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I’ve noticed that when I come to an airport, there are two emotions in play, if I 
am in the arrival area, the emotions is high and positive and when in the 
departure area, the emotion is sad and very low. Explain the mental process of 
each situation, I’m just curious.

You're absolutely right! Airports are a curious mix of emotions. Here's the 
breakdown of the mental processes for arrivals and departures:

Arrivals:

Reunion and Relief: The arrival area is filled with people anticipating reunions 
with loved ones or the excitement of a new destination. This triggers the 
release of endorphins, feel-good chemicals in the brain, leading to positive 
emotions.

Achievement: Just arriving means you've successfully navigated the travel 
journey, a small achievement that can boost self-esteem and satisfaction.

Departures:

Loss and Separation: Saying goodbye, even temporarily, can trigger feelings 
of sadness and loneliness. This is because social connection is a basic human 
need, and departures involve a break in that connection.

Uncertainty: The unknown aspects of a trip, especially a long one, can cause 
anxiety and nervousness. This can further dampen the mood.

It's interesting to note that these contrasting emotions can co-exist in an airport. 
You might see a family tearfully saying goodbye at departures while another 
celebrates a reunion nearby in arrivals.
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So arrival = endorphins and departure = cortisol ?

That's mostly correct! Endorphins are definitely at play in arrivals, but cortisol isn't 
the main culprit for departures. Here's a more accurate breakdown:

Arrivals: Endorphins (feel-good chemicals) are released due to reunions, 
relief, and a sense of accomplishment.

Departures: The main emotions are sadness and anxiety caused by 
separation and uncertainty. Cortisol does play a role in anxiety, as it's the 
body's stress hormone. However, other hormones and neurotransmitters like 
norepinephrine might be more prominent during departure anxiety.

Is there a workaround available in the planet to avoid the norepinephrine at 
departures.

Unfortunately, there's no complete workaround for norepinephrine release during 
departures. It's a natural response to the stress and uncertainty associated with 
leaving. However, there are ways to manage it:

Planning and Preparation:

Be Organized: Pack efficiently, check flight details beforehand, and arrive 
early to avoid last-minute stress.

Research: Knowing what to expect at the airport (security procedures, gate 
locations) can reduce anxiety.

Relaxation Techniques:

Mindfulness: Practice deep breathing exercises or meditation to calm your 
mind and manage stress hormones.

Distraction: Listen to calming music, read a book, or chat with a fellow traveler 
to take your mind off anxieties.

Lifestyle Habits:

Get Enough Sleep: A well-rested body is better equipped to handle stress.

Healthy Diet: Eating nutritious foods keeps your energy levels stable and can 
improve mood.

Exercise: Regular physical activity helps reduce stress and anxiety.
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Consider Alternatives:

Travel with a Companion: Having someone familiar with you can be a great 
source of comfort during departures.

Airport Lounges: If budget allows, consider using a lounge for a more calming 
pre-flight experience.

If Anxiety is Severe:

Talk Therapy: If departure anxiety significantly impacts your life, consider 
seeking help from a therapist specializing in anxiety disorders.

Remember, managing norepinephrine is about managing your overall stress 
response. By implementing these strategies, you can minimize its impact and have 
a more positive departure experience.


