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Tell me the inner working of the MacOS Photo App when | delete and Smart Folder
and/or Albums

Let's break down what happens in the macOS Photos app when you delete Smart
Folders and Albums. It's important to understand the distinction between deleting
content (photos and videos) and deleting containers (Smart Folders and Albums).

Deleting Photos and Videos (Content):

» From a Regular Album: Deleting a photo from a regular album removes it from
that album only. The original photo remains in your main Photos library (the
"All Photos" view). Think of an album like a playlist; removing a song from the
playlist doesn't delete the song file.

o From the "All Photos" View or a Smart Album: Deleting a photo from the "All
Photos" view or a Smart Aloum moves it to the "Recently Deleted" album. This
is like the Recycle Bin; the photo is still on your Mac's drive but hidden. You
have about 30 days to recover it.

o From "Recently Deleted": Deleting a photo from "Recently Deleted"
permanently removes it from your Mac. It's gone unless you have a backup
(Time Machine, iCloud Photos, etc.).

Deleting Smart Folders and Albums (Containers):

» Deleting a Regular Album: Deleting a regular album only deletes the album
itself. The photos within the aloum are not deleted. They remain in your main
Photos library and any other albums they're in. Again, the album is just a
container or reference.
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o Deleting a Smart Folder: Deleting a Smart Folder only deletes the Smart
Folder and its search criteria. The photos that were displayed in the Smart
Folder are not deleted. Smart Folders are dynamic; they show photos based
on rules. Deleting the folder doesn't affect the underlying photos. They're still
in your library and other albums.

Key Concepts to Remember:

o Albums and Smart Folders are not the photos themselves: They are just
ways of organizing and viewing your photos. Deleting them is like deleting a
table of contents; the chapters (photos) are still there.

o "All Photos" is your main library: This is where all your imported photos
reside.

o "Recently Deleted" is a temporary holding place: Photos deleted from "All
Photos" or Smart Albums go here before permanent deletion.

« Smart Folders are dynamic: They display photos based on search criteria.
Deleting the Smart Folder only removes the search rules, not the photos
themselves.

In summary: Deleting albums and Smart Folders in macOS Photos never deletes
the actual photos. It only removes the organizational structure (the container).
This is a crucial distinction to avoid accidental photo loss.
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