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What is QC3.0 charging? What is PD?  How does QC3.0 compare to PD? What 
devices support QC3.0? Explain the benefits and/or harm of fast charging? 

QC3.0 and PD are two common fast-charging technologies used for mobile 
devices. They both work by increasing the power delivered to a device's battery, 
but they have different approaches and compatibility.

What is QC3.0?
Quick Charge 3.0 (QC3.0) is a proprietary fast-charging protocol developed by 
Qualcomm. It uses a technology called Intelligent Negotiation for Optimum Voltage 
(INOV), which allows the connected device to communicate with the charger and 
request the optimal voltage level in fine increments (200mV) to maximize charging 
efficiency. This negotiation process helps minimize wasted energy and heat 
generation. QC3.0 is designed to charge a device from 0% to 80% in about 35 
minutes.

What is PD?
USB Power Delivery (PD) is an open, universal fast-charging standard that's part 
of the USB-C specification. It enables devices to transfer higher levels of power 
over a USB-C connection, with the latest versions supporting up to 240W. This 
standard allows a wide range of devices—from small accessories and 
smartphones to tablets and laptops—to be charged with a single, compatible 
charger. PD also supports bi-directional charging, meaning a device can both 
send and receive power.

@August 14, 2025 10:50 AM

AI-01967 QC3.0 vs PD Technology 1



QC3.0 vs. PD
The main difference lies in their approach and compatibility:

Proprietary vs. Universal: QC3.0 is a proprietary technology exclusive to 
devices with Qualcomm Snapdragon processors, while PD is an open standard 
designed to work across all USB-C devices, regardless of the manufacturer.

Voltage Negotiation: QC3.0's INOV technology allows for very granular voltage 
adjustments, while PD uses a set of fixed voltage profiles (e.g., 5V, 9V, 15V, 
20V) with the ability to adjust current. More recent versions of PD, like PD 3.0 
with Programmable Power Supply (PPS), offer a more flexible, step-by-step 
voltage negotiation similar to QC.

Power Output: QC3.0 typically supports a maximum output of around 18W, 
while USB PD has a much higher potential, currently supporting up to 240W 
with the latest revisions. This makes PD suitable for a broader range of 
devices, including high-power electronics like laptops.

What devices support QC3.0?
QC3.0 is supported by a large number of older and some newer Android 
smartphones and other mobile devices that are powered by Qualcomm's 
Snapdragon processors. Examples include:

Xiaomi smartphones (e.g., Mi 5, Mi 6, Redmi Note series)

LG smartphones (e.g., G5, G6, V20, V30)

Sony Xperia devices (e.g., XZ, XZ Premium, XZ1)

Some models from HTC, Motorola, and ZTE.
While newer devices have largely moved towards USB PD, many chargers and 
power banks still include QC3.0 for backward compatibility.

Benefits and/or Harm of Fast Charging

Benefits 
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Saves Time: Fast charging significantly reduces the time it takes to charge a 
device, which is especially useful when you need a quick power boost. You 
can get a substantial charge in a short amount of time.

Convenience: A single fast charger can often be used for a variety of devices, 
reducing the need to carry multiple chargers.

Efficiency: Modern fast-charging systems are designed to be more efficient 
than older, slower methods. They communicate with the device to deliver the 
optimal amount of power, minimizing energy waste.

Harm 

Heat Generation: The primary concern with fast charging is the heat it 
generates. Charging at higher wattages produces more heat, which can be 
detrimental to a battery's long-term health. Excessive heat can accelerate the 
degradation of a lithium-ion battery's capacity over time.

Battery Degradation (Minimal): While fast charging does put more stress on 
the battery than slower charging, modern devices have sophisticated Battery 
Management Systems (BMS) that mitigate this risk. These systems monitor 
temperature, voltage, and current, and they slow down the charging process 
as the battery approaches a full charge (typically after 80%) to prevent 
overheating and overcharging. As long as you use certified chargers and 
cables, the impact on a battery's lifespan is generally negligible.
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