment Behavioral System:

+ Definition: A set of behaviors (e.g., proximity-seeking, distress upon
separation) that promote closeness with the caregiver.

+ Explanation: These behaviors ensure the infant's proximity to the caregiver,
enhancing the likelihood of care and protection.

3. Internal Working Models:

» Definition: Mental representations developed through early attachment
experiences, influencing expectations in future relationships.

o Explanation: These models guide individuals in interpreting and responding to
social cues, impacting relationship dynamics.

Examples:

Attachment:
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e Example 1: A baby seeking comfort from their mother when frightened
demonstrates the attachment bond.

o Example 2: A toddler smiling and feeling secure when held by their caregiver
reflects a positive attachment.

o Example 3: A child upset when separated from their parent showcases the
emotional connection formed.

Attachment Behavioral System:

o Example 1: A baby crying to attract the attention of their caregiver, ensuring
proximity.

e Example 2: A child reaching out for their parent's hand in an unfamiliar environment
displays attachment behaviors.

o Example 3: A toddler following their caregiver around the house to maintain
closeness.

Internal Working Models:

o Example 1: An adult who expects trust and reliability in relationships due to a secure
attachment in infancy.

e Example 2: An individual who struggles with intimacy, stemming from inconsistent
caregiving experiences.

o Example 3: A person who fears rejection in relationships, influenced by early
experiences of inconsistent care.

Certainly! Let's delve deeper into John Bowlby's Attachment Theory:
1. Secure Attachment:

o Definition: A healthy and balanced attachment style where the child feels
confident in the caregiver's availability and responsiveness.

+ Explanation: Securely attached individuals tend to form stable relationships,
express emotions openly, and have a positive view of self and others.

2. Insecure Attachment:

» Definition: An attachment style characterized by anxiety and uncertainty in the
caregiver's availability and responsiveness.
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« Explanation: Insecure attachment can manifest as either avoidant
(suppression of attachment needs) or ambivalent/resistant (inconsistency in
seeking and avoiding closeness).

3. Monotropy:

o Definition: The theory that infants form a primary attachment to one main
caregiver, usually the mother.

« Explanation: Bowlby suggested that this primary attachment figure plays a
crucial role in the child's emotional development and sense of security.

Examples:
Secure Attachment:

e Example 1: A child exploring the environment with confidence, periodically checking
in with the caregiver, secure in the knowledge of their availability.

o Example 2: An individual in a romantic relationship expressing emotions openly and
trusting their partner's support.

o Example 3: A teenager seeking guidance and comfort from parents during
challenging times, feeling secure in their support.

Insecure Attachment:

o Example 1: An avoidantly attached child appearing indifferent to the caregiver's
departure or return, suppressing the need for closeness.

e Example 2: A person with ambivalent/resistant attachment seeking closeness but
feeling anxious and unsure of the caregiver's response.

o Example 3: An adult with insecure attachment struggling with trust in relationships,
fearing abandonment or rejection.

Monotropy:

o Example 1: A baby forming a strong attachment to their primary caregiver, usually
the mother, seeking comfort and security from her.

o Example 2: Atoddler displaying distress when separated from the primary caregiver,
emphasizing the significance of that specific relationship.
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e Example 3: A child turning to the primary caregiver for reassurance in unfamiliar
situations, reinforcing the role of the main attachment figure.

1. Internal Working Models and Later Relationships:

» Definition: The idea that early attachment experiences shape an individual's
expectations and behaviors in future relationships.

» Explanation: Positive early attachments contribute to the development of trust,
intimacy, and positive expectations in adult relationships, while negative
experiences may lead to challenges.

2. Criticisms and Further Developments:

» Definition: Over time, researchers have critiqued aspects of Bowlby's theory,
leading to refinements and additions to better explain the complexities of
attachment.

« Explanation: Criticisms include cultural variations and the need to consider
factors beyond caregiver-infant interactions. Contemporary scholars have
expanded the theory to include diverse family structures and societal
influences.

3. Attachment Styles in Adulthood:

o Definition: The continuation of attachment styles from childhood into adult
relationships, influencing romantic interactions and emotional dynamics.

+ Explanation: Securely attached adults typically form trusting, satisfying
relationships, while insecurely attached individuals may experience challenges,
such as fear of intimacy or emotional dependency.

Examples:
Internal Working Models and Later Relationships:

e Example 1: An individual with a secure internal working model forming healthy,
trusting relationships in adulthood.

o Example 2: Someone with an insecure attachment history struggling with issues like
jealousy or difficulty in establishing long-term commitments.

Criticisms and Further Developments:
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e Example 1: Research addressing cultural variations in attachment, recognizing that
the theory's application may differ across diverse societies.

o Example 2: Contemporary scholars incorporating insights from neurobiology and
genetics to enhance our understanding of attachment processes.

Attachment Styles in Adulthood:

o Example 1: A securely attached adult experiencing comfort and security in their
romantic relationships, able to communicate openly with a partner.

o Example 2: An individual with an insecure attachment style exhibiting challenges
such as avoidance of emotional intimacy or heightened anxiety in relationships.

John Bowlby's Attachment Theory remains influential in psychology, providing a
framework for understanding the profound impact of early relationships on human
development across the lifespan.
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