
AI-01473 Transference Focused 
Therapy

Owner R Rigel Arcayan

Tags Psychology

Created time

Explain Transference focused therapy

Transference-Focused Therapy (TFP) is a type of psychotherapy primarily 
developed for individuals diagnosed with borderline personality disorder (BPD) A. 
It aims to help people develop a more positive self-image and more constructive 
behaviors by focusing on the relationship between the therapist and the patient B.

Here are some key points about TFP:

Transference: This refers to the phenomenon where a patient projects 
emotions or expectations onto the therapist, often unconsciously A. TFP uses 
this transference to identify and address problematic patterns of interaction as 
they arise during therapy sessions A.

Object Relations Theory: TFP is based on this theory, which suggests that 
humans are motivated by social interactions and relationships with others A. 
The therapy focuses on improving these relationships to help individuals make 
lasting changes A.

Twice-Weekly Sessions: TFP typically involves meeting with a therapist twice 
a week for a period of one to three years B.

Integration of Split Parts: The primary goal of TFP is to integrate split-off 
parts of the self and object representations, helping patients develop a more 
nuanced and integrated sense of self and others C.

TFP has been shown to be effective in reducing symptoms of BPD, such as 
impulsivity, irritability, anger, and self-harm, as well as improving emotional 
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regulation and social interactions A.

Does this help clarify what Transference-Focused Therapy is about?

More or object relation theory

Object Relations Theory is a branch of psychoanalytic theory that emphasizes the 
importance of early relationships, particularly with primary caregivers, in shaping 
an individual's personality and emotional development A. Here are some key 
points:

Early Attachments: The theory posits that our early attachments with 
caregivers, especially the mother, play a crucial role in forming our internalized 
mental representations of self and others A.

Internalized Objects: "Objects" in this context refer to significant others, such 
as parents or caregivers, and their internalized representations B. These 
internal objects influence how we perceive and interact with others throughout 
life B.

Phantasy Life: Melanie Klein, a key figure in Object Relations Theory, focused 
on the unconscious phantasy life of infants, which includes their anxieties and 
fantasies about their caregivers A.

Developmental Stages: The theory outlines stages such as the Paranoid-
Schizoid Position and the Depressive Position, which describe how infants 
process their experiences and emotions A.

Object Constancy: This concept refers to the ability to recognize that objects 
(people) do not change just because they are not currently perceived, which is 
crucial for stable relationships B.

Would you like to know more about any specific aspect of Object Relations 
Theory?

List 22 examples.

This is for informational purposes only. For medical advice or diagnosis, consult a 
professional.

Transference is a psychological phenomenon where individuals unconsciously 
redirect feelings or desires from one person to another. In therapy, it often 
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involves the client projecting feelings from past relationships, particularly those 
with caregivers, onto the therapist. This can manifest in various ways, such as 
seeing the therapist as a parental figure, romantic partner, or even an enemy.

Transference-focused psychotherapy (TFP) is a specific type of therapy that 
utilizes transference as a central tool for understanding and addressing a client's 
emotional and relational patterns. By carefully observing and interpreting the 
client's reactions and projections towards the therapist, the therapist can gain 
valuable insights into the client's inner world and help them work through 
unresolved issues.

Here are 22 examples of how transference might manifest in therapy:

1. Idealization: The client sees the therapist as perfect and all-knowing, similar 
to how they may have idealized a parent in childhood.

2. Devaluation: The client may suddenly become critical and dismissive of the 
therapist, mirroring a pattern of disappointment or anger from past 
relationships.

3. Seeking approval: The client constantly seeks the therapist's approval and 
validation, reflecting a need for reassurance that may stem from childhood 
experiences.

4. Resisting authority: The client may resist the therapist's guidance or 
challenge their expertise, possibly due to past experiences with authoritarian 
figures.

5. Dependency: The client becomes overly reliant on the therapist for support 
and decision-making, mirroring a dependent relationship with a caregiver.

6. Emotional mirroring: The client unconsciously adopts the therapist's 
emotional state, reflecting a desire to please or connect with them.

7. Testing boundaries: The client may test the therapist's limits by being late, 
canceling appointments, or pushing emotional boundaries, possibly due to 
past experiences with inconsistent or unreliable caregivers.

8. Sexualized transference: The client develops romantic or sexual feelings 
towards the therapist, which can be a way of seeking love or attention.
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9. Aggressive transference: The client expresses anger or hostility towards the 
therapist, potentially stemming from unresolved anger in past relationships.

10. Fearful transference: The client experiences anxiety or fear in the presence 
of the therapist, possibly due to past experiences with abuse or trauma.

11. Parental transference: The client sees the therapist as a parent figure, 
seeking guidance, protection, or nurturing.

12. Sibling transference: The client relates to the therapist as a sibling, feeling 
competitive, jealous, or supportive.

13. Romantic transference: The client develops romantic feelings towards the 
therapist, idealizing them as a potential partner.

14. Erotic transference: The client experiences intense sexual attraction towards 
the therapist, which can be a way of seeking intimacy or validation.

15. Negative transference: The client projects negative qualities onto the 
therapist, such as being judgmental, uncaring, or incompetent.

16. Positive transference: The client projects positive qualities onto the therapist, 
such as being kind, understanding, or helpful.

17. Ambivalent transference: The client experiences a mix of positive and 
negative feelings towards the therapist, reflecting a complex or unresolved 
relationship from the past.

18. Countertransference: The therapist's own unconscious reactions and 
feelings towards the client, which can be influenced by the client's 
transference.

19. Resistance: The client may resist the therapeutic process, avoiding difficult 
emotions or topics, which can be a form of transference.

20. Somatization: The client may express emotional distress through physical 
symptoms, which can be a way of avoiding emotional issues related to 
transference.

21. Acting out: The client may engage in behaviors outside of therapy that reflect 
unresolved emotional issues related to transference, such as substance abuse 
or self-harm.
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22. Termination reactions: The client may experience intense emotions, such as 
sadness, anger, or abandonment, when the therapy is about to end, reflecting 
past experiences with loss or separation.

List a hypothetical therapist conversation vs patient on TFP session.

It's important to note that transference is a normal and natural part of the 
therapeutic process. When managed effectively, it can be a powerful tool for 
healing and growth.

List a hypothetical therapist conversation vs patient on TFP session.

Here's a hypothetical conversation between a therapist and patient in a TFP 
session, illustrating some aspects of transference and how the therapist might 
address it:

Patient (Sarah): I had a really frustrating week. My boss… he’s just so demanding.  
It’s like he’s never satisfied.  No matter what I do, it’s not good enough.  I feel like 
I’m constantly walking on eggshells around him.

Therapist: That sounds incredibly stressful, Sarah.  It brings up a lot of feelings 
for you.

Sarah:  Yeah, it does.  It makes me so angry.  And then I feel stupid, like I should 
be able to handle it.  Like I’m failing.

Therapist:  You mention feeling angry and then stupid.  Does this feeling of not 
being good enough resonate with any other relationships in your life?

Sarah: (Pauses, looks down)  I… I guess it’s kind of like how I felt with my dad.  He 
was never really happy with me either.  Always pushing me to do better, but no 
matter how hard I tried…

Therapist:  So, this feeling of not being good enough, of constantly trying to 
please someone who seems impossible to please, brings up memories of your 
father.

Sarah:  Yeah.  And even now, talking about it… I feel like you’re judging me too. 
Like I’m complaining too much.

Therapist: (Gently)  Sarah, I’m not judging you.  It’s important that you can share 
these feelings here.  It sounds like you’re worried about disappointing me, much 
like you worried about disappointing your father.
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Sarah: (Tears welling up)  I guess I am.  I just… I want you to think I’m doing well in 
therapy.

Therapist:  It’s understandable that you would want my approval.  It sounds like 
that’s something you’ve longed for.  But remember, this space is for you.  It’s not 
about performing for me.  It’s about exploring these feelings and understanding 
where they come from.  We can talk more about this feeling of needing approval, 
and how it might be affecting your relationships, including the one with your boss, 
and even the one with me.

Sarah:  (Sniffling)  Okay.

Therapist:  So, let’s go back to your boss for a moment.  You said he’s very 
demanding.  Can you tell me more about a specific interaction you had with him 
this week?

(The conversation continues, exploring the specific situation with the boss, 
while also keeping in mind the underlying dynamics related to the transference 
and Sarah's relationship with her father.)

Key elements illustrated in this example:

Transference: Sarah projects feelings related to her father (feeling not good 
enough, needing approval) onto the therapist.

Therapist's Interpretation: The therapist gently points out the connection 
between Sarah's feelings towards her boss and her past relationship with her 
father.

Focus on the "Here and Now": The therapist connects the feelings in the 
room (towards the therapist) with Sarah's experiences outside of therapy.

Exploration of Feelings: The therapist encourages Sarah to explore her 
feelings without judgment, creating a safe space for her to do so.

No Direct Reassurance: Instead of simply reassuring Sarah that she is "doing 
well," the therapist focuses on exploring the underlying need for reassurance.

This is just a brief example, and TFP can be a complex and nuanced process.  The 
therapist's interventions will vary depending on the specific client and the 
dynamics of the therapeutic relationship.

AI-01473 Transference Focused Therapy 6


