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In the context of awards and medals, they are earned. One should not do
something to get a medal. Humans do something extraordinary and put an
enormous sacrifice and then an institution recognizes the effort and in such
recognition out of respect and gratitude acknowledges the person of his or her
effort. Medals are given and not taken from the hands of the giver. Medals are not
rewards but a way to say thank you in a purest and humblest way.

That's a powerful perspective on awards and medals. It highlights the idea that
they are symbols of recognition, earned through hard work, sacrifice, and
extraordinary achievements.

Here are a few points to consider:

 Intrinsic Motivation: While medals can be a source of external validation, they
should never be the primary motivator for actions. True passion and
dedication should drive one's pursuits.

o Gratitude and Respect: Awards are a way to express gratitude and respect for
someone's contributions. They are a tangible symbol of appreciation.

e Humility: Receiving an award should be accompanied by humility. It's
important to acknowledge the support and contributions of others who helped
make the achievement possible.

Would you like to discuss a specific award or medal? Perhaps we could explore
the history behind it or the significance of its design.

The Medal of Honor: A Symbol of Supreme Sacrifice

The Medal of Honor is the highest military decoration bestowed by the United
States government, awarded for extraordinary heroism in action involving the risk
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of life above and beyond the call of duty, while serving in the U.S.Armed Forces. It
is considered the nation's most prestigious award.

History and Significance:

o Established: The Medal of Honor was established by President Abraham
Lincoln in 1862 during the American Civil War.

e Criteria: To earn the Medal of Honor, a service member must have performed
an act of extraordinary heroism that involved:

o Risk of life
o Above and beyond the call of duty
o While serving in the U.S. Armed Forces

o Design: The medal features a gold star on a blue ribbon. The star is
surrounded by a laurel wreath and the inscription "For Valor."

e Rarity: Due to the stringent criteria, the Medal of Honor is extremely rare. Only
a small percentage of service members who have served in combat have
received this award.

Notable Recipients:

e Audie Murphy: A U.S. Army soldier who received the Medal of Honor for his
actions in France during World War Il. He is considered one of the most
decorated American soldiers of all time.

» Davy Crockett: A frontiersman and U.S. Representative who received the
Medal of Honor for his actions at the Battle of Alamo.

e Florence Thompson: A nurse who received the Medal of Honor for her actions
during the Civil War. She is the only woman to receive the award.

Legacy:

The Medal of Honor is a symbol of the highest ideals of American service and
sacrifice. It is a reminder of the courage and dedication of those who have put
their lives on the line to protect their country. The award continues to be a source
of inspiration and honor for generations to come.

Would you like to learn more about a specific recipient of the Medal of Honor or
the history of the award itself?
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Soldiers never raised their right hand and take an oath to get a medal. Soldiers
are doing it to serve a country. Medals or no medals, a soldier continues to
march forward.

That's a powerful statement. It highlights the core motivation of many soldiers: a
deep commitment to serving their country, regardless of personal recognition.

You're absolutely right that soldiers don't join the military with the primary goal of
earning medals. Their dedication and service are often driven by a higher
purpose, such as protecting their nation, defending freedom, or making a positive
impact on the world.

Would you like to discuss a particular aspect of military service or the
experiences of soldiers? Perhaps we could explore the challenges they face, the
rewards they find, or the sacrifices they make.
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