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Explain and unpack:
4 Principles of Cooperative Conversation

1. Quantity-don't say more or less than you have to
2. Quality-Tell the truth

3. Relation-Be relevant

4. Manner-Be clear, unambiguous, brief and orderly

These "4 Principles of Cooperative Conversation" are known as Grice's Maxims,
or the Cooperative Principle, proposed by philosopher Paul Grice. They describe
how people typically cooperate in conversation to achieve mutual understanding.
When people deviate from these maxims, it often creates specific effects or
implications in communication.

Let's unpack each one:

The Cooperative Principle

Grice's overall idea is that when we engage in conversation, we assume the other
person is trying to be cooperative and make a meaningful contribution to the
exchange. This doesn't mean we always follow these maxims perfectly, but we
interpret others' utterances as if they are trying to. When a maxim is "flouted"
(intentionally violated), it often carries an implicit meaning or implicature.
Unpacking the 4 Principles (Maxims)

1. Quantity: "Don’t say more or less than you have to."

o Explanation: This maxim suggests that you should provide just the right
amount of information — not too much and not too little.
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o Not too much: Avoid providing superfluous details, irrelevant information,
or repeating yourself unnecessarily. Overloading the listener can be
confusing or tedious.

o Not too little: Ensure you provide enough information for the listener to
understand your point adequately. Leaving out crucial details can lead to
misunderstanding or force the listener to ask for clarification.

e Why it's important: Efficiency and clarity. If you say too much, you might bore
or confuse the listener. If you say too little, you might not convey your
message effectively.

o Example of Following: If someone asks, "What time is it?" and you respond,
"It's 10:30 AM," you're following the maxim of Quantity.

o Example of Flouting (and its implicature):

o Too much: If someone asks, "Did you enjoy the movie?" and you reply,
"Well, the seats were comfortable, the popcorn was fresh, and the trailers
were interesting, but the plot was derivative, the acting was wooden, and
the ending was completely predictable," you're saying a lot more than a
simple "no" or "not really." The implicature might be that you had a very
detailed, perhaps critical, experience, and are being deliberately evasive
about a direct answer.

o Too little: If someone asks, "How was your trip to Paris?" and you reply, "It
was okay," with no further elaboration. The implicature might be that you
didn't enjoy it much but don't want to go into detail, or perhaps that you
found it unremarkable.

1. Quality: "Tell the truth."

o Explanation: This is arguably the most fundamental maxim. It requires
speakers to be truthful and to have evidence for what they say.

o Do not say what you believe to be false: Avoid lying or intentionally
misleading.

o Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence: Do not make claims
that you cannot substantiate.
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« Why it's important: Trust and reliability in communication. If we couldn't
generally trust that people are trying to tell the truth, conversation would be
very difficult.

o Example of Following: If you say, "The sky is blue," and it is indeed blue,
you're following the maxim of Quality.

o Example of Flouting (and its implicature):

o lrony/Sarcasm: If it's pouring rain and someone says, "What lovely
weather we're having!" they are clearly violating the maxim of Quality. The
implicature is that they mean the opposite — they are being sarcastic.

o Metaphor: "My lawyer is a shark." Obviously, the lawyer is not literally a
shark. The implicature is that the lawyer is aggressive, predatory, and very
effective in their field.

o Hyperbole: "I'm starving! | could eat a horse." This isn't literally true. The
implicature is that the speaker is extremely hungry.

1. Relation: "Be relevant."

o Explanation: This maxim dictates that your contribution to the conversation
should be pertinent to the current topic and flow of the discussion.

o Avoid sudden topic shifts that are unrelated.

o Ensure your remarks contribute to the overall purpose or direction of the
conversation.

o Why it's important: Coherence and progression of conversation. If people
constantly introduced irrelevant topics, conversation would be disjointed and
unproductive.

o Example of Following: If someone asks, "Are you coming to the party tonight?"
and you reply, "Yes, I'm looking forward to it," you're being relevant.

o Example of Flouting (and its implicature):

o Changing the subject: If your friend is talking about a serious relationship
problem and you suddenly interject with, "Hey, did you see that new movie
trailer?" you are flouting the maxim of Relation. The implicature might be
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that you're uncomfortable with the topic, or trying to lighten the mood, or
simply not paying attention.

o Evasion: If a politician is asked a direct question about policy and responds
by talking about their party's general achievements, they are flouting
Relation. The implicature is that they are avoiding the question, perhaps
because they don't have a good answer or don't want to commit.

1. Manner: "Be clear, unambiguous, brief, and orderly."

o Explanation: This maxim focuses on how you say something, rather than what
you say. It aims for clarity and ease of understanding.

o Be clear: Avoid jargon, overly complex sentences, or vague language.

o Be unambiguous: Ensure your words have only one possible interpretation
in context. Avoid double meanings.

o Be brief: Avoid unnecessary prolixity or verbosity. Get to the point.

o Be orderly: Present information in a logical sequence. If you're describing
events, describe them in the order they happened.

o Why it's important: To avoid confusion and facilitate understanding.

o Example of Following: Giving clear, step-by-step instructions for assembling
furniture.

» Example of Flouting (and its implicature):

o Obscurity/Ambiguity: If a company's terms and conditions are written in
extremely convoluted legal jargon, they are flouting the maxim of Manner.
The implicature might be that they don't want people to fully understand
the terms, or are trying to hide something.

o Lack of Order: If you're telling a story and constantly jump around in time
or introduce details out of sequence, you're flouting the maxim of Manner.
The implicature might be that you're disorganized, or perhaps intentionally
trying to build suspense in an unusual way.

o Lack of Brevity (Being overly verbose): If someone asks, "What did you do
today?" and you give a sprawling, detailed account of every minute of your
day, including mundane actions, you're flouting brevity. The implicature
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might be that you're bored, want attention, or are trying to avoid a more
concise answer.

In summary, Grice's Maxims provide a framework for understanding how
we make sense of conversations. While people don't always adhere to
them perfectly, the assumption that speakers are generally cooperative
allows us to interpret deviations from these maxims as carrying additional,
often unspoken, meaning (implicatures).

List 22 cooperative and uncooperative conversation examples.

Okay, let's list 22 examples, alternating between cooperative and uncooperative
conversations, and link them back to Grice's Maxims where appropriate.
Cooperative Conversation Examples (Following Grice's Maxims):

e Quantity:

o "What time is it?" "It's 3:45 PM." (Just enough information, not more or
less.)

o "Can you tell me how to get to the nearest bus stop?" "Walk two blocks
straight, then turn left at the traffic light. It'll be on your right." (Clear,
concise, and sufficient.)

e Quality:

o "Is this information accurate?" "Yes, | double-checked the data myself."
(Verifying truthfulness.)

o "Did you finish the report?" "No, I'm still working on the conclusion."
(Honest and factual.)

o Relation:

o "We need to discuss the budget for next quarter." "Right, so let's start with
the projected revenue." (Staying on topic and contributing to the goal.)

o "What's your opinion on the new policy?" "l think it has some potential
benefits for the employees." (Directly addressing the question.)

e Manner:

o "Please provide the steps to reset the router." "First, unplug the router.
Wait 30 seconds. Then, plug it back in." (Clear, brief, and orderly.)
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o "Could you explain your decision?" "l chose option B because it's the most
cost-effective and aligns with our long-term goals." (Clear and
unambiguous.)

o Combination (All Maxims Generally Followed):

o "How was your weekend?" "It was great! | went hiking in the mountains,
and the weather was perfect." (Quantity: sufficient; Quality: truthful;
Relation: relevant; Manner: clear, brief.)

o "What's your availability for the meeting on Friday?" "I'm free from 10 AM
to 12 PM." (Quantity: precise; Quality: true; Relation: relevant; Manner:
clear.)

o "I'm feeling a bit down today." "Oh, I'm sorry to hear that. Is there anything
| can do?" (Empathy, appropriate response, not overwhelming.)
Uncooperative Conversation Examples (Flouting or Violating Grice's
Maxims):

e Quantity (Saying too much or too little):
o Too Much:

= "What's your name?" "Well, you see, my given name is Michael, but
my friends call me Mike, and my grandmother, bless her soul, always
called me Mikey, and it's a long story, but my family actually
immigrated from..." (Excessive, irrelevant detail.)

= "Did you enjoy the movie?" "The air conditioning was working, the
seats were red, the usher had a mustache, the trailers were for other
movies, the sound system was functional, and | consumed a medium-
sized soda." (Describing irrelevant details instead of the core
experience, avoiding the question.)

o Too Little:

» "How was your trip to Japan?" "It was fine." (Insufficient information,
leaving the listener wanting more, possibly implying disinterest or a
desire not to elaborate.)

= "Where were you last night?" "Out." (Insufficient, potentially evasive.)

e Quality (Not telling the truth or lacking evidence):

Al-01902 Cooperative Conversation



o Lying/Misleading:

= (Seeing a friend covered in mud) "Did you fall over?" "No, of course
not. I'm perfectly clean." (Direct lie.)

= "Are you sure you sent that email?" "Absolutely, 100% yes!" (Knowing
they didn't send it). (False claim.)

o Lack of Evidence (Flouting for effect):

= (During a drought) "It's absolutely pouring outside! The streets are
rivers!" (Obvious exaggeration/hyperbole for humorous or dramatic
effect — flouting Quality.)

= "My dog is the smartest dog in the universe; he can practically do
calculus." (Exaggerated claim lacking evidence, but understood as
playful.)

« Relation (Being irrelevant):

o "We need to decide on the new marketing strategy." "By the way, did you
hear about the new coffee shop that opened downtown?" (Abrupt,
irrelevant topic change.)

o "What are your qualifications for this job?" "I'm really passionate about my
hobbies, like stamp collecting and competitive eating." (Completely
irrelevant to the professional context.)

e Manner (Being unclear, ambiguous, unbrief, or disorderly):
o Unclear/Ambiguous:

= "Where's the remote?" "It's near the thingamajig where we usually put
the stuff." (Vague and unhelpful.)

= "We need to discuss the implications of the current synergistic
paradigm shift within our organizational matrix." (Overly complex
jargon, hard to understand.)

o Unbrief/Disorderly:

= "How do | turn on this computer?" "Well, first, you have to consider the
history of computing, then the evolution of operating systems, then the
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specific manufacturer's design philosophy, and then..." (Excessively
long and circuitous explanation for a simple task.)

= "So | went to the store, and then | saw my friend, but before that, | had
breakfast, and then after | saw my friend, | remembered | needed milk,
but | already passed the dairy aisle, so | went back, but then my phone
rang..." (Disorderly, hard to follow narrative.)

o Combination (Mix of Flouting Maxims):

o "Did you enjoy the meal?" "The culinary amalgamation presented upon my
table did indeed engage my gustatory faculties in a manner not entirely
dissimilar to a moderately pleasant experience." (Overly verbose and
unclear, likely to avoid a direct positive or negative answer - flouting
Quantity, Manner.)

o (Responding to a serious question about a mistake) "Mistakes were made,
and processes will be reviewed, moving forward, in a continuous
improvement paradigm." (Vague, passive, avoids direct accountability -
flouting Quality and Manner.)

These examples illustrate how adherence to or deviation from Grice's
Maxims shapes the effectiveness and interpretation of our conversations.

Instead of "cooperative/uncooperative sign," which might be a bit ambiguous, let's
frame this as signs of adhering to Grice's Maxims (cooperative communication)
versus signs of flouting/violating Grice's Maxims (uncooperative communication,
or creating implicatures).

Here are 22 examples, alternating between cooperative and uncooperative
"signs" in conversation:
Cooperative Communication (Adhering to Maxims)

« Direct and succinct answers: "Yes." / "No." (Quantity, Manner)

e Providing just enough detail to answer a question: "The meeting starts at 10
AM." (Quantity)

o Statements that are factually accurate and verifiable: "The capital of France is
Paris." (Quality)
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e Openly admitting uncertainty or lack of knowledge: "I'm not sure, I'd have to
check." (Quality)

e Responses that directly address the question asked: "What's the forecast? It
will be sunny tomorrow." (Relation)

e Volunteering relevant information without being asked: "I've already finished
my part of the project." (Relation, Quantity)

 Clear, simple, and unambiguous language: "Close the door." (Manner)

e Speaking in a logical and organized sequence: "First, preheat the oven. Then,
mix the ingredients." (Manner)

e Using commonly understood terms instead of jargon: "Please ensure the
document is complete." (Manner)

« Maintaining eye contact and an attentive posture: (General sign of
engagement and cooperation, supports all maxims by indicating readiness to
receive/give clear info)

e Asking clarifying questions when genuinely confused: "Could you explain
what you mean by 'synergy'?" (Cooperative attempt to uphold
Manner/Relation if unclear)

Uncooperative Communication (Flouting or Violating Maxims)

e Providing excessive, unnecessary detail: "l woke up at 6:47 AM, stretched,
yawned, scratched my head, then walked to the bathroom, observing the dust
motes in the morning light, before brushing my teeth for exactly two minutes,
then..." (Quantity - too much)

o Giving an extremely brief or vague answer when more is needed: "How was
your day?" "Okay." (Quantity - too little)

e Obvious sarcasm or irony: (During a thunderstorm) "What beautiful weather!"
(Quality - flouting, creates implicature)

e Making claims without any basis or evidence: "Everyone knows that aliens
built the pyramids." (Quality - violation/lack of evidence)
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e Changing the subject abruptly in response to a direct question: "Did you finish
the report?" "The new coffee machine is great, isn't it?" (Relation -
flouting/violation)

e Responding with something entirely unrelated to the current topic: "My cat
loves tuna." (Relation - random irrelevance)

e Using overly complex jargon or obscure language when simpler terms would
suffice: "The synergistic operational paradigms necessitate a re-evaluation of
our intrinsic value propositions." (Manner - unclear, ambiguous)

o Speaking in a disorganized, rambling, or non-sequential way: "So, yesterday, |
went to the store, but before that, | called my mom, oh, and then later, | had
dinner, but the store was really crowded, anyway..." (Manner - disorderly)

« Deliberately being ambiguous or equivocal: "You could say that." (Manner -
ambiguous, avoids clear answer)

e Remaining silent when a response is expected or necessary: (Someone asks a
direct question, and the other person just stares) (Quantity - too little, often
interpreted as uncooperative or evasive)

e Giving non-committal or evasive answers to avoid committing to a stance: "It's
certainly a perspective." (Manner/Quality - avoids stating a clear opinion or
truth)

These "signs" help illustrate how speakers either cooperate to make
communication efficient and clear, or strategically deviate from the maxims to
imply something else or simply to be unhelpful.

Briefing Document: "Studies In The Way Of
Words" by Paul Grice

Overview

Paul Grice's Studies In The Way Of Words is a seminal work in the philosophy of
language, compiling his influential William James Lectures and other essays. The
book significantly advances the understanding of meaning, particularly through

his theory of implicature, and offers essential tools for analyzing communication.
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Grice's work is foundational for Anglo-American philosophical thought, addressing
the nuances of language, meaning, and philosophical inquiry.

Key Themes and Ideas

1. The Distinction Between Meaning and Use

Grice fundamentally emphasizes the critical difference between the semantic
meaning of expressions and their pragmatic usage. He argues that conflating
these two can lead to significant philosophical errors.

e "The precept that one should be careful not to confuse meaning and use is
perhaps on the way toward being as handy a philosophical vade-mecum as
once was the precept that one should be careful to identify them." (Chapter
1, Quote 3)

» He suggests that a comprehensive philosophical theory of language must
clarify the relationship between truth and appropriateness, distinguishing
linguistic oddity stemming from truth issues versus other forms of
inappropriateness.

o "Ifitis any part of one's philosophical concern, as it is of mine, to give an
accurate general account of the actual meaning of this or that expression in
nontechnical discourse, then one simply cannot afford to abandon this kind
of maneuver altogether." (Chapter 1, Quote 2)

2. The Cooperative Principle and Conversational Implicature

A cornerstone of Grice's theory is the Cooperative Principle, which posits that
participants in a conversation typically work together towards a common purpose.
This principle is underpinned by four maxims:

e Quantity: Provide the right amount of information — "Make contributions
informative as needed and avoid excessive details."

e Quality: Aim for truthfulness — "Do not assert false statements or those lacking
evidence." ("Try to make your contribution one that is true." Chapter 2,
Quote 3)

» Relation: Maintain relevance — "Contributions must align with the ongoing
discussion."
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e Manner: Communicate clearly — "Avoid obscurity, ambiguity, be brief and
orderly."

Conversational implicatures arise when speakers adhere to these maxims or,
conversely, when they deliberately "flout" them for expressive purposes (e.g.,
irony). Implicatures are nondetachable (cannot be removed without changing
meaning) and cancelable (can be negated without contradiction).

o "Our talk exchanges do not normally consist of a succession of
disconnected remarks, and would not be rational if they did." (Chapter 2,
Quote 1)

» "Make your conversational contribution such as is required, at the stage at
which it occurs, by the accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange
in which you are engaged." (Chapter 2, Quote 2)

o "The implicature is nondetachable insofar as it is not possible to find
another way of saying the same thing which simply lacks the implicature."
(Chapter 3, Quote 2)

« "ltis always explicitly cancelable..." (Chapter 4, Quote 3)

3. Utterer's Meaning, Sentence-Meaning, and Word-Meaning
Grice differentiates between three forms of meaning:
» Utterer's Occasion-Meaning: The specific intention behind an utterance by

an individual in a particular context. This is what the speaker "centrally
meant."

» Sentence-Meaning: The conventional meaning of a sentence.
» Word-Meaning: The conventional meaning of individual words.

He argues that speaker's meaning is derived from the intention behind the
utterance, emphasizing that communication involves an utterer intending to induce
a certain response in an audience by means of the audience's recognition of this
intention.

o "My aim in this essay is to throw light on the connection between (a) a
notion of meaning which | want to regard as basic, namely the notion which
is involved in saying of someone that by (when) doing such-and-such he
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meant that so-and-so (in what | have called a non-natural sense of the word
'meant'), and (b) the notions of meaning involved in saying (i) that a given
sentence means 'so-and-so' (ii) that a given word or phrase means 'so-and-
so."" (Chapter 6, Quote 1)

o "By uttering x, U meant that... is true iff... U uttered x intending... that A
should think..." (Chapter 5, Quote 9)

e "The relationship between what an utterer means and what they say is more
complex than previously assumed." (Chapter 5 Summary, Point 1)

4. Natural vs. Nonnatural Meaning

Grice clarifies that "meaning" can operate in two distinct senses:

» Natural meaning: Where 'means' indicates an inherent or implicit relationship
(e.g., "Those spots mean measles" — the spots are a natural sign of measles).
This entails the truth of the proposition.

o Nonnatural meaning (meanNN): Refers to intentional communication, where
an agent conveys a message through various means, and the meaning
depends on the audience recognizing the speaker's intention. This does not
entail the truth of the proposition.

o "When the expressions "means," "means something," "means that" are
used in the kind of way in which they are used in the first set of sentences, |
shall speak of the sense, or senses, in which they are used, as the natural
sense, or senses, of the expressions in question." (Chapter 14, Quote 2)

« "A mustintend to induce by x a belief in an audience, and he must also
intend his utterance to be recognized as so intended." (Chapter 14, Quote 3)

» "Understanding the distinction between natural and nonnatural meaning is
crucial for effective communication." (Chapter 14 Example Key Point)

5. Critique of Skepticism and Defense of Common Sense

Grice, in discussing G.E. Moore, defends common sense against philosophical
skepticism, particularly regarding empirical propositions. Moore's approach
asserts the certainty of everyday beliefs and experiences, challenging abstract
philosophical denials of reality.
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"Both of us know for certain that there are several chairs in this room, and
how absurd it would be to suggest that we do not know it, but only believe it,
and that perhaps it is not the case!" (Chapter 9, Quote 1)

"The 'Common Sense view of the world' is, in certain fundamental features,
wholly true." (Chapter 9, Quote 2)

Grice identifies two types of skepticism: one that denies any certainty or high
probability for empirical propositions, and a more nuanced one that allows for
high probability but denies absolute certainty. He argues against both,
especially the latter.

"The Skeptic will have to admit that 'l know that there is cheese on the table'
is an ordinary expression, where by 'ordinary expression' Malcolm means
'an expression that has an ordinary use.'" (Chapter 8, Quote 2)

6. Postwar Oxford Philosophy and Conceptual Analysis

Grice details the "Ordinary Language Approach to Philosophy" prevalent in
Oxford, advocating for the philosophical scrutiny of ordinary discourse. This
approach maintains that:

Philosophers should analyze typical uses of expressions related to concepts
like cause, perception, and knowledge.

Philosophical theses that dismiss commonly accepted ordinary statements as
false are likely incorrect.

Conceptual analysis aims to characterize expression use generally,
distinguishing itself from sociology or lexicography by seeking deeper
understanding of underlying concepts.

"Itis, in my view, an important part, though by no means the whole, of the
philosopher's task to analyze, describe, or characterize (in as general terms
as possible) the ordinary use or uses of certain expressions or classes of
expressions." (Chapter 10, Quote 1)

"...a philosophical thesis which involves the rejection as false, or absurd; or
linguistically incorrect, of some class of statements which would ordinarily
be made, and accepted as true, in specifiable types of situation is itself
almost certain (perhaps quite certain) to be false." (Chapter 10, Quote 2)
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7. The Causal Theory of Perception (CTP)

Grice outlines and defends a nuanced version of the Causal Theory of Perception.
CTP asserts that perceptions must have a causal explanation involving the
perceived object.

e "The Causal Theory of Perception has faced neglect due to misconceptions
regarding the implications that material objects are unobservable." (Chapter
15 Summary, Point 1)

« "The Causal Theory of Perception (CTP) asserts that perceptions must have
a causal explanation from conditions involving the perceived object."
(Chapter 15 Quiz and Test, Point 1)

o He addresses the challenges with terms like "sense-datum" and critiques the
"Doubt-or-Denial Condition" (D-or-D) for perceptual statements.

o "laminclined to regard this attitude to the CTP as unfair or at least unduly
unsympathetic..." (Chapter 15, Quote 1)

Conclusion

Studies In The Way Of Words positions Paul Grice as a pivotal figure in modern
philosophy of language. His meticulous analysis of conversational implicature and
the distinction between meaning and use provides invaluable tools for
understanding the complexities of human communication. By advocating for a
philosophical approach grounded in the nuances of ordinary language, and by
defending common sense against radical skepticism, Grice's work continues to
shape discourse across philosophy, linguistics, and cognitive science. His
reflections on meaning, perception, and the nature of philosophical inquiry
underscore his enduring legacy.

Studies In The Way Of Words:
Comprehensive Study Guide

I. Short-Answer Quiz
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Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences, demonstrating your
understanding of Grice's concepts as presented in "Studies In The Way Of
Words."

1.

10.

What is the core distinction Grice emphasizes between "meaning" and "use"
in philosophical inquiry?

. Briefly explain Grice's Cooperative Principle and its role in conversational

understanding.

. Define "conversational implicature" and provide one of its key features as

described by Grice.

. What is the "Indirectness Condition" in Grice's analysis of indicative

conditionals?

. How does Grice differentiate between "timeless meaning" and "utterer's

occasion-meaning"?

. Explain Grice's "Modified Occam's Razor" in the context of linguistic meaning.

. What is G.E. Moore's stance on common sense beliefs against skepticism, as

discussed by Grice?

. How does Grice define the "Ordinary Language Approach to Philosophy"?

. What is the "Cartesian circle" and what challenge does it pose to Descartes's

philosophy, according to Grice?

What is the fundamental difference Grice highlights between "natural
meaning" and "nonnatural meaning"?

Il. Answer Key (Short-Answer Quiz)

1. Grice emphasizes the critical differentiation between the semantic meaning of

expressions (their theoretical definition) and their pragmatic usage (how they
are applied in specific contexts). He argues that conflating these two can lead
to significant philosophical errors, highlighting the need for a coherent
philosophical theory of language that clearly distinguishes between what a
word means inherently and how it is used.

. The Cooperative Principle suggests that participants in a conversation

generally work together toward a common purpose, making contributions that
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are appropriate to the context. It is foundational to understanding
conversational implicature, as speakers and listeners assume adherence to
underlying maxims of Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner to facilitate
effective communication.

. Conversational implicature refers to what a speaker suggests or implies
beyond the literal meaning of their words, inferable from context and the
Cooperative Principle. A key feature is cancelability, meaning the implicature
can be explicitly negated or contextually removed without leading to a
contradiction of what was literally said. Another key feature is
nondetachability, meaning the implicature cannot easily be severed from the
utterance without changing its meaning.

. The Indirectness Condition in Grice's analysis of "if p then q" suggests that
the assertion implies "p is a good reason for g." It differentiates "if p then "
from the material conditional "p implies g" by introducing a non-truth-
functional connection, indicating that the speaker has some reason or
evidence to link the truth of 'p' to the truth of 'q".

. Grice distinguishes "timeless meaning" as the general, conventional meaning
of an utterance-type (like a dictionary definition), from "utterer's occasion-
meaning" which refers to the specific intention a speaker has when uttering
something in a particular instance. The latter is dynamic and context-
dependent, reflecting the speaker's communicative goals at that moment.

. Grice's "Modified Occam's Razor" states that we should not assume more
meanings for a word than are necessary. This principle guides semantic
analysis, encouraging philosophers to seek the most economical interpretation
of linguistic phenomena, suggesting that if a single interpretation suffices,
additional senses or complexities should not be posited.

. G.E. Moore defends common sense against skepticism by asserting that
certain basic empirical propositions, like the existence of his own hands, are
known with certainty and it is absurd to deny them. He argues that widely
accepted beliefs, though not infallible, provide a crucial grounding for
philosophical inquiry, challenging abstract skeptical claims that detach from
everyday experience.
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8. The Ordinary Language Approach to Philosophy, as defined by Grice, asserts
that ordinary discourse merits philosophical scrutiny. It proposes that
philosophers should analyze and characterize the typical uses of expressions
related to key concepts, and that philosophical theses contradicting commonly
accepted ordinary statements are likely incorrect.

9. The "Cartesian circle" refers to a potential flaw in Descartes's reasoning
where he uses clear and distinct perceptions to prove God's existence, but
then relies on God's benevolence to guarantee the reliability of those clear and
distinct perceptions. This creates a circular dependency, questioning the
foundational certainty of his philosophical system.

10. Grice differentiates "natural meaning" as instances where "means" indicates
an inherent, often causal, relationship (e.g., spots mean measles, implying the
subject has measles). In contrast, "nonnatural meaning" refers to intentional
communication where an agent conveys a message, and its truth is not
entailed by the utterance itself (e.g., three rings mean the bus is full, but the
bus might not actually be full). Nonnatural meaning relies on the audience
recognizing the speaker's intention.

lll. Essay Format Questions

Instructions: Choose one of the following essay prompts to explore in detail,
drawing upon concepts and examples from the provided source material.

1. Discuss the pervasive influence of Grice's theory of conversational implicature
on both linguistics and philosophy of language. How do his maxims of
conversation and the Cooperative Principle provide essential tools for
analyzing communication, and what are some of the critical interpretations or
limitations of this framework?

2. Analyze Grice's defense of common sense against skepticism, particularly
through his engagement with G.E. Moore's arguments. How does Grice
distinguish between different forms of skepticism, and what challenges does
he identify in philosophical attempts to deny or oversimplify everyday
knowledge?

3. Compare and contrast Grice's concepts of "natural meaning" and "nonnatural
meaning." Explain the criteria Grice sets for something to possess "nonnatural
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meaning," highlighting the crucial role of intention and audience recognition.
Provide examples to illustrate these distinctions and discuss their implications
for understanding human communication.

. Examine the complexities Grice identifies in defining "utterer's meaning" and

its relationship to "sentence-meaning" and "word-meaning." How does his
analysis move beyond traditional definitions, and what challenges does he
acknowledge when accounting for speaker intentions in the absence of an
audience or in cases of multifaceted communication?

. Critically evaluate the debate surrounding the analytic-synthetic distinction as

presented by Grice and Strawson against Quine's rejection. What are the core
arguments for and against this distinction, and how do Grice and Strawson
defend its validity despite existing criticisms?

IV. Glossary of Key Terms

A-philosophers: A term used by Grice to refer to philosophers who advocate
for specific "suspect conditions" that overly restrict the appropriate usage of
certain linguistic expressions, often conflating meaning with usage.

Analytic-Synthetic Distinction: A philosophical distinction between
propositions that are true by definition (analytic, e.g., "all bachelors are
unmarried men") and those that are true based on facts about the world
(synthetic, e.g., "the cat is on the mat"). Grice and Strawson defend this
distinction against Quine's critique.

Cancelability: A key feature of conversational implicatures, meaning that an
implicature can be explicitly negated or contextually removed without creating
a contradiction of the literal utterance.

Cartesian Circle: A logical fallacy identified in Descartes's philosophy, where
the proof of God's existence relies on the reliability of clear and distinct
perceptions, while the reliability of clear and distinct perceptions is
guaranteed by God's existence.

Causal Theory of Perception (CTP): A theory asserting that perceiving a
material object involves having a sense-datum (immediate sensory
experience) that is causally dependent on the presence of the perceived
object.
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o Clear and Distinct Perception: A criterion for truth and certainty in
Descartes's philosophy, where ideas are so simple and straightforward that
they cannot be misapprehended. Clarity refers to immediate presence to the
mind, and distinctness means being sharply separated from other ideas.

« Common Sense (Moore's Defense): G.E. Moore's philosophical approach of
defending certain widely accepted beliefs, such as the existence of external
objects, against skeptical arguments, asserting them as known with certainty.

o Conceptual Analysis: A method in philosophy, particularly in postwar Oxford,
that seeks to analyze and characterize the ordinary use of expressions to
clarify underlying concepts, distinguishing it from sociology or lexicography.

« Conversational Implicature: A type of implied meaning that is not explicitly
stated but is inferred by the listener based on the context of the conversation
and the speaker's adherence to (or flouting of) the Cooperative Principle and
its maxims.

o Cooperative Principle: Paul Grice's fundamental principle of conversation,
suggesting that participants in a talk exchange make their contributions such
as is required, at the stage at which it occurs, by the accepted purpose or
direction of the talk exchange.

o D-or-D Condition (Doubt-or-Denial Condition): A condition discussed in the
Causal Theory of Perception, implying that for a perceptual statement like "it
looks red to me" to be meaningful, there must be an implication of doubt about
the object's color or the speaker's belief in its color.

o Formalists: In the debate on language, those who assert that formal logical
devices are superior for constructing valid inference patterns and view
imperfections in natural language as undesirable complexities.

o Generalized Conversational Implicature: An implicature that is routinely
generated by the use of a certain form of words, regardless of specific
conversational context, based on conversational norms (e.g., "A man went into
a house" implies the house was not his own).

 Indicative Conditionals ("if p then q"): Grice's analysis of conditional
statements in natural language, where he argues that their meaning often
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carries an "Indirectness Condition" beyond mere truth-functional material
implication.

Indirectness Condition: In the context of indicative conditionals, the
implication that "p is a good reason for q," suggesting a non-truth-functional
connection between the antecedent and consequent.

Informalists: In the debate on language, those who counter formalists by
arguing that natural language serves many purposes beyond scientific inquiry
and that intelligibility does not always require precise definitions.

Maxims of Conversation: Four categories of guidelines proposed by Grice
that underlie the Cooperative Principle: Quantity (provide right amount of info),
Quality (be truthful), Relation (be relevant), and Manner (be clear).

Meaning (Natural vs. Nonnatural): Grice's fundamental distinction. Natural
meaning describes causal or inherent signs (e.g., "Those spots mean
measles"). Nonnatural meaning refers to intentional communication where an
agent conveys a message, relying on the audience's recognition of the
speaker's intention (e.g., "Those three rings mean the bus is full").

Meaning Revisited: A chapter exploring the complex interconnections
between speaker's meaning, word meaning, and the relationships between
language, thought, and reality, distinguishing natural from nonnatural meaning.

Metaphysics (Categorial & Philosophical Eschatology): Grice's two proposed
branches of metaphysics. Categorial metaphysics classifies general attributes
and principles (Aristotle, Kant). Philosophical Eschatology is a
"supracategorial" discipline seeking affinities across different categories,
often using analogy.

Modified Occam's Razor: Grice's principle that one should not multiply
senses (meanings) beyond necessity, advocating for the most economical
interpretation of linguistic phenomena.

Moore's Paradox: The apparent absurdity of asserting a proposition while
simultaneously denying belief in it (e.g., "It is raining, but | don't believe it is
raining"). Grice discusses how saying something doesn't necessarily imply
belief.
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» Nondetachability: A key feature of conversational implicatures, suggesting
that an implicature generally cannot be removed by substituting synonymous
expressions without changing the meaning of what is said.

e Occasion-Meaning (Utterer's): The specific meaning a speaker intends an
utterance to convey in a particular context, differentiated from the
conventional or timeless meaning of the words used.

e Ordinary Language Approach to Philosophy: A philosophical school of
thought, prominent in postwar Oxford, that emphasizes the analysis of
everyday language use as central to understanding philosophical problems.

e Presupposition: An implicit assumption about the world or the context that is
made by an utterance. Grice explores how presuppositions, especially with
definite descriptions, can be conversationally generated and canceled.

» Prolegomena: An introductory section outlining initial conceptual inquiries, the
necessity of methodology in philosophical analysis, and a critique of existing
philosophical practices, particularly regarding the distinction between
meaning and use.

o Psychophysical Correspondence: In Grice's framework, the connection
between thoughts and beliefs and reality, emphasizing that the accuracy of
beliefs is vital for survival and behavior.

e Quine (W.V.0.): A philosopher known for his rejection of the analytic-synthetic
distinction, which Grice and Strawson actively defend against.

e Saying vs. Meaning: Grice's fundamental distinction between the literal
content articulated in an utterance ("what is said") and the underlying
intentions, implications, and suggested meanings associated with it ("what is
meant").

o Sense-Datum: A technical term in the Causal Theory of Perception referring
to the immediate, private, and non-physical sensory experience that one
directly perceives, from which knowledge of external objects is derived.

« Skepticism (Varieties): Grice discusses two types: one denying any certainty
or even high probability for empirical propositions, and a more nuanced type
allowing for high probability but denying absolute certainty.
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o Speaker-meaning: Grice's core concept, defined by the speaker's intention to
produce a certain effect in an audience through the recognition of that very
intention.

« Strawson (P.F.): A British philosopher who collaborated with Grice on the
defense of the analytic-synthetic distinction against Quine.

o Timeless Meaning: The general or conventional meaning of a word, sentence,
or phrase, independent of a specific occasion of use.

» Utterance Signification: Grice's conceptual framework distinguishing what is
said, what is conventionally implicated, and what is nonconventionally
implicated in an utterance.

1. What is the fundamental distinction between "meaning" and
"use" in language, according to Grice?

Grice emphasizes a crucial distinction between the "semantic meaning" of
expressions and their "pragmatic usage." Semantic meaning refers to the inherent,
theoretical definition of a word or phrase, much like its dictionary definition.
Pragmatic usage, on the other hand, pertains to how those words are applied and
interpreted in specific contexts, taking into account the speaker's intentions, the
conversational setting, and shared understanding. Grice argues that mistakenly
conflating these two can lead to significant philosophical errors and
oversimplification in linguistic analysis. He aims to establish a comprehensive
philosophical theory of language by carefully delineating these boundaries.

2. How does Paul Grice's Cooperative Principle and its Maxims
guide conversational understanding?

Grice's Cooperative Principle suggests that participants in a conversation
implicitly cooperate toward a common purpose. This principle is underpinned by
four categories of "Maxims":

e Quantity: Provide the right amount of information — be informative as required,
but avoid excessive details.

e Quality: Aim for truthfulness — do not assert false statements or those lacking
evidence.
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» Relation: Maintain relevance — contributions must align with the ongoing
discussion.

e Manner: Communicate clearly — avoid obscurity, ambiguity, be brief, and
orderly.

These maxims guide conversational contributions and are essential for effective
communication. Understanding how speakers and listeners navigate meaning
through these expectations helps explain how implications extend beyond literal
statements, particularly through "conversational implicatures" which arise when
maxims are adhered to, or deliberately violated/exploited for communicative
effect.

3. What is "conversational implicature," and how does it differ
from what is "said" or "conventionally implicated"?

Conversational implicature refers to what is suggested or implied by a speaker
that goes beyond the literal meaning of their words ("what is said"). It is a meaning
inferred based on the context, speaker intention, and the assumption that the
speaker is adhering to the Cooperative Principle. Unlike "what is said" (the explicit
content), or "what is conventionally implicated" (meanings derived from the
conventional use of language, e.g., "but" conventionally implicates a contrast),
conversational implicatures are nonconventional. Key features of conversational
implicatures include their "nondetachability" (they generally cannot be removed
without changing the utterance's meaning) and "cancelability" (they can be
negated explicitly or contextually without contradiction).

4. How does Grice address the complexities of "utterer's
meaning" and the role of intention in communication?

Grice delves into the nuanced concept of "utterer's meaning," which refers to the
specific intent behind an utterance by an individual in a particular context. He
distinguishes this from "timeless meaning" (general definition of a phrase) and
"applied timeless meaning" (connecting an utterance to a specific scenario). For
an utterance to convey nonnatural meaning, Grice argues that the speaker must
intend to induce a certain response or belief in the audience, and crucially, must
also intend for the audience to recognize this intention. This emphasis on
recognition of intention is vital, even in the absence of an immediate audience
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(e.g., writing for future readers), highlighting the complex interplay between
speaker's goals, context, and audience interpretation in forming meaning.

5. What are Grice's main arguments in defending the analytic-
synthetic distinction against Quine's criticisms?

In collaboration with P.F. Strawson, Grice defends the analytic-synthetic
distinction (analytic statements are true by meaning, synthetic by facts) against
W.V. Quine's radical rejection. They argue that Quine's criticisms do not justify
dismissing the distinction entirely as an "unempirical dogma." Grice and Strawson
point to the significant agreement among philosophers in applying "analytic" and
"synthetic" terms, suggesting a genuine distinction exists, even if its precise
clarification is still ongoing. They contend that extreme skepticism about a
distinction is not warranted merely by criticisms, and that the revisability of beliefs
due to experience (as Quine proposes) does not necessarily undermine the
distinct nature of analytic propositions.

6. What is the significance of G.E. Moore's defense of "common
sense" in philosophical discourse, and how does it challenge
skepticism?

Grice discusses G.E. Moore's arguments in favor of common sense, which serve
as a critical counterpoint to philosophical skepticism, particularly concerning
empirical propositions. Moore asserts that certain beliefs about the world, such as
the existence of one's own hands, are known with certainty based on direct
observation and everyday experience. He argues that denying such widely
accepted common sense truths is absurd and contradicts our shared knowledge
of tangible reality. While Moore acknowledges that not all common sense beliefs
are beyond criticism, his approach champions the validity of everyday intuitions as
a foundation against abstract philosophical positions that might detach from
practical realities.

7. How does Grice differentiate between "natural meaning" and
"nonnatural meaning"?

Grice clarifies the distinction between "natural meaning" and "nonnatural
meaning" to explain how signs and utterances convey information.
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» Natural meaning refers to instances where "means" indicates an implicit,
often causal, relationship, where the sign inherently entails the truth of the
proposition. For example, "Those spots mean (meant) measles" naturally
implies that the subject has measles; the spots are a direct sign.

e Nonnatural meaning (or "meaningNN") suggests intentional communication,
where an agent conveys a message. This form of meaning depends on the
speaker's intention and the audience's recognition of that intention. For
instance, "Those three rings mean that the bus is full" is a nonnatural meaning
because the rings are a signal designed to convey a message, and their
meaning relies on a shared understanding of this convention and the
conductor's intent.

This distinction highlights how meaning is often tied to our intentions and how
they are interpreted by others, going beyond mere causal associations.

8. What is the "Causal Theory of Perception" (CTP) according to
Grice, and what are some challenges it faces?

The Causal Theory of Perception (CTP) posits that perceiving a material object
involves having a sense-datum (immediate sensory experience) that is causally
dependent on the presence of the perceived object. Key aspects include the idea
that perception should connect to the object's historical causal sequence. Grice
argues against its unfair dismissal, proposing a nuanced version.

Challenges to CTP discussed by Grice include:

o Defining "sense-datum": The technical term "sense-datum" is difficult to
define and validate precisely.

o The "Doubt or Denial Condition" (D-or-D Condition): This condition suggests
that for a statement like "it looks red to me" to be meaningful, there must be an
implication of doubt about the object's color or the speaker's belief. Grice
critiques this, arguing that one can make true statements about perceptions in
normal circumstances without any doubt or denial. Grice ultimately concludes
that a version of CTP could be acceptable if it asserts that X perceives M if
and only if a relevant sense-datum statement is true, and M's existence
causally accounts for such statements.
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Detailed Timeline
Pre-1948:

e Ongoing Philosophical Practices: Certain philosophical practices exist that
Grice critiques for misapplying the concept of appropriateness in language,
often conflating meaning with usage.

1948:
e "Meaning" Article Penned: H.P. Grice writes his seminal article "Meaning."
1957:

» "Meaning" Article Published: Grice's article "Meaning" is published,
encouraged by P.F. Strawson. This work lays the foundation for Grice's
theories on meaning.

Late 1940s:

o Establishment of the Playgroup: J.L. Austin initiates the Playgroup at Oxford,
an activity for philosophers intended to benefit their philosophical endeavors.

1967:

o William James Lectures: Paul Grice delivers his celebrated William James
Lectures at Harvard University. These lectures would later form key sections
of his posthumous work, "Studies in the Way of Words." During these lectures,
he likely elaborates on his theories, including conversational implicatures, the
Cooperative Principle, and maxims of conversation.

Post-1967 (and likely ongoing through Grice's career):

o Development of Grice's Philosophical Style: Grice continues to develop his
distinctive philosophical style, characterized by his exploration of speaker-
meaning, analysis of conversational implicatures, and metaphysical defense of
absolute values.

» Critiques of Existing Philosophical Practices: Grice continues to critique
philosophical examples that mistakenly conflate meaning with usage, leading
to philosophical errors. He discusses "A-philosophers" who advocate for
overly restrictive conditions for expressions.
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+ Refinement of Meaning Concepts: Grice explores and refines the concepts of
"saying" vs. "meaning," and differentiates between natural and nonnatural
meaning, utterer's meaning, sentence-meaning, and word-meaning. He
addresses challenges to his definitions through various counterexamples.

o Development of Implicature Models: Grice works on models for
conversational implicature, segmenting perception into different locution types
and exploring the role of accenting in conveying certainty or doubt.

o Defense of Common Sense: Grice discusses G.E. Moore's arguments in favor
of common sense against skepticism, analyzing two types of skepticism and
presenting Malcolm's objections.

« Analysis of Philosopher's Paradoxes: Grice continues to analyze
philosophical paradoxes, often through the lens of G.E. Moore's techniques,
focusing on the existence of material objects and knowledge.

 Engagement with Postwar Oxford Philosophy: Grice reflects on the "Ordinary
Language Approach to Philosophy" prevalent in Oxford, advocating for
conceptual analysis while clarifying its distinctions from sociology and
lexicography. He explores the "province of philosophy" and distinguishes
between philosophy and "paraphilosophy."

o Critique of Descartes's Perception Theory: Grice examines René Descartes's
concept of "clear and distinct perception," highlighting its complexities and
challenges, particularly regarding certainty and truth.

o Defense of Analytic-Synthetic Distinction: Grice (along with P.F. Strawson)
defends the analytic-synthetic distinction against W.V. Quine's radical
rejection of it, arguing that Quine's critiques do not invalidate the distinction's
existence or utility.

o Further Exploration of Perception Theories: Grice analyzes the Causal
Theory of Perception (CTP), addressing misconceptions and outlining a
nuanced version.

» Remarks on the Senses: Grice discusses the criteria for distinguishing
different senses, exploring the possibility of new senses and the complexities
of sensory experience and language.
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» Presupposition and Conversational Implicature: Grice explores how the
theory of descriptions relates to presupposition and conversational
implicature, addressing objections and proposing formal structures.

o Metaphysics and Philosophical Eschatology: Grice introduces two branches
of metaphysics: categorial and supracategorial (Philosophical Eschatology),
and discusses their application to ethical theories, particularly in relation to
Plato's Republic and the debate between Socrates and Thrasymachus.

1988:
» Paul Grice's Death: Herbert Paul Grice dies on August 28, 1988.
Post-1988:

o "Studies in the Way of Words" Publication: Grice's long-anticipated
publication, "Studies in the Way of Words," is released posthumously. It
comprises his 1967 William James Lectures and a collection of essays.

Cast of Characters

o Herbert Paul Grice (H.P. Grice / Paul Grice): (March 13, 1913 — August 28,
1988) A prominent British philosopher of language who spent the latter part of
his career in the United States. He is renowned for his groundbreaking work in
semantics, particularly his theory of implicature, the Cooperative Principle,
and the maxims of conversation. His seminal article "Meaning" (1948,
published 1957) laid the foundation for his theories, which he further
elaborated in his 1967 William James Lectures at Harvard, later published as
key sections of his posthumous work, "Studies in the Way of Words." He
critically analyzes various philosophical concepts, including meaning,
perception, skepticism, and metaphysics.

e P.F. Strawson: A philosopher who encouraged the publication of Grice's 1948
article "Meaning" in 1957. He is also mentioned as a co-author of Chapter 13,
"In Defense of a Dogma," where they defend the analytic-synthetic distinction
against W.V. Quine.

o Bookey: The author/publisher of the summary of "Studies in the Way of
Words." (Note: This is the name given in the source for the writer of the
summary, not the original author of the book).
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J.L. Austin: An Oxford philosopher who initiated the "Playgroup" in the late
1940s, a non-philosophical activity for philosophers. Grice connects Austin's
ideas with conceptual analysis and Oxford philosophical practice.

G.E. Moore: A philosopher whose arguments in favor of common sense and
critiques of skepticism are discussed extensively by Grice. Moore's
techniques for countering philosophical paradoxes (e.g., disproving time's
unreality, certainty of material things through hands) are highlighted.

Malcolm: A philosopher whose perspective Grice uses to present a primary
argument against skepticism. Malcolm suggests that skeptics contradict

themselves by claiming common knowledge assertions are self-contradictory.

W.V. Quine: A philosopher whose "radical rejection" of the analytic-synthetic
distinction is critically examined and defended against by Grice and Strawson
in Chapter 13, "In Defense of a Dogma."

René Descartes: A philosopher whose concept of "clear and distinct
perception” is discussed by Grice. Grice examines Descartes's views on
certainty, truth, simple natures, and the "Cartesian circle."

Prichard: A philosopher mentioned in the context of Descartes's "Cartesian
circle," who critiques Descartes's circular reasoning in defining certainty.

Aristotle: An ancient Greek philosopher whose influence is noted in Grice's
discussion of the "categorial discipline" of metaphysics. Judith Baker's
insights into Aristotle's methodological approach are also mentioned.

Immanuel Kant: A philosopher whose influence is noted in Grice's discussion
of the "categorial discipline" of metaphysics. His perspectives on moral law
and rational action are mentioned in relation to moral justice.

Socrates: A central figure in Plato's Republic, whose debates with
Thrasymachus regarding justice are analyzed by Grice in the context of
philosophical eschatology.

Thrasymachus: A character in Plato's Republic who debates Socrates on the
nature of justice, claiming "justice is the interest of the stronger." Grice
analyzes the coherence and implications of his position.

Cephalus: A character in Plato's Republic who proposes an initial definition of
justice, which is critiqued by Socrates.
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Polemarchus: A character in Plato's Republic who proposes an initial
definition of justice, which is critiqued by Socrates.

Glaucon: A character in Plato's Republic who expresses dissatisfaction with
Socrates' responses and demands further proof for the intrinsic value of
justice.

Adeimantus: A character in Plato's Republic who expresses dissatisfaction
with Socrates' responses and demands further proof for the intrinsic value of
justice.

Judith Baker: Mentioned for her insights into Aristotle's methodological
approach, particularly in relation to the common consensus in philosophical
inquiry.

Ludwig Wittgenstein: A philosopher mentioned in the "Critical Thinking"
sections of Chapter 2 and Chapter 5, whose works ("Philosophical
Investigations") provide alternative perspectives on the fluidity and
contextuality of meaning and critique of Grice's approach.

A.J. Ayer: A philosopher mentioned in the "Critical Thinking" section of
Chapter 2, whose work ("Language, Truth, and Logic") argues for the fluidity
and richness of conversational implicature.

Hilary Putnam: A scholar mentioned in the "Critical Thinking" section of
Chapter 1, who has critiqued similar linguistic categorizations, suggesting that
context and intent can deflect from strictly defined conditions of use.

Gilbert Ryle: A philosopher referenced in Chapter 1 ("Prolegomena" Q&A) for
his argument regarding the words 'voluntary' and 'involuntary'.
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