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Explain and delve on master stroke . List 22 examples.

A “master stroke” refers to a highly skillful, strategic, or brilliant action or decision 
that leads to significant success or advantage. It’s often used to describe a 
decisive move that demonstrates exceptional foresight, creativity, or expertise. 
This term is common in contexts like leadership, business, sports, military 
strategies, and art.

Key Aspects of a Master Stroke

1. Strategic Brilliance – A well-thought-out move that changes the game.

2. High Impact – The result significantly alters the situation for the better.

3. Rare Skill – It requires expertise, courage, or creativity.

4. Timing – Often executed at a critical moment for maximum effect.

22 Examples of Master Strokes

Historical and Military

1. The Trojan Horse (Greek Mythology) – An ingenious plan to infiltrate Troy, 
leading to its downfall.

2. Alexander the Great’s Gordian Knot – Cutting through the knot symbolized 
solving a complex problem through bold action.

3. D-Day (Normandy Landings, WWII) – A decisive and well-planned invasion that 
turned the tide of the war.

4. Hannibal’s Battle of Cannae – A tactical masterpiece where Hannibal encircled 
and destroyed a larger Roman army.
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5. Napoleon’s Ulm Campaign – A swift and strategic movement that forced the 
surrender of an Austrian army.

Business and Economics

6. Steve Jobs Returning to Apple (1997) – His leadership transformed Apple from 
near bankruptcy to a tech giant.

7. Amazon’s Expansion into Cloud Computing (AWS) – Diversified Amazon’s 
revenue and revolutionized the cloud industry.

8. Elon Musk’s All-In Bet on SpaceX and Tesla – Betting his fortune to keep the 
companies afloat, which later paid off.

9. Coca-Cola’s Global Expansion Strategy – Turning Coca-Cola into one of the 
most recognized brands worldwide.

10. Warren Buffett’s Investment in Coca-Cola (1988) – A major long-term 
investment that became a cornerstone of Berkshire Hathaway’s portfolio.

Sports

11. Michael Jordan’s Return to the NBA (1995) – Revitalized his career and led the 
Chicago Bulls to another three-peat.

12. Leicester City Winning the Premier League (2016) – Masterful management 
and teamwork overcame 5000-1 odds.

13. Usain Bolt’s 100m World Record (2009) – A master stroke in athletic 
performance, setting a record still unbeaten.

14. Roger Federer’s Wimbledon Comeback (2017) – After injury, his strategic play 
secured another Grand Slam.

15. Floyd Mayweather’s Defensive Boxing Strategy – A masterclass in defensive 
techniques leading to an undefeated career.

Politics and Leadership

16. Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation – A strategic move to weaken 
the Confederacy and redefine the war.

17. Nelson Mandela’s Reconciliation Approach – Opting for unity and forgiveness 
over revenge in post-apartheid South Africa.
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18. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal – A transformative policy to pull the US out of 
the Great Depression.

19. Singapore’s Development Plan (Lee Kuan Yew) – Turning a small island into one 
of the world’s wealthiest nations.

20. Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March – A non-violent protest that sparked a 
nationwide movement for Indian independence.

Art and Culture

21. Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa – A masterstroke in art, showcasing innovative 
techniques in realism and expression.

22. J.K. Rowling’s Creation of Harry Potter – Crafting a cultural phenomenon that 
became a global legacy.

Why Master Strokes Matter

Inspiration: They showcase the potential of human creativity and resilience.

Impact: Often reshape industries, societies, or historical outcomes.

Lessons: Provide insights into decision-making, courage, and timing.

A master stroke is often recognized only in hindsight, where the significance of a 
bold and skillful move becomes clear.

AI-01534 Masterstroke 3


