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List all historical earthquakes in the Philippines . What were the strongest 
magnitude and damage and fatalities 

The Philippines, situated along the Pacific Ring of Fire, is prone to frequent and 
powerful earthquakes. The historical record of significant earthquakes in the 
country extends back centuries, with some of the most devastating events 
occurring in recent history.
Notable Historical Earthquakes
Here is a list of some of the most notable historical earthquakes in the Philippines:

1. 1645 Luzon Earthquake: One of the earliest documented major earthquakes, it 
caused immense destruction in Manila and surrounding areas.

2. 1863 Manila Earthquake: This event led to the collapse of numerous churches 
and buildings in the capital, including the Manila Cathedral.

3. 1968 Casiguran Earthquake: A magnitude 7.3 earthquake that caused 
significant damage in Manila, including the collapse of the Ruby Tower, which 
resulted in 270 fatalities.

4. 1976 Moro Gulf Earthquake: Considered the deadliest in Philippine history, this 
magnitude 8.0 earthquake triggered a devastating tsunami.

5. 1990 Luzon Earthquake: A magnitude 7.8 temblor that caused widespread 
destruction, particularly in Baguio City and other parts of Central and Northern 
Luzon.

6. 1994 Mindoro Earthquake: A magnitude 7.1 quake that triggered a destructive 
local tsunami, causing significant casualties and damage to coastal 
communities.
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7. 2013 Bohol Earthquake: A magnitude 7.2 earthquake that caused extensive 
damage to infrastructure and centuries-old churches in Bohol and Cebu.

8. 2023 Mindanao Earthquake: A magnitude 7.6 earthquake that hit the southern 
Philippines, causing significant damage and prompting tsunami warnings.

9. 2025 Cebu Earthquake: A recent magnitude 6.9 offshore earthquake that 
caused at least 22 fatalities and damaged numerous houses and buildings in 
the central Philippines.

Strongest and Most Damaging Earthquakes
The strongest earthquakes in the Philippines, in terms of magnitude and impact, 
are the 1976 Moro Gulf and 1990 Luzon earthquakes.
1976 Moro Gulf Earthquake

Magnitude: A powerful magnitude 8.0 earthquake struck the Moro Gulf on 
August 17, 1976.

Damage and Fatalities: This earthquake is the most devastating in the 
country's history in terms of casualties. It triggered a catastrophic tsunami 
with waves reaching up to 9 meters (30 feet) high that crashed into the coastal
areas of Mindanao. The combined effects of the earthquake and tsunami 
resulted in an estimated 8,000 deaths and over 10,000 injuries. It caused 
widespread destruction to homes and infrastructure, leaving thousands 
homeless.
1990 Luzon Earthquake

Magnitude: This magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck on July 16, 1990, with its 
epicenter near Rizal, Nueva Ecija.

Damage and Fatalities: The quake caused extensive damage across Central 
and Northern Luzon, including collapsed buildings, bridges, and roads. The 
most affected areas were Baguio City, Cabanatuan City, and Dagupan City. 
The quake was responsible for approximately 1,621 fatalities and over 3,000 
injuries. Property damage was estimated at around $369 million.
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