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In the art of deflecting in answering a vague, controversial questions, there is a 
method that is full of wisdom and grace.  List 20 examples.

Here are 20 examples of deflecting vague or controversial questions with wisdom 
and grace:

1. Acknowledge the Complexity: "That's a complex issue with many viewpoints. 
Perhaps you could tell me more about what interests you about it?"

2. Shift Focus to Common Ground: "It's a topic that can spark strong feelings. 
What are some aspects we can both agree on?"

3. Offer Information, Not Opinions: "There have been interesting studies done 
on this topic. Would you like to hear some of the findings?"

4. Highlight Nuance: "There's a lot to unpack there. Can you be more specific 
about what you'd like to know?"

5. Redirect to Facts: "It's an important discussion. Let's focus on the facts 
surrounding the issue."

6. Appeal to Curiosity: "That's a thought-provoking question. What made you 
ask it?"

7. Emphasize Openness: "I appreciate you bringing this up. I'm always open to 
hearing different perspectives."

8. Focus on Solutions: "Instead of dwelling on the problem, maybe we can 
brainstorm some solutions together?"

9. Bridge Divides: "This can be a divisive topic, but I believe in finding common 
ground. What are your thoughts?"
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10. Celebrate Differences: "It's great that we have diverse opinions on this. 
That's what makes for a healthy discussion."

11. Suggest Further Exploration: "That's a big question. There are some great 
resources out there that might provide more insight."

12. Offer Personal Anecdote (if relevant): "This issue is close to my heart. Here's 
a personal experience that might shed some light."

13. Humor (carefully): "That's a question for the philosophers! But seriously, what 
are your thoughts?" (Use humor sparingly and only if appropriate for the 
context)

14. Respectful Disagreement: "I appreciate your perspective, although I see it 
differently. Would you be open to hearing my thoughts?"

15. Appeal to Values: "This issue touches on some important values. Which 
values are most important to you in this situation?"

16. Highlight Positive Outcomes: "Let's focus on the positive aspects of this 
issue. What are some potential benefits?"

17. Redirect to an Authority: "This is a complex area, and I'm not an expert. 
Perhaps a specialist could offer a more informed opinion."

18. Emphasize Personal Journey: "This is a topic I'm still forming my own opinion 
on. What's your perspective?"

19. Focus on the Future: "The past can be a good teacher, but let's focus on how 
to move forward constructively."

20. Invite Further Discussion: "This is a conversation worth having. Would you 
like to continue discussing this later?"


