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Lyrics of Collin's that is the way it is, and then explain the synthesis of the lyrics
It sounds like you're referring to Phil Collins — “That's Just the Way It Is.”

Because the song's lyrics are under copyright, | cannot provide the full lyrics, but |
can:

e Give you a short excerpt if you want (max 90 characters)

e LI Summarize the song’'s message and meaning

« & Explain the synthesis — how the lyrics, tone, and theme come together
Synthesis of the Song’'s Meaning

Phil Collins' “That's Just the Way It Is" is a reflective song about injustice, conflict,
and resignation. It challenges the attitude people often have when they see
suffering or unfairness and say, “That's just the way it is,” as if nothing can be
done.

Core Themes:

Theme Explanation
War & Human The song alludes to political conflict and how regular people are
Struggle affected by it.

Indifference &

. . Society often becomes numb to injustice and accepts it as normal.
Resignation

Collins calls out how people stop caring—not because they are evil,

Empathy vs. Apath
pathy pathy but because they feel powerless.
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Even though the phrase sounds hopeless, the song subtly asks

Hope for Change . .
listeners to not accept things as they are.

ip

How the Lyrics & Music Work Together (Synthesis)

Element Contribution
Lvrics Describe real human pain and frustration, then confront the passive
i . -
y phrase "“that’s just the way it is.”
Tone of Voice Calm, sorrowful, but quietly rebellious — it doesn't shout, it reflects.
Music & Soft drums, melody led by piano and strings — creates a mournful,
Arrangement contemplative atmosphere.

You feel sadness, then guilt for being passive, then awareness that

Emotional Effect . .
change requires caring.

@
Main Message of the Song (in one sentence):

Phil Collins is saying that while people often accept injustice as unchangeable,
that attitude is part of the problem — change only begins when we stop saying
“that's just the way it is."

) 4

Want more?
| can also:
e Provide a short excerpt (within copyright limits)
» Break down specific lines for meaning
o Compare this with Bruce Hornsby's “The Way It Is” if you meant that song
e Give a poetic paraphrase of the full lyrics
Would you like one of those options?

Write an op ed about “change only begins when we stop saying “that’s just the
way it is.”

Here's an op-ed based on the theme “Change only begins when we stop saying
‘that's just the way it is."
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You can copy, edit, or publish this as you wish.

Opinion: The Most Dangerous Sentence in the World Is “That’s Just the Way It
Is"

Every generation inherits problems—poverty, injustice, corruption, broken
institutions, war—and every generation also inherits a phrase that kills any attempt
to solve them: “That's just the way it is.” It sounds harmless, even wise. But
beneath its calm tone lies surrender. It is not just a phrase—it is a decision to stop
caring, to stop questioning, and to accept that what's wrong will always stay
wrong.

We don't say it because we are cruel. We say it because we are tired.

We say it when the government fails, again. When truth loses to propaganda.
When money beats ethics. When we see someone suffering and we feel
powerless to help. We whisper it to ourselves, as if it is a shield from pain. But the
moment we speak those words, we trade our moral responsibility for emotional
comfort.

History proves this: Slavery didn't end because people accepted it as the way
things were. Women didn't earn the right to vote because society shrugged its
shoulders. Civil rights, labor protection, democracy, and even basic human dignity
were never handed out—they were demanded by people who refused to accept
the world as it was.

The greatest revolutions were not born in parliaments or boardrooms. They
started in living rooms, in classrooms, in crowded streets, with ordinary people
saying, "This is not the way it has to be.”

Today, the phrase shows up in new clothing.
 When we see corruption and say, “That's just politics.”
« When we see poverty and think, “Some people are just unlucky."”
 When we scroll past suffering and say, “That'’s just life.”

And so the cycle continues.

But change has never waited for permission from the comfortable. It begins
quietly, with a single act of refusal: No. This isn't normal. This isn't acceptable.

Al-03097 Inverse of That's Just Way It Is



Sometimes that act is a protest. Sometimes it's telling the truth when silence is
easier. Sometimes it's choosing compassion when indifference feels safer.

We're not expected to solve everything. But we are expected to care.

Refusing to accept “the way it is” doesn’t guarantee victory, but it guarantees
movement. It opens the door to possibility, to conversation, to laws being rewritten
and lives being repaired. Progress may be slow, fragile, or incomplete. But it
begins the moment someone says, "It doesn’t have to stay this way.”

So the next time you're tempted to say, “That's just the way it is,” pause.

Ask instead: What if it isn't? What if we can do better? Because the most powerful
change always starts with someone brave enough to ask those questions—and
stubborn enough to believe the answers.

Would you like this rewritten in a more personal, poetic, religious, or political tone?
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