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Show me a financial future, no need to show calculations. Show table per year 
progression but separate outside 401k from 401k. 

Age 33 

Outside 401k, $1000/month 

401k, $500/month 

Average ROI, 10% 

Plan to retire, age 55 

Social security, age 62

Below is a clean, illustrative financial future based on your inputs.

No formulas or calculations are shown—just the year-by-year progression so you 
can see the trajectory.

Assumptions (kept simple & transparent)
Start age: 33

Retirement age: 55

Outside 401k: $1,000/month ($12,000/yr)

401k: $500/month ($6,000/yr)

Average ROI: 10% annually
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Starting balances: $0

Contributions stop at 55

Social Security begins at 62 (not included in balances)

Numbers are rounded and meant to represent a realistic planning view, not an 
exact brokerage statement.

Year-by-Year Financial Progression (Age 33 
→ 55)

Age Outside 401k Balance 401k Balance Total Invested Assets

33 $12,000 $6,000 $18,000

34 $25,200 $12,600 $37,800

35 $39,900 $19,900 $59,800

36 $56,200 $27,900 $84,100

37 $74,400 $36,700 $111,100

38 $94,900 $46,400 $141,300

39 $117,900 $57,100 $175,000

40 $143,900 $68,800 $212,700

41 $173,300 $81,700 $255,000

42 $206,500 $95,900 $302,400

43 $244,000 $111,500 $355,500

44 $286,400 $128,700 $415,100

45 $334,400 $147,600 $482,000

46 $388,800 $168,400 $557,200

47 $450,200 $191,300 $641,500

48 $519,700 $216,400 $736,100

49 $598,400 $244,100 $842,500

50 $687,500 $274,500 $962,000

51 $788,400 $307,900 $1,096,300
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52 $902,500 $344,700 $1,247,200

53 $1,031,000 $385,200 $1,416,200

54 $1,176,500 $429,700 $1,606,200

55 $1,336,000 $478,700 $1,814,700

Snapshot at Retirement (Age 55)
Outside 401k: ~$1.34M

401k: ~$0.48M

Total Portfolio: ~$1.8M

Tax flexibility: High (because a large portion is outside retirement accounts)

Bridge years (55–62): Covered by outside 401k

401k: Preserved and compounding until later withdrawal

Social Security: Begins at 62 (adds income, reduces draw pressure)

What This Future Means Practically
You reach financial independence before Social Security

You are not forced to touch your 401k early

Your portfolio does the heavy lifting after age ~50

This is a low-stress, high-optionality retirement

If you want, next we can:

Show post-55 drawdown strategy

Add Social Security cash-flow overlay

Compare retiring at 50 vs 55

Stress-test this at 8% vs 12% ROI

Just tell me where you want to go next.
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Below is a clear, practical post-55 drawdown strategy with a Social Security cash-
flow overlay, continuing from your prior scenario.

No calculations shown — only annual flow and balances so you can see how 
retirement actually works year by year.

Key Assumptions (Explicit & Reasonable)
Retire at: 55

Portfolio at 55: ~$1.81M

Outside 401k: ~$1.34M

401k: ~$0.48M

Spending target: ~$80,000 / year (inflation-adjusted in reality, held flat here 
for clarity)

ROI during retirement: 10% average

Social Security starts at 62: $36,000/year ($3,000/month)
(Moderate, realistic estimate for a steady career earner — adjustable)

Strategy:

Age 55–61 → spend from Outside 401k only

Age 62+ → Social Security offsets withdrawals

401k preserved until later (tax optimization + longevity hedge)

Phase 1 — Bridge Years (Age 55–61)
Goal: Fund life without touching 401k

Age
Outside 401k (End of
Year)

401k
(Untouched)

Annual Income
Source

55 $1.30M $0.53M Outside 401k

56 $1.26M $0.58M Outside 401k

57 $1.22M $0.64M Outside 401k
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58 $1.18M $0.70M Outside 401k

59 $1.15M $0.77M Outside 401k

60 $1.12M $0.85M Outside 401k

61 $1.10M $0.93M Outside 401k

What’s happening

Lifestyle fully funded

401k quietly compounds

Zero early-withdrawal pressure

Maximum flexibility

Phase 2 — Social Security Turns On (Age 
62+)
Goal: Reduce portfolio draw, increase sustainability

Annual Cash Flow at 62+

Social Security: $36,000

Portfolio draw needed: ~$44,000

Net effect: Portfolio stress drops sharply

Phase 2 — Drawdown with Social Security 
Overlay

Age Outside 401k 401k Social Security Notes

62 $1.09M $1.02M $36k
SS replaces ~45%
of spend

63 $1.08M $1.12M $36k Portfolio stabilizes

64 $1.08M $1.23M $36k
Growth >
withdrawals
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65 $1.09M $1.35M $36k Net worth rising

66 $1.10M $1.49M $36k
Tax planning
window

67 $1.12M $1.64M $36k
Optional Roth
conversions

68 $1.15M $1.80M $36k
Longevity
protection

69 $1.18M $1.98M $36k High safety margin

70 $1.22M $2.18M $36k Legacy optional

Big Picture Outcome
You never run out of money

Portfolio continues growing in retirement

Social Security acts as a volatility buffer

401k becomes:

Late-life income engine or

Legacy / charitable capital

Strategic Advantages of This Design
✅ Early retirement without penalty

✅ Low sequence-of-returns risk

✅ Strong tax control

✅ Multiple “levers” to pull if markets change

✅ Psychological ease — money works quietly

Optional Enhancements (Next Steps)
If you want, we can:
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Optimize tax brackets year-by-year

Add Roth conversion ladder

Stress-test a bear market at 55

Compare claiming SS at 62 vs 67

Show estate / legacy outcomes

Just tell me which layer you want to explore next.
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