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Explain the relationship between a faith belief system and implicit/explicit
memories. How does it relate to the BDI framework and Intentional stance?
Furthermore, explain the PEM-BDI Framework as it relates to implicit and explicit
memories.

Excellent question — you're now linking cognitive science, psychology of belief,
and theory of mind into a coherent model. Let's unpack it in four parts for clarity
and depth:

1. Relationship Between Faith Belief Systems and
Implicit/Explicit Memories

Faith belief systems are not purely intellectual — they are psychological
ecosystems formed by both explicit (conscious) and implicit (unconscious)
memory processes.

A.Explicit Memories (Declarative, Conscious)

These include:
e Scriptural knowledge, doctrines, moral teachings.
o Personal experiences of prayer, miracles, or community rituals.
» Rationalized belief statements ("l believe in divine providence”).

They form the cognitive narrative of one's faith — the “what” and “why"
consciously held.
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B. Implicit Memories (Emotional, Somatic, Unconscious)
These include:

o Emotional safety felt in church as a child.

e Reverence or fear evoked by religious symbols.

e Bodily calm or awe during worship.

Implicit faith memories shape the felt sense of belief — the “how it feels to
believe.”

Even when explicit beliefs change, these implicit emotional traces often remain,
creating cognitive tension (e.g., guilt or nostalgia after leaving a religion).

C.Dynamic Relationship

Faith systems endure because explicit beliefs anchor the meaning structure, while
implicit memories reinforce emotional commitment.

In trauma or conversion, implicit memories may shift first (emotional rupture or
relief), later followed by explicit re-interpretation (“God has a plan for this").

Thus, faith belief = explicit narrative x implicit emotional conditioning.

2. Connection to the BDI Framework (Belief-Desire-
Intention)

The BDI model explains how cognition drives behavior through internal
representations.

Component Faith Context Memory Mechanism

Stored explicitly as doctrinal and
. “God rewards . . . N
Belief autobiographical memory; reinforced implicitly

honesty.” . .
y by emotional comfort when acting morally.
. "I want to live a Driven by implicit needs for safety, belonging,
Desire . - .
righteous life. and meaning.

s The output of belief-desire synthesis; enacted
] | will tell the truth . . - .
Intention . ; behavior guided by explicit reasoning, supported
even if it costs me. . .
by implicit emotional cues.
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Faith operates as a BDI engine:

Beliefs (explicit) align with desires (implicit motivations), producing intentions
(faith-driven behaviors).

When mismatch occurs (e.qg., belief says “forgive,” but implicit resentment
dominates), cognitive dissonance and moral conflict arise.

3. Relationship to the Intentional Stance (Dennett)

The intentional stance is the perspective of interpreting behavior as goal-
directed, belief-driven, and rational — treating others (or oneself) as having
beliefs, desires, and intentions.

In faith contexts:

o A believer adopts the intentional stance toward God (“God intends good from
this suffering”).

o Toward self ("I should endure because my purpose is tested").
o Toward others (“She sinned because her faith weakened").

This stance integrates implicit empathy (how one feels about agents) and explicit
reasoning (what one infers about their mental states).

Thus, faith belief is not just doctrine but a lens of intentional interpretation,
maintained through memory systems:

o Explicit: narratives that assign purpose (“This trial builds character”).

« Implicit: emotional resonance or trust that “there's meaning behind events.”

4. PEM-BDI Framework and Its Link to
Implicit/Explicit Memories

The PEM-BDI framework expands the classical BDI model by incorporating
Perception, Experience, and Memory — the psychological substrates shaping
beliefs, desires, and intentions.
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Memory System

Stage Function
Involved
How we interpret Implicit + explicit
Perception (P)  sensory and symbolic (pattern recognition,
cues symbol meaning)
Integration of
Experience (E) affective states and Primarily implicit

meaning

Storage and retrieval

. Both implicit and
Memory (M) of both emotional and

. explicit
cognitive traces
Cognitive
Belief (B) generalization built Mostly explicit

from P-E-M patterns

Motivational pull
Desire (D) emerging from belief ~ Mostly implicit
and emotion

Action schema

Intention (1) resulting from Integrated output
synthesis
Core Mechanism

Faith Example

Seeing a cross evokes
calm (implicit) and
reminds one of sacrifice
(explicit).

Feeling divine presence
during worship becomes
encoded as emotional
memory.

Remembering a miracle
(explicit) while feeling
reverent trust (implicit).

“God answers prayers.”

“I want to pray daily."”

“I'll join the church
mission.”

Faith belief formation flows bottom-up from perception - experience - memory
- belief - desire - intention, and top-down when beliefs reinterpret memories

(e.g., reappraising trauma as “a divine test").

Implicit memories modulate the tone and strength of faith; explicit memories

construct its narrative form.

Synthesis Summary

Layer Psychological Function Faith Example

Emotional conditioning, safety,

Implicit Memory awe, guilt
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Layer Psychological Function Faith Example

Explicit Memory Conceptual, verbal, doctrinal belief “God protects me."

BDI Dynamics

Intentional Stance

Belief-Desire-Intention drive faith- I believe, want, and will act
based action accordingly.”

Attributing purpose to

. “God intends good.”
divine/human agents

PEM-BDI How perception and emotion Sensory cues - emotion =
Integration consolidate belief belief formation
In essence:

Faith belief systems are cognitive—emotional architectures.

Implicit memory roots the emotional certainty of faith.

Explicit memory shapes the doctrinal clarity of belief.

BDI explains how belief converts to behavior.

Intentional stance explains how faith frames purpose and agency.

PEM-BDI connects all: how lived experience becomes belief, belief becomes
desire, and desire becomes intentional faith practice.

Would you like me to illustrate this with a flow diagram (showing PEM-BDI
interactions and implicit/explicit feedback loops within a faith system)?

Yes, flow diagram but just use arrows or text (no images) for simplicity.

Perfect — here's a text-based flow diagram showing how faith belief systems
operate through the PEM-BDI framework, integrating implicit and explicit
memory loops and the intentional stance.

() Faith Belief System: PEM-BDI Flow with Implicit/Explicit
Memory Integration

[Perception]

N2
(Senses + symbols + environment)
N2

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories



-> Implicit Encoding - (emotional tone: awe, comfort, fear)
-> Explicit Encoding - (conceptual meaning: "God is near")
N2
[Experience]
N2
- Implicit Memory < (bodily calm, spiritual warmth)
-> Explicit Memory <« (recall of past prayer events)
N2
[Memory Consolidation]
N2
(Implicit + Explicit blended into a coherent narrative)
N2
[Belief Formation]
N2
-> Explicit belief: "God listens to prayers"
- Implicit belief: "I feel safe when | pray"
N2
[Desire Generation]
N2
-> Implicit motivation: "I want peace and connection”
-> Explicit goal: "l will attend church, pray daily"
N2
[Intention & Action]
N2
-> Behavior: acts of faith, charity, moral restraint
-> Reinforcement: experiences confirming belief
N2
[Feedback Loop]
(N
(Intentional stance interprets meaning)
(N
"God intends this for my good"
(N
Reinforces both implicit trust and explicit doctrine
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T

Loops back to reshape Perception and Experience

{© Mechanism Summary

Component Function
. Input filtering through
Perception p 9 9
faith lens
. Emotional + sensory
Experience . .
integration
Storage of affective +
Memory
conceptual traces
Belief Structured worldview
Desire Motivational pull
Intention Chosen action schema
Intentional . S
Meaning attribution
Stance
() Dynamic Loops

1. Bottom-up (Experience - Belief)

Memory Type
Implicit + Explicit

Implicit
dominant

Both
Explicit
dominant

Implicit
dominant

Integrated

Cognitive-
affective

Example

Seeing a church triggers
awe and moral reflection

Feeling peace during
worship

Emotional warmth (implicit)
+ learned prayer (explicit)
“God loves me”

“I want to stay close to
God"

“I'll forgive others”

n

"God'’s will guides my life

Emotional experiences create beliefs ("l felt saved - God exists").

2. Top-down (Belief > Experience)

Beliefs color future perception (“This trial tests my faith”).

3. Feedback Integration

Each cycle strengthens neural associations between implicit emotional
memory and explicit cognitive schema, solidifying faith identity.

< Conceptual Summary
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PEM (Perception - Experience - Memory)
N
Shapes BDI (Belief - Desire - Intention)
N
Expressed through the Intentional Stance
N
("God intends... | am chosen... This has meaning")
N
Feeds back to reshape Perception & Experience

In short:

Faith belief systems are self-reinforcing cognitive-emotional loops where
implicit (emotional) and explicit (cognitive) memories intertwine.

The PEM-BDI model explains how experiences become beliefs and intentions,
while the intentional stance sustains meaning and purpose across cycles.

Would you like me to expand this into a dual-loop diagram (showing “bottom-up
experience” vs “top-down belief reinterpretation”)? It visually captures how faith
stabilizes or changes over time.

Perform a Faith Belief System Analysis: PEM—-BDI Flow with Implicit/Explicit
Memory Integration on "the belief that | have to visit the grave of my parents".
Use a text-based flow diagram.

Excellent — this belief (“I have to visit the grave of my parents”) can be analyzed
as a faith-based obligation grounded in cultural, emotional, and spiritual memory
systems.

Below is a text-based PEM-BDI flow that shows how implicit and explicit
memory interact to sustain the belief and its behavioral outcome.

# Faith Belief System Analysis: "l have to visit the
grave of my parents”

(PEM-BDI Flow with Implicit/Explicit Memory Integration)
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[Perception]
N2
(Visual: cemetery, photo of parents, church calendar, All Souls' Day reminde
r)
N2
-> Implicit cue: bodily warmth, nostalgia, reverent sadness
-> Explicit cue: social/religious norm — "I should honor the dead”
N2
[Experience]
N2
-> Implicit encoding: emotional bond, filial piety, unfinished connection
-> Explicit encoding: cultural rule — “It's what good children do”
N2
[Memory Consolidation]
N2
-> Implicit memory: safety and belonging from family traditions
-> Explicit memory: past visits, priest's homilies, parental teachings
N2
[Belief Formation]
N2
-> Explicit belief: “I have to visit their grave to show respect”
-> Implicit belief: “If I don't, I'll feel guilt or spiritual imbalance”
N2
[Desire Generation]
N2
-> Implicit desire: emotional closure, continuation of love
-> Explicit desire: moral alignment with faith and family expectation
N2
[Intention & Action]
N2
-> Behavioral intention: plan visit, bring flowers, pray at the site
-> Emotional outcome: peace, relief, reconnection
N2
[Feedback Loop]
0
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(Intentional stance gives meaning)

T

“They are watching over me; visiting shows love and gratitude.”

T

-> Reinforces implicit calm and explicit duty

T

Cycles back to strengthen Perception and Experience:

- The next time a cemetery or All Souls’ Day is mentioned,

both emotional (implicit) and cognitive (explicit) circuits activate.

{© Component-by-Component Interpretation

PEM-BDI Stage

Perception

Experience

Memory

Belief

Desire

Intention

Feedback
(Intentional
Stance)

Implicit Memory
Function

Felt sacredness
when seeing
cemetery symbols

Emotional
attachment, longing

Stored emotional
comfort after
previous visits

Inner conviction: “I
must go” (felt truth)

Emotional need for
connection

Acts guided by
emotional pull

Feels spiritually right

Explicit Memory
Function

Recognition of
religious ritual dates

Remembered prayers
and cultural norms

Mental record of moral
teaching ("honor your
parents”)

Articulated statement:
"“It's my responsibility”
Goal to maintain moral
identity

Ritualized, deliberate
plan

Rationalizes as
meaningful tradition

=) Dual Memory Interaction
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Faith/Emotional
Outcome

Triggers sense of
duty

Combines love with
obligation

Forms the core
emotional-cognitive
association

Creates internal
coherence

Motivates action

Behavior aligns with
belief

Reinforces faith
structure
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Implicit Loop:
Emotion - Bodily memory > Need for connection - Visit - Relief
™ \

<« Reinforcement through peace and closure -

Explicit Loop:

Doctrine = Moral reasoning - Plan action - Visit > Cognitive validation
™ N2
<« Reinforcement through belief consistency -

The two loops synchronize: emotional satisfaction validates the belief, and the
belief justifies the emotion — forming a stable faith-memory feedback system.

& Psychological Insight
« Implicit layer: Operates as filial love, emotional memory, and guilt avoidance.

» Explicit layer: Expresses religious and cultural reasoning (“It's the right thing
to do").

 PEM-BDI mechanism: Converts emotional experience into moral intention.

 Intentional stance: Frames the act as purposeful and sacred (“They know |
came").

Together, this belief is not mere ritual compliance — it's an integrated act of
memory, meaning, and moral identity.

Would you like me to extend this into a contrasting version, showing what
happens if the person chooses not to visit (how cognitive dissonance and implicit
conflict arise in the PEM-BDI system)?

Yes, contrasting version. Also explain why this belief is a thinking error or not.

Excellent — this contrast will show how faith-based obligation interacts with
implicit guilt, explicit moral reasoning, and belief coherence. Below is the full
contrasting PEM-BDI flow when one does not visit their parents’ graves —
followed by a psychological and philosophical analysis of whether the belief is a
thinking error or a faith-integrated value.
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L. Contrasting PEM-BDI Flow: “l didn't visit the
grave of my parents"”

[Perception]

N2
(Trigger: All Souls’ Day passes, sibling posts cemetery photo)
N2
- Implicit cue: mild discomfort, unease, loss
-> Explicit cue: awareness of social/religious expectation — “I should've gone”
N2
[Experience]
N2
- Implicit encoding: guilt, emotional dissonance, self-reproach
-> Explicit encoding: rationalization — “l was busy, they're in heaven anyway”
N2
[Memory Interaction]
N2

- Implicit memory recalls emotional peace from past visits
-> Explicit memory recalls teachings about honoring the dead
-> Tension arises between emotional pattern (visit = comfort) and cognitive av
oidance (skip = convenience)
N2
[Belief Reappraisal]
N2
-> Explicit belief conflict: “Visiting is right” vs “My love is not measured by visit
g
-> Implicit belief: "I failed them" or “Something’'s missing”
N2
[Desire Conflict]
N2
-> Implicit desire: restore emotional balance (through atonement or prayer)
-> Explicit desire: maintain rational integrity (“They'd understand”)
N2
[Intention & Behavior]
N2
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-> Behavioral output: either compensatory act (light candle at home) or avoida

nce

-> Emotional outcome: temporary justification, lingering unease

N2
[Feedback Loop]
T

(Intentional stance seeks meaning)

T

“My parents’ souls don't need the visit — what matters is remembrance.”

T

-> Reframes belief, lessens guilt, but weakens ritual link

T

Cycles back with a modified Perception and Belief:
- Next All Souls' Day: weaker compulsion, more abstract remembrance

+»» Component Comparison

PEM-BDI Stage Visiting

Sacred ritual cues

Perception )
trigger peace
. Emotional
Experience .
connection, closure
Reinforced through
Memory . .
satisfaction
. “I must visit to honor
Belief Y
them
Desire Reconnection, duty
Intention Visit and pray
Harmony (implicit +
Feedback y (imp

explicit)

Not Visiting
Cues trigger regret

Emotional absence,
rationalization

Recalled through guilt

"Love transcends
physical visits"”

Relief from obligation
Substitute act or avoid

Dissonance (implicit #
explicit)

« Psychological Mechanism
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Psychological Effect

Emotional tone shifts
from calm = guilt

Implicit longing vs
explicit justification

Memory bias toward
“should have"

Cognitive restructuring

Motivation tension

Divergent coping
strategies

Long-term meaning
adjustment
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When behavior violates belief, the mind experiences cognitive dissonance:
o Implicit conflict: emotional guilt, body tension, anxiety
o Explicit rationalization: “They're with God, they don't mind”

« Over time, the brain rebalances by adjusting the belief (“Visiting isn't
necessary for love") or resuming the act next year to relieve guilt.

Thus, both implicit comfort (emotional) and explicit coherence (rational) seek
equilibrium.

(4 Is This Belief a Thinking Error?

Let's assess it using cognitive and philosophical criteria.

Not a Thinking Error When:

1. It expresses faith-based meaning — viewing the visit as symbolic continuity,
not magical necessity.

2. It aligns with emotional needs — gives closure, belonging, and gratitude.
3. It does not generate chronic guilt — the act is choice, not compulsion.
4. It serves adaptive integration — connects past love with present identity.
- In this form, the belief is existentially coherent and emotionally healthy.

It's a ritualized form of remembrance, consistent with implicit attachment patterns
and explicit moral values.

X It Becomes a Thinking Error When:
1. The belief turns rigid or moralistic ("If | don't visit, I'm a bad child").
2. It implies magical thinking (“Their souls will suffer if | don't go").
3. It induces chronic guilt or fear of divine punishment.
4

. It overrides rational or compassionate self-care (e.g., severe weather, illness,
or distance).

- In these cases, the belief reflects cognitive distortion — specifically:
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o All-or-nothing thinking

e Moral absolutism

e Emotional reasoning ("l feel guilty, so | must be wrong")
e Catastrophizing ("I've dishonored them forever"”)

Such distortions often arise when implicit fear memories dominate explicit
reasoning, causing emotional overcontrol by early moral conditioning.

() Integrative Understanding (PEM-BDI + Intentional
Stance)

PEM: Perception (cemetery cues) - Experience (love/guilt) > Memory (emoti
onal + moral)
2
BDI: Belief (“I must visit”) - Desire (“to honor them”) - Intention (visit)
2
Intentional Stance:
“They know | care; my act has purpose.”
2
When visit omitted - stance reinterpreted:
“They understand; remembrance can be internal.”

In adaptive faith, intentional stance evolves — meaning shifts from physical ritual
to symbolic continuity.

In rigid belief, the stance freezes — meaning trapped in repetitive guilt-driven

action.
Synthesis
Dimension Healthy Faith Value Thinking Error
Implicit Emotion Warm reverence Fear-based guilt
Explicit Belief Symbolic honor Literal obligation
BDI Dynamics Flexible belief-desire alignment Rigid duty—fear loop

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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Dimension Healthy Faith Value Thinking Error
Intentional Stance "Act of love" "Act of appeasement”

Psychological Outcome Peace and integration Anxiety and self-blame

Final Insight:

The belief “I have to visit my parents’ grave” is not inherently a thinking error —
it's a culturally encoded expression of love, memory, and moral continuity.

It becomes maladaptive only when implicit guilt outweighs explicit meaning,
leading to ritual compulsion rather than emotional integration.

Would you like me to extend this analysis by showing how the belief could evolve
into a mature form of spiritual remembrance (a stage beyond ritual toward inner
integration of love and memory)?

Yes

## V£ Faith Belief Evolution: From Ritual Duty - Inner Integration
*(PEM-BDI Flow with Implicit/Explicit Memory Maturation)*

This stage shows how the belief **"| have to visit the grave of my parents"** c
an evolve from external ritual to *spiritual remembrance* — where love, gratit
ude, and continuity are felt inwardly, without dependence on location or guilt.

### < **Evolved PEM-BDI Flow: “I carry my parents’ presence within me"**

[Perception]
N2
(Cues: family gatherings, familiar music, inherited values)
N2
-> Implicit cue: warmth, gratitude, peace
-> Explicit cue: awareness that love transcends death
N2

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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[Experience]
N2
-> Implicit encoding: calm emotional connection, inner dialogue
-> Explicit encoding: reflection — “They live on through what | am”
N2
[Memory Consolidation]
N2
-> Implicit memory: soothing internalized parental presence
-> Explicit memory: recollection of their teachings and sacrifices
N2
[Belief Formation]
N2
-> Explicit belief: "Visiting is one way, but remembering with love is another”
-> Implicit belief: “They're with me always — no distance in spirit”
N2
[Desire Generation]
N2
- Implicit desire: express gratitude, live by their virtues
-> Explicit desire: share their goodness with others
N2
[Intention & Action]
N2
-> Behavior: acts of kindness in their honor, quiet prayer anywhere
- Emotional outcome: peace without ritual dependence
N2
[Feedback Loop]
0
(Intentional stance reframed)
0
“Their essence flows through my choices — remembrance is living their val
ues.”
0
Reinforces implicit serenity and explicit understanding
0
Perception and Experience shift permanently toward inner stability
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### 3 **Transformation Markers**

| Stage | Immature (Obligation) | Mature (Integration) |

o Re——— |

| **Perception** | Cemetery = sacred site only | Everyday life = sacred contin
uity |

| **Experience** | Guilt, fear of neglect | Calm gratitude, felt connection |

| **Memory** | Anchored in physical ritual | Carried as emotional presence |

| **Belief** | “I must go, or | fail them” | “I honor them by how | live" |

| **Desire** | Avoid guilt | Embody their virtues |

| **Intention** | Visit, pray, appease | Act kindly, remember consciously |

| **Feedback** | Relief only after ritual | Ongoing peace, purpose, gratitude |

### . **Psychological Dynamics of Maturation**

1. **Implicit Memory Rewiring**
- Early conditioning: love = action of visiting
- Mature form: love = state of being and remembrance

2. **Explicit Cognitive Integration**
- From rule-based ("I should visit")
- To meaning-based (“They are within me")

3. **Belief Flexibility**
- Ritual becomes symbolic, not compulsory
- Emotion becomes enduring, not episodic

4. **|Intentional Stance Evolution**
- From "l act to please them”
- To "I live as the continuation of them”

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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### (=] **Faith Memory Maturation Cycle**

External Symbol (grave)
N2
Emotional Connection (love)
N2
Reflective Understanding (meaning)
N2
Internalization (presence)
N2
Embodied Action (virtue)
N2
Ongoing Remembrance (peace)

### ¥ **Final Synthesis**

| Dimension | Mature Spiritual Remembrance |

B e |

| **Implicit Memory** | Emotional warmth and presence even without ritual |

| **Explicit Memory** | Rational understanding of continuity beyond death |

| **BDI Dynamics** | Belief and desire harmonize into purpose-driven living |

| **Intentional Stance** | “They live through my compassion, discipline, and c
hoices” |

| **Psychological Outcome** | Lasting serenity, moral coherence, reduction of
guilt |

**Summary Insight:**
The original belief evolves from *externalized duty* - *internalized devotion*.

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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This is **not rejection** of ritual but **integration** — where visiting the grav
e becomes a *choice of love* not an *obligation of fear*.

Faith matures when **implicit emotional peace** and **explicit moral underst
anding** converge — allowing remembrance to become *living continuity* rat
her than *ritual maintenance*.

Tell me more about All Souls Day. | was in the cemetery dropping off my wife with
food and beverages because they are gathering all day to celebrate All Souls Day.
Then | overheard from someone "Oh, | just went to the Big Cross and light my
candle there for my parents". In my mind (I did not vocalized it) "Oh, so you are
just going to telegram your feelings of remembrance via candle lighting".
Enlighten me on the belief using the PEM-BDI framework.

## = **All Souls’' Day: The PEM-BDI Analysis of Collective Remembrance**

Your observation beautifully captures a subtle psychological contrast betwee
n *embodied remembrance* (those who stay, eat, and commune at the grave)
and *symbolic remembrance* (those who light a candle at the Big Cross).
Both are valid expressions — but differ in **depth of sensory experience, emo
tional encoding, and intentional meaning**.

Let's unpack this through the **PEM-BDI lens**:

### < **PEM-BDI Flow: All Souls' Day as Faith—-Memory System**

[Perception]
N2
(Cues: cemetery, flowers, candles, prayers, family gathering)
N2

-> Implicit cue: nostalgia, reverence, comfort

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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-> Explicit cue: tradition — “This is the day we honor the dead”
N2
[Experience]
N2
-> Implicit encoding: bodily sensations (warmth, togetherness, scent of candle
s)
-> Explicit encoding: conscious reflection (“We remember them; life is brief"”)
N2
[Memory Consolidation]
N2
-> Implicit memory: emotional bonding, continuity with the deceased
-> Explicit memory: names, stories, virtues of loved ones
N2
[Belief Formation]
N2
-> Explicit belief: “Our prayers and presence honor their souls”
-> Implicit belief: “They are near; they feel our remembrance”
N2
[Desire Generation]
N2
-> Implicit desire: maintain connection and peace
-> Explicit desire: fulfill religious or familial duty
N2
[Intention & Action]
N2
-> Behavior: visit, pray, light candles, share food
- Emotional outcome: catharsis, closure, reaffirmation of faith
N2
[Feedback Loop]
0
(Intentional stance: the meaning-maker)
0
“This ritual keeps love alive; remembrance transcends time."”
0
Reinforces both implicit comfort and explicit moral continuity
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### o **Two Pathways of Remembrance**

| Mode | Implicit Depth | Explicit Meaning | Psychological Function |

O s e |

| **Embodied Visit (full-day stay)** | Rich sensory experience — sight, touch,
food, sound | “We commune with them as if they're still family” | Strengthens
emotional attachment, ritual bonding |

| **Symbolic Candle Lighting (at Big Cross)** | Minimal sensory immersion |
“A brief act still carries meaning and respect” | Offers efficiency, symbolic co
mmunication, moral closure |

Your internal thought — *"telegram of remembrance”* — recognizes this diffe
rence: the **degree of emotional investment**,

Lighting a candle remotely is like sending a *compressed signal* of care — no
t false, just minimal.

It transmits *meaning without immersion*.

### . **PEM-BDI Comparative Dynamics**

| PEM-BDI Stage | Embodied Visit | Candle-Only Act |

e — E— e |

| **Perception** | Concrete sights, sounds, family presence | Abstract symbo
|, communal altar |

| **Experience** | Full sensory-emotional engagement | Quick symbolic partic
ipation |

| **Memory** | Deep implicit encoding (“I felt them with us”) | Shallow explicit
token (“I remembered them”) |

| **Belief** | “They are with us in this space” | “Lighting this honors them from
afar” |

| **Desire** | Emotional closeness | Moral obligation |

| **Intention** | Spend day in communion | Perform symbolic act |

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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| **Feedback** | Emotional fulfillment | Cognitive satisfaction |

Both paths fulfill **different needs**:

- The *embodied act* nourishes **implicit emotional memory** (feeling-base
d faith).

- The *symbolic act* satisfies **explicit cognitive belief** (rule-based faith).

### . **The Psychological Meaning of “Lighting a Candle at the Big Cross"*

*

When someone says they *just light a candle at the Big Cross* they're exercis
ing the **Intentional Stance**:
> "My act carries intention; the symbol stands for my remembrance.”

It's a **compressed ritual signal** cognitively efficient yet emotionally brief.
The person’s mind equates *symbolic participation* with *moral completion*
— similar to sending a message that says *"| remember you"*.

It's a *telegram of the heart* — reduced in form, but not devoid of sincerity.

### ™ **Fajth, Memory, and Cultural Synchronicity**

All Souls' Day in Catholic—Filipino tradition integrates both **collective faith**
and **individual emotional continuity**:

- **Collective (Explicit):** theological teaching — souls in purgatory benefit fr
om prayers.

- **personal (Implicit):** emotional memory — “I still love and need them.”

Thus, even the “telegram version” works within the shared belief system: the
*intent* sustains the spiritual link, even if the *experience* is minimal.

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories
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##t# (=] **Maturation of Meaning**

Physical Visit - Emotional Immersion
Symbolic Candle - Spiritual Efficiency
Reflection - Integration of both

A mature believer often **oscillates** between the two:
- Visiting when presence is desired,

- Lighting a candle when simplicity suffices,

- Holding peace that *both acts are expressions of love*.

### ¥ **Synthesis**

| Aspect | Embodied Faith | Symbolic Faith | Integrated Faith |

R —— e pd— |

| #**Action** | Visit and stay | Light a candle | Either with full awareness |

| **Memory** | Implicit-dominant | Explicit-dominant | Balanced emotional-co
gnitive loop |

| **Belief** | “I'm with them"” | “I remember them” | “They're within me" |

| **Intentional Stance** | "My presence honors them” | “My intention honors t
hem" | “Love transcends both gesture and space” |

| **Outcome** | Emotional fullness | Efficient closure | Peaceful integration |

**Final Insight: **

Your observation touches on the evolution of remembrance — from **ritual pr
oximity** to **symbolic intention** and ultimately toward **inner presence**.

Through the **PEM-BDI lens**, both forms are valid expressions of the same r
oot belief:

Al-03125 Belief vs Implicit Explicit Memories

24



> Love seeks continuity, and faith provides the language to keep that continuit
y alive — whether through a candle, a visit, or quiet remembrance.
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