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AI-00944 Don’t Kill an Elephant 
using a toothpick

Owner R Rigel Arcayan

Tags Life

Created time

Synthesize the following: Don’t kill an elephant with a toothpick.

Attempting something impossible or using an entirely inadequate tool for the job.

List 20 Examples

1. Trying to fix a flat tire with a butter knife.

2. Using a teaspoon to dig a hole for a fence post.

3. Blowing out birthday candles with a leaf blower.

4. Expecting to win a marathon on a bicycle built for two.

5. Calming a furious bull with a lullaby.

6. Using a fly swatter to swat a wasp nest.

7. Painting a house with a toothbrush.

8. Trying to hold back the ocean with a bucket.

9. Learning a new language by osmosis (just being around speakers). 1 0. 
Defusing a bomb with a pair of nail clippers.

10. Weeding a garden with your bare hands.

11. Using a slingshot to take down a satellite.

12. Chasing a cheetah on a scooter.

13. Trying to reason with a brick wall (metaphor for someone impossible to 
convince).
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14. Learning to swim by reading a book.

15. Fixing a leaky pipe with chewing gum.

16. Trying to impress your boss with a crayon drawing (unless it's part of a 
creative presentation).

17. Using a hair dryer to defrost a frozen car.

18. Trying to run a company with a calculator (ignoring all other crucial aspects).

19. Teaching a dog advanced calculus with treats.


