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Pigeon vs Dove?  I have a pigeon renting in my patio at 27th floor, how to feed 
and take care without invading too much.  I just want to start a hobby of feeding 
and give them B&B.

That’s a lovely, gentle hobby to consider 🕊️

Let’s break this down clearly and responsibly, especially since you’re on the 27th 
floor.

1. Pigeon vs Dove — what’s the difference?
Short answer:

They’re basically the same family.

Feature Pigeon Dove

Scientific family Columbidae Columbidae

Size Generally larger Generally smaller

Urban presence Very common Less common

Behavior Adaptable, bold Shyer, quieter

Naming Cultural Cultural

Key truth:

All pigeons are doves; not all doves are pigeons.

Your patio visitor is almost certainly a rock pigeon (Columba livia)—the classic 
city pigeon.
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2. Why a pigeon chose your 27th-floor patio
This is actually normal pigeon logic:

High elevation = predator safety

Flat ledges mimic cliff faces (their ancestral nesting spots)

Quiet patios = low disturbance

Humans nearby = reliable food sources

In pigeon terms, your patio is prime real estate.

3. Ethical goal: “Support, not domesticate”
Your instinct is good. The right mindset is:

Offer shelter and food — without creating dependency or intrusion

You want:

No hand-feeding

No confinement

No forced interaction

Think of yourself as a quiet innkeeper, not an owner.

4. How to feed pigeons properly (low-impact)

✅ What to feed (best options)
Offer small amounts, once per day or every other day.

Cracked corn

Millet (white or red)

Safflower seeds

Wheat berries

Dried peas or lentils (split)
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Best mix:

Simple pigeon/dove seed mix (often sold as “dove feed”)

❌ What NOT to feed
Bread (causes malnutrition)

Salty foods

Rice (myth aside, uncooked rice is still poor nutrition)

Processed foods

Sugary snacks

How to place food (very important)
Use a shallow dish or tray

Place it far from your door

Remove leftovers after 30–60 minutes

Feed at consistent times (birds love routine)

This prevents:

Overcrowding

Dependency

Mess

Neighbors’ complaints

5. Water matters more than food
A small shallow water dish is often more valuable than food.

Change daily

Shallow (1–2 cm deep)

Place in shade if possible

Pigeons need clean water for:
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Drinking

Beak cleaning

Temperature regulation

6. “B&B” without invasion (ideal setup)

Minimal, respectful shelter
Since you’re high up:

Do not build enclosed boxes

Avoid nesting encouragement unless you’re ready for chicks

Instead:

Provide a windbreak corner

Flat, dry surface

Optional: small wooden board or outdoor mat

This gives comfort without triggering nesting.

7. Important caution: nesting & chicks
If you provide:

Enclosed space

Nesting materials

Regular heavy feeding

You may get:

Eggs

Chicks

Weeks of commitment

If that’s not your goal, keep things minimal.

If eggs appear:
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In most US states, disturbing active nests is restricted

Let nature run its course

8. Cleanliness & health (urban reality)
Pigeons are not inherently dirty, but hygiene matters.

Sweep droppings regularly

Wear gloves if cleaning

Wash hands after contact

Do not let droppings accumulate

Avoid:

Direct handling

Indoor access

Food spills

9. Will they get “too attached”?
If done right:

They will visit

They will recognize the spot

They will not demand attention

Signs you’re doing it right:

Bird keeps healthy distance

Comes quietly

Leaves easily when food is gone

Signs you’re overdoing it:

Multiple pigeons crowding

Aggressive behavior
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Constant presence

10. Philosophical note (why this is a good hobby)
What you’re really doing is:

Practicing stewardship

Observing urban ecology

Offering non-possessive care

It’s calm, grounding, and surprisingly meditative.

11. If you want, I can help you:
Design a 27th-floor pigeon-friendly but neighbor-safe setup

Identify whether it’s male/female

Decode pigeon behaviors (cooing, head bobbing, visits)

Decide whether to allow or gently discourage nesting

Just tell me how involved you want to be — observer, host, or caretaker.

Wonderful — you’re essentially setting up a high-rise, low-impact avian inn.

I’ll keep this practical, discreet, and neighbor-safe, and then help you read the 
bird like a quiet observer rather than an owner.

PART I — 27th-Floor Pigeon-Friendly, 
Neighbor-Safe Setup
Design principles (non-negotiable at your height)
1. No visual clutter (neighbors below can see spillage)

2. No mass feeding (prevents flocking)

3. Easy removal / reset

4. No nesting encouragement
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Think temporary hospitality, not permanent residence.

1. Layout: The “Quiet Corner” Design
Choose one patio corner, ideally:

Shielded from wind

Furthest from your door

Not directly over another balcony

Base surface
Outdoor rubber mat or

Flat wooden board (12–18 inches)

Purpose:

Keeps droppings localized

Easy daily lift-and-clean

Mimics cliff ledge feel pigeons prefer

2. Food Station (Low-Impact)

Container
Shallow ceramic or stainless dish

Diameter: 4–6 inches

Heavy enough not to tip in wind

Feeding protocol
Small amount only (1–2 tablespoons)

Place once per day (or every other day)

Remove after 30–45 minutes

This:
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Prevents hoarding

Prevents attracting other pigeons

Keeps visits brief and polite

3. Water Station (Most Important)

Dish
Shallow saucer (1–2 cm depth)

Weighted or rubber-bottom

Placement
Slightly away from food

Near wall for wind protection

Change daily.

Clean water = healthier bird = less mess.

4. Wind & Weather Comfort (Without Nesting)
DO provide:

Wall on one side

Overhang if your patio already has one

DO NOT provide:

Boxes

Enclosures

Corners filled with straw/twigs

Optional:

Small outdoor tile leaned against wall (acts as wind shield)
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5. Cleanliness Protocol (Neighbor Safety)
Sweep daily or every other day

Hose or wipe mat weekly

Never let droppings harden

Pro tip:

Sprinkle a little vinegar + water when cleaning — breaks down residue and 
reduces odor.

PART II — Male vs Female: How to Tell (No 
Handling)
Important truth
Pigeons are sexually monomorphic — no obvious visual difference.

But behavior tells a LOT.

1. Signs it’s likely a male
Persistent cooing

Head bobbing while approaching you or the space

Puffing chest

Walking in small circles

Bowing motions

Stays longer on the patio

This is courtship behavior, even if no female is present.

2. Signs it’s likely a female
Quieter
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More alert, less display

Shorter visits

Squats slightly when approached by a cooing pigeon

If paired, spends more time sitting

If you ever see two pigeons:

Male = active, vocal

Female = receptive, still

3. Best odds (urban reality)
Solo pigeon + patio courtship displays = ~70% male

PART III — Decoding Pigeon Behaviors 
(Your Field Guide)

1. Cooing (Not all coos mean the same thing)

Soft, rhythmic coo-coo-coo
✔ Content

✔ Territory comfort

✔ “This ledge is safe”

Loud, repetitive cooing with puffed chest
✔ Courtship

✔ Likely male

✔ Claiming space

Low growl-like sound
⚠ Defensive
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⚠ “Too close”

2. Head Bobbing (Very important signal)
Type Meaning

Slow, exaggerated bobbing Courtship

Short, quick bob Curiosity

No bobbing Alert / cautious

Bobbing while walking toward you Confidence

If it bobs away from you → nervous

If it bobs toward you → comfortable

3. Visit Patterns (What they tell you)

Comes at same time daily
✔ You’re part of its mental map

Leaves immediately after eating
✔ Healthy boundary (good!)

Lingers, preens, naps
⚠ Comfort level rising

⚠ Risk of nesting if encouraged

Looks inside your door
⚠ You’re becoming “habitat,” not just host

4. Preening on your patio
This is a trust signal.

Birds don’t preen where they feel unsafe.
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PART IV — How to Keep It From Escalating
If you want to cap involvement:

Skip feeding 1–2 days per week

Never add nesting materials

Change dish location slightly every few weeks

Keep visits short

If you ever want to gently discourage:

Remove food, keep water only

Reduce mat size

Increase cleaning frequency

PART V — Your Role (Best Framing)
You are not:

❌ Owner

❌ Trainer

❌ Rescuer

You are:

✅ Safe stopover

✅ Observer

✅ Temporary steward

That balance keeps this hobby peaceful, ethical, and neighbor-friendly.

If you want next:

I can help you log behaviors like a naturalist

Interpret pair bonding if a second pigeon appears

Decide what to do if eggs show up
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Or help you name this pigeon (yes, people do 😄)

Just say how deep you want to go.
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