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Is the Christian Faith future oriented? List the Pros and Cons of Future oriented
beliefs.

Yes, Christianity is considered to be a future-oriented faith. Here's a breakdown of
the future orientation in Christian beliefs and the pros and cons of such a
perspective:

Future Orientation in Christianity

» Eternal Life: A core tenet of Christianity is the belief in an afterlife, heaven,
where believers will live eternally with God. This focus on what comes after
death shapes Christian values and goals.

» Second Coming: Many Christians believe in the eventual return of Jesus
Christ to establish God's kingdom on Earth. This future event is a source of
hope and motivation for many believers.

e Salvation: Central to Christianity is the concept of salvation, being saved from
sin and its consequences. While the act of salvation is believed to occur in the
present through faith in Jesus, the full realization of salvation is seen as future,
in the afterlife.

Pros of Future-Oriented Beliefs

e Hope and Purpose: The belief in a better future can provide hope and
meaning in difficult times. It can also give direction and purpose to life,
motivating followers to live according to their faith.
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o Motivation for Good Works: The belief in a future judgement can inspire
Christians to live morally and do good works in order to prepare for the
afterlife.

o Focus on the Bigger Picture: A future-oriented perspective can help people
maintain a broader perspective on their current challenges, trusting that God
has a plan.

Cons of Future-Oriented Beliefs

» Devaluing the Present: Overemphasis on the afterlife can lead to neglecting
the importance of living a fulfilling life in the present moment.

o Worldly Detachment: Excessive focus on future rewards can lead to a
detachment from worldly concerns and social justice issues.

o Potential for Manipulation: The promise of future rewards can be misused by
some religious leaders to manipulate or control followers.

It's important to note that Christianity also emphasizes the importance of living a
good life in the present and following God's teachings here on Earth. Ideally,
future-oriented beliefs should provide hope and purpose without neglecting the
importance of the present.

List 20 Future oriented beliefs from the Bible and 20 present-oriented.
Future-Oriented Beliefs in the Bible (20)

The Bible is filled with verses that point towards a future hope and the coming of
the Kingdom of God. Here are 20 examples:

1. Eternal Life: John 3:16 - "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."

2. Second Coming of Christ: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 - "For the Lord himself will
come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive, who are remaining, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with
the Lord."

3. Resurrection of the Dead: 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 - "But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For
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as by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For
in Adam all die, and in Christ all will be made alive."

4. New Heaven and New Earth: Revelation 21:1 - "Then | saw a new heaven and
a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more."

5. Reunion with Believers: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 - "But we do not want you to
be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve
as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep in him."

6. Judgement Day: Matthew 25:31-33 - "When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left."

7. The Kingdom of God: Matthew 6:10 - "Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven."

8. Healing of Creation: Romans 8:19-21 - "For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God."

These are just a few examples, and there are many other passages throughout the
Bible that speak of future hope and God's plan for the world.

Present-Oriented Beliefs in the Bible (20)

The Bible also emphasizes the importance of living a good life in the present
moment and following God's teachings here on Earth. Here are 20 examples:

1. Love God and Love Others: Matthew 22:37-39 - "And he said to him, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind." This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like
it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
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2.

3.

Following God's Commandments: Deuteronomy 10:12-13 - ""And now, Israel,
what does the Lord your God require of you? To fear the Lord your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the
Lord that | am commanding you today for your good.”

*Taking Care of the

| apologize, you're right, the future-oriented list was longer than 20. Here's a
revised list with 20 entries for both future and present-oriented beliefs:

Future-Oriented Beliefs in the Bible (20)
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Eternal Life: John 3:16

Second Coming of Christ: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
Resurrection of the Dead: 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
New Heaven and New Earth: Revelation 21:1
Reunion with Believers: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
Judgement Day: Matthew 25:31-33

The Kingdom of God: Matthew 6:10

Healing of Creation: Romans 8:19-21

. Millennial Reign: Revelation 20:1-6 (belief in a thousand-year reign of Christ

on Earth)

. Transformation of Believers: Philippians 3:20-21 (being transformed into the

likeness of Christ)

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb: Revelation 19:7-9 (a celebratory feast in
heaven)

The Defeat of Evil: Revelation 20:7-10 (the ultimate triumph of God over evil)
The New Jerusalem: Revelation 21:2 (the heavenly city)

The Fulfillment of God's Promises: Hebrews 10:35-36 (the certainty of God's
promises)
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The Consummation of All Things: 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 (the ultimate
completion of God's plan)

The Restoration of All Creation: Acts 3:19-21 (the eventual renewal of the
entire creation)

The Glorification of Believers: Romans 8:29-30 (the future state of believers
where they will be fully conformed to Christ)

The Unveiling of Mysteries: 1 Corinthians 13:12 (the future understanding of
God's plan)

The Reward of the Righteous: Matthew 25:34-40 (inheritance of eternal life)

. The Judgement of Unbelievers: Revelation 20:11-15 (eternal separation from

God)

Present-Oriented Beliefs in the Bible (20)

1.
2.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

© ® N O 0 » W

Love God and Love Others: Matthew 22:37-39

Following God's Commandments: Deuteronomy 10:12-13
Stewardship of Creation: Genesis 1:28 & 2:15 (caring for the Earth)
Honoring Parents: Exodus 20:12

Showing Mercy to the Poor: Deuteronomy 15:7-11

Practicing Justice: Micah 6:8

Forgiveness: Matthew 6:14-15

Truthfulness: Proverbs 12:22

. Generosity: Luke 6:38

Contentment: Philippians 4:11-13

Fulfilling One's Purpose: Ecclesiastes 9:10
Wise Decision-Making: Proverbs 2:1-5

Taking Care of Your Body: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Self-Control: Galatians 5:22-23
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Gratitude: 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Living in the Present: Matthew 6:25-27 (avoiding anxiety)
Spreading the Gospel: Matthew 28:19-20 (making disciples)
Worshiping God: John 4:23-24

Spiritual Growth: 2 Peter 1:5-8

Building Up the Church: Ephesians 4:11-16

Certainly, here are 20 pros and cons of future-oriented beliefs, along with relevant
verses:

Pros:

1.

Hope and Inspiration: Future-oriented beliefs provide hope and inspiration for
believers, encouraging them to persevere in faith.

o Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV): "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future."

. Motivation for Persistence: Belief in a promising future motivates individuals

to persist through challenges and hardships.

o Galatians 6:9 (NIV): "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up."

. Sense of Purpose: Future-oriented beliefs provide a sense of purpose and

direction in life, guiding believers toward fulfilling their potential.

e Philippians 3:14 (NIV): "I press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus."

. Eternal Perspective: Believing in an eternal future helps individuals maintain

perspective amidst temporal challenges.

e 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (NIV): "For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal."
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5. Comfort in Grief: Future-oriented beliefs offer comfort to those grieving loss,
assuring them of reunion in the afterlife.

o 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (NIV): "Brothers and sisters, we do not want you
to be uninformed about those who sleep in death so that you do not grieve
like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep in him."

6. Encouragement to Share Faith: The promise of a better future motivates
believers to share their faith with others, offering them the same hope.

o Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV): "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you."

7. Fulfillment of Prophecy: Future-oriented beliefs may involve the fulfillment of
prophecies, affirming the credibility of the faith.

o Acts 3:22-24 (NIV): "For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for
you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to
everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be
completely cut off from their people.' Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all
the prophets who have spoken have foretold these days."

8. Preparation for Eternity: Believers focus on preparing for eternity rather than
solely on temporary concerns, fostering spiritual growth.

o Colossians 3:2 (NIV): "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things."

9. Resilience in Trials: Future-oriented beliefs equip individuals with resilience in
facing trials, knowing they are temporary.

e 2 Corinthians 4:16-17 (NIV): "Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal
glory that far outweighs them all."

10. Strengthening of Faith: Believing in a promising future strengthens faith,
reinforcing trust in God's faithfulness.
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Hebrews 11:1 (NIV): "Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see."

Cons:

1.

Neglect of Present Responsibilities: Excessive focus on the future may lead
to neglecting present responsibilities and opportunities for growth.

o Matthew 6:34 (NIV): "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own."

. Risk of Complacency: Belief in a favorable future may lead to complacency in

addressing present challenges or injustices.

e Proverbs 27:1 (NIV): "Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know
what a day may bring."

. Misplaced Priorities: Future-oriented beliefs might lead to prioritizing

personal gain or comfort over serving others in the present.

o James 4:13-14 (NIV): "Now listen, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow we
will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make
money.' Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes."

Escapism from Reality: Overemphasis on future rewards might foster
escapism, where individuals disengage from present reality.

o 1 Corinthians 15:19 (NIV): "If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we
are of all people most to be pitied."

. Anxiety about the Future: Fixating on the future may lead to anxiety about

uncertainties and outcomes.

e Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV): "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."

. Conflict with Present Enjoyment: Excessive concern about the future may

hinder enjoyment of the present blessings.
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o Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 (NIV): "I know that there is nothing better for people
than to be happy and to do good while they live. That each of them may
eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God."

7. Disillusionment if Expectations Not Met: Unrealized future expectations can
lead to disillusionment and loss of faith.

e Proverbs 13:12 (NIV): "Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing
fulfilled is a tree of life."

8. Overlooked Opportunities in the Present: Focusing excessively on the future
may cause individuals to overlook opportunities for growth and impact in the
present.

o Ephesians 5:15-16 (NIV): "Be very careful, then, how you live—not as
unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the
days are evil."

9. Dependency on Future Outcomes for Happiness: Depending solely on future
outcomes for happiness may result in dissatisfaction with the present.

o 1Timothy 6:6 (NIV): "But godliness with contentment is great gain."

10. Ignorance of Present Blessings: Preoccupation with the future may blind
individuals to the blessings and opportunities of the present.

e Psalm
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