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Explain the science behind Megger Tester and the test. List a step by step
procedure on how to perform a 3-phase AC system.

What is E and L in the Megger?

What is FDAS?

What is the best method to detect a failing main circuit breaker?

Let's break down the Megger tester and related electrical concepts.

The Science Behind a Megger Tester and the Test

A Megger tester, also known as an insulation resistance tester or megohmmeter, is
an instrument used to measure very high electrical resistance, typically in the
megaohm (MQ) range. Its primary purpose is to assess the condition and integrity
of electrical insulation in cables, motors, transformers, and other electrical
equipment.

Working Principle:

The fundamental principle behind a Megger is based on Ohm's Law (V = IR) and
the concept of electromagnetic induction (for older, hand-cranked models) or
electronic voltage generation (for modern battery-operated models).

» High Voltage Application: A Megger generates a high DC voltage (e.g., 500V,
1000V, 2500V, 5000V) and applies it across the insulation being tested. This
voltage is significantly higher than the normal operating voltage of the
equipment, helping to stress the insulation and reveal weaknesses.
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o Current Measurement: When this high voltage is applied, a very small current
(leakage current) will flow through or over the surface of the insulation, even if
it's in good condition. If the insulation is degraded, contaminated, or damaged,
this leakage current will be higher.

e Resistance Calculation: The Megger internally measures the applied voltage
and the resulting leakage current. Using Ohm's Law, it then calculates the
insulation resistance (R = V/I) and displays it, usually in megaohms (MQ).
Key Components (Traditional Hand-Cranked Megger):

e DC Generator: A hand-cranked generator (or electronic circuit in modern
versions) produces the high DC test voltage.

» Moving Coil Instrument: This acts as a direct-reading ohmmeter. It typically
consists of:

o Pressure Coil (PC) / Voltage Coil: Connected across the test voltage, it
produces a deflection proportional to the voltage.

o Current Coil (CC) / Deflecting Coil: Connected in series with the insulation
under test, it produces a deflection proportional to the leakage current.

o Permanent Magnet: Provides the magnetic field for the coils to interact with.

« Protective Ring (Guard Terminal): This is a crucial feature that diverts surface
leakage currents around the measurement circuit, ensuring that only the
current flowing through the bulk of the insulation is measured, providing a
more accurate reading.

The Test (Insulation Resistance Test):

The Megger test determines if there are low resistance paths to ground or
between windings/conductors due to insulation deterioration. Good insulation
should exhibit very high resistance (ideally infinite). A low resistance reading
indicates a problem.

Factors affecting the readings include temperature, humidity, and the size of the
insulation system. Industry standards often specify minimum insulation resistance
values (e.g., 1 \text{ M}\Omega per 1 \text{ kV} of operating voltage, plus 1 \text{
MHOmega).
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Step-by-Step Procedure for a 3-Phase AC System Insulation Resistance Test
Safety First! Always prioritize safety. Ensure the circuit is de-energized and locked
out/tagged out (LOTO) before performing any insulation resistance testing. Treat
all circuits as live until proven otherwise. Wear appropriate PPE (personal
protective equipment).

Equipment Needed:

o Megger Tester (with appropriate voltage range, typically 500V DC or 1000V
DC for common industrial systems).

Clean rags.

Wire brushes or sandpaper (if terminals are corroded).

Schematics or wiring diagrams of the system.
Procedure:

De-energize and Isolate:

o Turn off all power to the 3-phase system (e.g., main circuit breaker,
disconnect switch).

o Verify zero voltage on all phases and neutral using a voltage meter at the
point of testing.

o Apply LOTO procedures to prevent accidental re-energization.

o Open and visually inspect all disconnects, circuit breakers, and fuses to
ensure complete isolation.

e Clean Connections:

o Clean any dirt, dust, or moisture from the terminals and insulation surfaces
of the equipment to be tested. Contamination can lead to inaccurate
readings.

o l|dentify Test Points:
o For a 3-phase system, you will typically test:
= Each phase to ground (L1-G, L2-G, L3-G)
» Phase to phase (L1-L2, L1-L3, L2-L3)
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» Neutral to ground (N-G), if applicable and isolated from ground for
testing.

o Connect the Megger:

o E (Earth/Ground) Terminal: Connect this lead to a reliable earth ground
point of the system (e.g., the equipment chassis, earth bus bar).

o L (Line) Terminal: Connect this lead to the conductor or winding you want
to test.

o G (Guard) Terminal (if available): If you have a guard terminal, connect it to
any potential leakage paths you want to bypass, such as the insulation
surface or adjacent windings, to ensure you're only measuring the
resistance through the bulk insulation.

o Perform the Tests (Individual Steps):
o Phase 1to Ground (L1-G):
= Disconnect L1 from its load/source.
= Connect the Megger's 'L’ terminal to the L1 conductor.
= Connect the Megger's 'E' terminal to the system's ground.
= Ensure L2 and L3 are isolated and not connected to L1 during this test.
= Apply the test voltage (e.g., 500V DC or 1000V DC) for one minute.

= Record the insulation resistance reading after one minute. This is often
called a "spot reading."

= Discharge the circuit after testing (many modern Meggers do this
automatically).

o Phase 2 to Ground (L2-G):

» Repeat the process for L2, ensuring L1 and L3 are isolated.
o Phase 3 to Ground (L3-G):

= Repeat the process for L3, ensuring L1and L2 are isolated.

o Neutral to Ground (N-G) (if applicable):
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= [f the neutral is normally grounded, you might need to temporarily
unground it for this test, if permissible and safe to do so, to get a true
insulation resistance reading.

= Connect 'L' to the neutral conductor and 'E' to the system ground.
= Apply voltage and record.

o Phase-to-Phase Tests (L1-L2, L1-L3, L2-L3):
= [solate both phases from ground and other phases.

= Connect the Megger's 'L' terminal to one phase (e.g., L1) and its 'E'
terminal to the other phase (e.g., L2).

= Apply voltage and record. Repeat for all phase combinations.
¢ Analyze Results:

o Compare the readings to manufacturer specifications, industry standards
(e.g., NETA, IEEE), or previous test results for the same equipment.

o Trends over time are very important. A sudden drop in insulation
resistance indicates a problem.

o Low readings suggest insulation degradation, moisture ingress, or
contamination.

* Reconnection and Restoration:
o Once testing is complete and satisfactory, safely reconnect all conductors.
o Remove LOTO.

o Re-energize the system, carefully monitoring for any issues.
Note on Polarization Index (PI) and Dielectric Absorption Ratio (DAR):
For more comprehensive assessments, especially on larger equipment like
motors and transformers, you might perform time-resistance tests such as
the Polarization Index (PI) or Dielectric Absorption Ratio (DAR).

o DAR: Ratio of the 60-second reading to the 30-second reading.

o PI: Ratio of the 10-minute reading to the 1-minute reading.
These tests provide insights into the insulation's ability to absorb charge and
indicate its dryness and overall condition, beyond just a spot reading.
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What is E and L in the Megger?
In a typical Megger tester:

e L (Line) Terminal: This is the high-potential or "live" terminal. It is connected to
the conductor or winding whose insulation resistance you want to measure.
The high DC test voltage is applied from this terminal.

e E (Earth) Terminal: This is the ground or return terminal. It is connected to the
ground point of the system or the frame of the equipment being tested. The
leakage current flows from the 'L' terminal, through the insulation, and back to
the 'E' terminal.

e G (Guard) Terminal (if present): This is an optional but very useful terminal. It
is used to bypass surface leakage currents that might flow over the outside of
the insulation (e.g., due to dirt or moisture). By connecting the Guard terminal
to this surface path, the Megger diverts these currents, preventing them from
entering the measurement circuit and ensuring that only the current flowing
through the bulk insulation is measured, leading to a more accurate insulation
resistance reading.

What is FDAS?

FDAS stands for Fire Detection and Alarm System.

It is an integrated system of devices and components designed to detect the
presence of fire (or signs of fire, such as smoke, heat, or flame) and then alert
occupants and/or emergency services.

Key components of an FDAS typically include:

« Fire Detectors: (Smoke detectors, heat detectors, flame detectors, carbon
monoxide detectors) that sense the indicators of fire.

e Manual Call Points (Break Glass Stations): Devices that allow people to
manually activate an alarm.

o Fire Alarm Control Panel (FACP): The "brain" of the system, which receives
signals from detectors and call points, processes them, and initiates alarm
signals.
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Alarm Notification Appliances: (Sounders, horns, strobes, voice evacuation
systems) that alert occupants of the fire.

Monitoring and Communication Systems: May include connections to a central
monitoring station or directly to the fire department.

Ancillary Control Equipment: Can interface with other building systems, such
as HVAC shutdown, elevator recall, or automatic door release.

FDAS is crucial for life safety and property protection in buildings and
facilities.

What is the best method to detect a failing main circuit breaker?
Detecting a failing main circuit breaker involves a combination of visual inspection,
observation of symptoms, and electrical testing.

1.

Observation of Symptoms (Warning Signs):

Frequent Tripping: If the main breaker trips repeatedly without an apparent
overload or short circuit, it's a strong indicator of a problem.

Breaker Won't Reset: If the breaker trips and cannot be reset, or trips
immediately after being reset, it's likely faulty.

Burning Smell or Scorching: A distinct burning smell (like burnt plastic) or
visible scorch marks around the breaker or within the electrical panel are
critical signs of overheating and a serious issue.

Heat from the Breaker: Feeling excessive heat when touching the breaker
(carefully, without direct contact with terminals) is a bad sign.

Flickering Lights or Power Surges: Inconsistent power delivery, such as
flickering lights or devices experiencing surges, could indicate a problem with
the main breaker not maintaining a stable connection.

Humming or Buzzing Noises: Unusual or loud humming/buzzing sounds
coming from the breaker or panel.

. Visual Inspection (After De-energization):

Physical Damage: Look for cracks, discoloration, melted plastic, or other signs
of physical damage on the breaker body or terminals.
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e Loose Connections: Power off the panel (at the meter if possible, or by a
qualified electrician), then carefully check the tightness of the main power
cables connected to the breaker. Loose connections can cause arcing and
overheating.

e Corrosion: Check for rust or corrosion on the terminals.

3. Electrical Testing (Best Method - Requires a Qualified Electrician):
The most definitive way to detect a failing main circuit breaker is through
electrical testing using a multimeter or specialized circuit breaker testing
equipment. This should only be performed by a qualified and experienced
electrician due to the high voltages and inherent dangers involved.
Here's how an electrician would typically perform the test:

» Voltage Testing (with the breaker ON and OFF):

o With Breaker OFF: The electrician will turn off the main breaker. Using a
multimeter set to AC voltage, they will carefully test the "load side"
(output) terminals of the breaker. Ideally, there should be OV. If there's still
voltage, the breaker is faulty and not effectively opening the circuit.

o With Breaker ON: The electrician will turn the main breaker ON. They will
then test the "line side" (input) and "load side" (output) terminals for the
expected voltage (e.g., 240V or 120V depending on the system). If there's
significantly lower or no voltage on the load side when there is voltage on
the line side, the breaker is failing internally. They will also check for
voltage drop across the breaker itself.

e Continuity/Resistance Testing (with the breaker OFF and isolated):

o This test is performed with the breaker completely de-energized and
ideally removed from the panel for accurate results.

o The electrician will set the multimeter to the resistance or continuity
setting.

o They will test the continuity across the breaker's terminals when it's in the
"ON" position. A healthy breaker should show very low or zero resistance
(continuity). If there's high resistance or no continuity, the internal
contacts are likely faulty.
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o They will also test for continuity when the breaker is in the "OFF" position.
There should be infinite resistance (no continuity).

4. Thermal Imaging (Infrared Camera):

« While the system is under load, a thermal camera can reveal hot spots on
the main breaker or its connections, indicating excessive resistance and a
potential failure point. This is a non-contact, non-intrusive method that can
identify problems before they become critical.

o Trip Curve Testing (Specialized Equipment):

o For critical applications or larger industrial breakers, specialized test
equipment can be used to inject a controlled current into the breaker to
verify its trip curve (how quickly it trips at different overload levels). This
ensures the breaker will operate correctly under fault conditions.

In summary, while visual cues and symptoms can strongly suggest a problem,
definitive detection of a failing main circuit breaker requires professional electrical
testing using a multimeter, and possibly thermal imaging or trip curve testing. Due
to the high risk of electrocution and damage to property, never attempt to perform
these tests yourself unless you are a qualified and experienced electrician.
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