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What is OpenEMR what's the story of the application and founder? Is it really
free or there's a catch? How OpenEMR get their revenue? Provide a Step by
Step on the setup and installation for Ubuntu. (Use mysql db)

OpenEMR is a free and open-source electronic medical records (EMR) and
practice management software used by healthcare organizations globally. It was
originally developed as a proprietary application called MP Pro (MedicalPractice
Professional) by Synitech in June 2001 and was later released to the public under
the GNU General Public License (GPL) as OpenEMR on August 13, 2002. Since
then, it has been maintained and developed by a vibrant community of volunteer
developers, physicians, and other professionals. The project does not have a
single founder in the traditional sense, but rather a community that has built upon
the initial codebase.

Is OpenEMR Really Free? Is There a Catch? (0

Yes, OpenEMR is genuinely free because it's open-source software distributed
under the GNU General Public License (GPL). This license gives you the freedom
to download, use, and modify the software without paying a license fee.

However, the "catch" is that "free" only applies to the software itself, not to the
services, hosting, or expertise required to implement and maintain it. If you have
the technical knowledge to set up, configure, and manage the system yourself,
you can use it at no cost. But if you need professional support, custom
development, or cloud hosting, you'll need to pay a third-party vendor or an in-
house IT team for those services.

How OpenEMR Gets Its Revenue?
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OpenEMR itself, as a community project, does not generate revenue in the
traditional sense. It's a non-profit, volunteer-driven effort. The revenue in the
OpenEMR ecosystem is generated by third-party companies that offer paid
services built around the free software. These services include:

o Professional Support and Implementation: Companies provide paid support,
training, and consultation services to clinics and hospitals that lack the
technical expertise to manage the software themselves.

o Customization and Development: Practices may hire developers to create
custom modules, forms, or integrations to tailor OpenEMR to their specific
workflows.

e Cloud Hosting: Many vendors offer managed cloud hosting solutions, which
handle the technical aspects of running OpenEMR in a secure, compliant, and
scalable environment.

« Revenue Cycle Management (RCM): Some companies offer billing and RCM
services, leveraging OpenEMR's billing features to help clinics optimize their
claims and collections processes.

Step-by-Step OpenEMR Installation for Ubuntu 20.04 (using
MysSQL)

This guide assumes you are starting with a fresh Ubuntu 20.04 server. The
process involves setting up a LAMP stack (Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP) and then
installing OpenEMR.

Step 1: Install and Configure LAMP Stack
First, you need to install Apache, MySQL, and PHP on your server.

1. Update the system's package list:

sudo apt update
sudo apt upgrade

2. Install Apache2:
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sudo apt install apache2
sudo systemctl start apache2
sudo systemctl enable apache?2

3. Install MySQL Server:
During the installation, you may be prompted to set a root password for the
MySQL server. It's crucial to set a strong password. You should then run the
secure installation script to remove default insecure settings.

sudo apt install mysql-server
sudo systemctl start mysq|l
sudo systemctl enable mysq|l

sudo mysqgl_secure_installation
4. Install PHP and its necessary modules:

sudo apt install php libapache2-mod-php php-mysql php-cli php-curl php
-gd php-zip php-xml php-mbstring php-json

Step 2: Configure MySQL Database for OpenEMR

Now, create a dedicated database and user for OpenEMR.

1. Log in to the MySQL command line as the root user:
sudo mysql -u root -p

2. Create the OpenEMR database and a user:
Replace '<your-password>" Wwith a strong password.

CREATE DATABASE openemr;

CREATE USER 'openemruser'@'localhost' IDENTIFIED BY '<your-passwor
da>";

GRANT ALL PRIVILEGES ON openemr.* TO 'openemruser'@'localhost’;
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FLUSH PRIVILEGES;
EXIT;

Step 3: Download and Extract OpenEMR

1. Download the latest OpenEMR release from the official SourceForge page.
You can use wget to download it directly to your server.

wget <https://sourceforge.net/projects/openemr/files/latest/download> -
O openemr.tar.gz

2. Extract the files to your Apache web root directory:
sudo tar -xvzf openemr.tar.gz -C /var/www/html/
3. Rename the extracted directory to a simple name:

sudo mv /var/www/html/openemr-* /var/www/html/openemr

Step 4: Set File Permissions

Proper file permissions are critical for security and for the web server to access
the files.

1. Change ownership of the OpenEMR directory to the Apache user ( www-data ):
sudo chown -R www-data:www-data /var/www/html/openemr

2. Change file permissions to allow the web server to write to the necessary
directories during the installation.

sudo chmod -R 755 /var/www/html/openemr
sudo chmod -R 775 /var/www/html/openemr/sites/default

Step 5: Run the OpenEMR Web-Based Installer
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1. Open your web browser and navigate to your server's IP address or domain
name followed by Jopenemr (e.g., http://your_server_ip/openemr )

2. The OpenEMR setup page will appear. Follow the on-screen instructions:
e Click "Proceed to Step 1" and follow the prompts.

« On the database configuration page, select the option to use an existing
database and enter the MySQL username ( openemruser ) and password you
created in Step 2.

e Create an initial administrator user for OpenEMR.

e The installer will then create the database tables and configure the
application.

3. Once the installation is complete, you'll be prompted to log in to your new
OpenEMR instance.

| need to install OpenEMR to Ubuntu Server running on Hyper-V server. The
Ubuntu server is now up and running and updated and needed the following:

1. mysql-server
2. PHP

3. Apache2

4. OpenEMR

List all the sudo commands | need to accomplish the installation so that OpenEMR
opens to the login page.

To install OpenEMR on an Ubuntu server, you'll need to install and configure
several components. Here are the sudso commands required to install MySQL, PHP,
Apache2, and OpenEMR, and get to the login page.

1. Install LAMP Stack
First, install the core components: Apache2, MySQL, and PHP.

Bash

Al-02036 OpenEMR Simplified Azure



sudo apt update
sudo apt upgrade
sudo apt install apache2 mysql-server php libapache2-mod-php php-mysql php-mbstring php-gettext php-gd php-
curl php-intl php-zip php-xml
e sudoaptupdate @and sudo apt upgrade : These commands ensure that your package
list is up to date and all existing packages are upgraded to their latest

versions.

e sudoaptinstall .. : This command installs Apache2, MySQL server, and the
necessary PHP modules. libapache2-mod-php is required for PHP to work with
Apache, while the other php- packages are essential for OpenEMR's
functionality (e.g., php-mysql for database connectivity, php-gd for image
processing).

2. Configure MySQL
Next, secure your MySQL installation and create a database for OpenEMR.
Bash
sudo mysql_secure_installation
¢ Follow the on-screen prompts to set a root password, remove anonymous
users, disallow remote root login, and remove the test database.
Bash
sudo mysgq|l -u root -p
e This command logs you into the MySQL command-line interface. Enter the
root password you just set.
Once inside MySQL, run these commands to create a user and database for

OpenEMR:
SQL

CREATE DATABASE openemr;

CREATE USER 'openemruser'@'localhost' IDENTIFIED BY 'your_secure_password';
GRANT ALL PRIVILEGES ON openemr.* TO 'openemruser'@'localhost';

FLUSH PRIVILEGES;

EXIT;

e CREATE DATABASE openemr; - Creates a new database named openemr .
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CREATE USER ... - Creates a new user named openemruser With a specified
password. Replace ‘'your secure_password” With a strong, unique password.

e GRANTALLPRIVILEGES ... : Grants the new user full permissions on the openemr
database.

FLUSH PRIVILEGES; - Reloads the grant tables to apply the changes.

3. Download and Install OpenEMR
Now, download the OpenEMR package and place it in the Apache web directory.

Bash

cd /tmp

sudo wget https://sourceforge.net/projects/openemr/files/OpenEMR Current/7.0.3/openemr-7.0.3.tar.gz
sudo tar -zxvf openemr-7.0.3.tar.gz -C /var/www/html

e wget... : Downloads the latest stable version of OpenEMR (7.0.2 as of this
writing) to the /imp directory.

e sudotar-zxvf... - EXtracts the contents of the compressed file into the varwww/niml
directory, which is the default web root for Apache.

Bash
sudo mv /var/www/html/openemr-7.0.3 /var/www/html/openemr

e This renames the extracted directory to a simpler name, openemr .

4. Configure Apache Permissions

OpenEMR requires specific file permissions to function correctly.

Bash

sudo chown -R www-data:www-data /var/www/html/openemr
sudo chmod -R 755 /var/www/html/openemr

® sudo chown -R www-data:www-data ... Changes the ownership of the openemr directory
to the www-data user and group, which is the user Apache runs as.

e sudochmod -R755 ... - Sets the directory permissions to allow the owner ( www-data )
to read, write, and execute, and others to read and execute.
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5. Finalize Installation via Web Browser

With all components in place, you can now complete the installation through your
web browser.

e Open a web browser and navigate to http://<your_server_IP_address>/openemr .
o The OpenEMR setup wizard will appear. Follow the prompts:
o Initial Setup: Click "l have read and understand..." and click "Continue".
o Database Settings: Enter the database credentials you created earlier.
= Database Server Host: iocalhost
= Database Name: openemr
= Database User: openemruser
» Database Password: your secure password

o OpenEMR Administrator Account: Create a user and password for the
OpenEMR admin.

» After clicking "Continue," the setup wizard will configure the database and
redirect you to the OpenEMR login page.
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