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What is the psychology term for the high or the euphoria?

What you’re describing is actually a cluster of well-known psychological and

neurobiological phenomena rather than just one single term. The feeling you had

—and still partially recreate today—comes from how the brain wires emotion,

reward, identity, and memory during adolescence.

Here are the key concepts that explain it clearly:

1. Reward Sensitization (Dopamine Imprinting)

As a teenager, your brain’s reward system was highly sensitive—especially to

novelty, music, rebellion, and substances.

The brain releases dopamine, which creates feelings of pleasure and

motivation.

Repeated pairing (music + substances + freedom) creates a strong neural

association.

This is sometimes called “dopamine imprinting”—your brain tags those

experiences as deeply meaningful and rewarding.

Even today, when you hear that same music, your brain can partially “replay” that

state—without needing the substances.

2. Nostalgic Euphoria

A more precise emotional term for what you feel now is:

Nostalgia-induced euphoria
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This isn’t just remembering—it’s:

Re-experiencing emotional states

Feeling warmth, intensity, and meaning

Often stronger for music than other triggers

Music is one of the most powerful cues because it directly activates emotional

and memory centers together.

3. State-Dependent Memory

You encoded those experiences in a very specific state:

Loud music

Emotional intensity

Possibly substances

Teenage identity exploration

This is called state-dependent memory:

Memories are easier to recall when you recreate parts of the original state

Music acts as a “key” that unlocks that entire emotional package

4. Adolescent Neuroplasticity (Critical Period Encoding)

Your teenage years are a highly plastic developmental window:

Identity is forming

Emotions are stronger

Experiences feel more “first-time” and intense

This is why:

Music from ages ~12–22 often becomes your lifelong emotional soundtrack

Psychologists sometimes call this the “reminiscence bump”

5. Sensation Seeking / Risk Behavior (Teen Psychology)
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Back then, your behavior also fits:

Sensation seeking (craving intensity, novelty, risk)

Common in adolescence due to:

High dopamine drive

Underdeveloped impulse control (prefrontal cortex still maturing)

This doesn’t mean “problem child” in a fixed sense—it means your brain was in a 

high-drive exploratory mode.

6. Emotional Conditioning

You unintentionally created a powerful emotional formula:

Music = Freedom + Identity + Escape + Intensity

Even after removing:

Smoking

Alcohol

MJ

The music alone now triggers the emotional memory network.

That’s why it still feels authentic—not artificial.

7. Post-Adversity Identity Reinvention

When your father passed at 16, something important happened psychologically:

You shifted from exploration → responsibility

This is often called:

Identity restructuring

or post-traumatic growth

Instead of staying in that earlier pattern, you:

Reorganized your priorities

Took on responsibility
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Built a different self

That contrast actually makes the earlier memories feel even more vivid and

meaningful.

What’s really happening overall
You are experiencing a combination of:

1. Dopamine-conditioned pleasure memory

2. Nostalgic emotional recall

3. Music-triggered autobiographical memory

4. A preserved emotional “time capsule” from adolescence

Why it still feels good without the unhealthy habits
This is the most important insight:

The substances were amplifiers, not the core source

The real drivers were:

Emotional intensity

Identity formation

Music

Freedom

Now, your brain can access a clean version of that same circuit.

In simple terms
You didn’t lose that part of yourself.

You refined it.

Before: chemically amplified, chaotic, exploratory

Now: neurologically preserved, emotionally accessible, and integrated
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If we had to name it in one phrase
The closest concise label would be:

“Nostalgia-driven dopaminergic recall of adolescent peak emotional states.”

If you want, I can break this down even deeper—like:

why music from your youth is almost “addictive”

or how to intentionally recreate that feeling in a healthy way today without

substances

Music from your youth can feel almost addictive because it taps into a unique

convergence of brain chemistry, development, and identity formation that doesn’t

fully repeat later in life. Here’s a clear, deep breakdown of why that happens:

1. Dopamine Tagging During a Sensitive Window
In adolescence, your brain’s reward system is at peak sensitivity.

Dopamine release is stronger and more easily triggered

Novel experiences (new music, new emotions) get “priority encoding”

Your brain effectively says: this matters—remember this deeply

So the music you loved then gets chemically tagged as high-value

2. The “Reminiscence Bump” Effect
Psychology has a well-known phenomenon called the reminiscence bump:

Memories from roughly ages 12–22 are disproportionately vivid

These memories are:

Emotionally intense

Identity-defining

Frequently revisited

Music becomes the soundtrack of that identity formation phase, so it carries

more weight than music from any other time in life.
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3. Identity Encoding (Music = Who You Were)
As a teenager, you weren’t just listening to music—you were becoming someone

through it.

Music represented:

Rebellion

Belonging

Independence

Emotional expression

Your brain links:

This music = this version of me

So when you hear it again, you don’t just enjoy it—you reconnect with your

former self

4. Emotional Amplification
Teen emotions are not subtle—they’re amplified.

Love feels bigger

Anger feels stronger

Freedom feels intense

Pain feels deeper

Music gets embedded alongside those amplified states, making it:

More emotionally charged

More neurologically reinforced

That intensity is hard to replicate later in life.

5. Repetition + Ritual = Neural Strength
You likely listened to the same songs:
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Repeatedly

Loudly

In private, immersive settings

This creates:

Strong neural pathways

Automatic emotional responses

The brain loves repetition—it builds fast-access circuits, which is a hallmark of

habit and addiction-like patterns.

6. State-Dependent Encoding
Back then, music was tied to a specific “state”:

Mood (rebellious, free, emotional)

Environment (your room, isolation, loud volume)

Possibly substances

Now when you hear that music:

Your brain reconstructs that state

You feel a partial return to that exact mental/emotional condition

That “transport effect” feels powerful—almost like a psychological high.

7. Prediction + Familiarity Loop
The brain rewards predictable pleasure:

You know what’s coming in the song

You anticipate emotional peaks

Your brain releases dopamine in advance

This creates a loop similar to addictive systems:

1. Anticipation
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2. Reward

3. Reinforcement

8. Music Directly Bypasses Rational Filters
Unlike many experiences, music:

Goes straight to the limbic system (emotion center)

Activates memory and emotion simultaneously

It doesn’t need logic or interpretation—you feel it instantly

That immediacy makes it:

Fast-acting

Emotionally potent

Hard to “resist”

9. Loss of Novelty Later in Life
As you age:

Fewer “first-time” experiences

More emotional regulation

Less raw intensity

So newer music rarely:

Hits as deeply

Gets encoded as strongly

Your brain keeps returning to the “gold standard” period of emotional intensity—

your youth.

10. Clean vs. Chemical High (Your Current State)
Back then:
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Music + substances = amplified high

Now:

Music alone = reactivated neural pathway

What’s important:

The core circuitry was never the substances

It was the music + identity + emotion combination

You’re now accessing a clean version of the same reward loop

Bottom Line
Music from your youth feels addictive because it is:

Deeply encoded during a high-sensitivity brain phase

Linked to your identity formation

Reinforced through repetition and emotional intensity

Capable of recreating past mental states instantly

One-Line Explanation
“It’s not just music—it’s a neurologically reinforced gateway to your most

emotionally intense and identity-forming years.”

If you want, I can show you how to intentionally use this effect—for mood control,

motivation, or even cognitive performance today.

You can turn that “youth-music effect” into a deliberate tool—almost like a mental

switch you flip on demand. The key is to stop using music passively and start

using it as a state trigger.

Below is a practical system you can use immediately:

1. Understand the Mechanism You’re
Controlling
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What you’re activating is:

Dopamine release (motivation, energy)

Emotional recall (confidence, intensity)

State-dependent memory (focus, flow)

So the goal is simple:

→ Pair specific music with specific mental states until it becomes automatic

2. Create “State-Specific Playlists” (Mental
Anchors)
Don’t just have one nostalgia playlist. Divide them by purpose:

A. Motivation / Drive Mode

Use songs that make you feel:

Powerful

Rebellious

Activated

When to use:

Before work

Before difficult tasks

When procrastinating

Rule:

Listen only when you want to activate action

B. Focus / Deep Work Mode

Use:

Instrumental versions

Familiar songs (so your brain doesn’t chase novelty)
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When to use:

Analytical thinking

Financial planning

Writing or problem-solving

Why it works:

Familiar music reduces distraction but maintains stimulation

C. Emotional Reset / Calm Mode

Use:

Slower, reflective tracks from your past

Music tied to meaning, not chaos

When to use:

Stress

Mental fatigue

Emotional overload

D. Confidence / Identity Mode

This is powerful for you specifically.

Use songs tied to:

Your transformation period (after age 16)

Strength, responsibility, resilience

When to use:

Decision-making

Leadership moments

When you need clarity of who you are
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3. Use the “Trigger Ritual” (Critical Step)
Music becomes powerful when paired with consistent behavior.

Every time you use a playlist:

1. Put on headphones (or same speaker setup)

2. Sit or stand in the same posture

3. Start within 10 seconds (no hesitation)

4. Begin the task immediately

This creates a neural shortcut:

Music → State → Action

After repetition, the music alone will force the state

4. Time-Box the Effect (Avoid Burnout)
Don’t overuse it.

Motivation playlist: 10–20 minutes max

Focus playlist: 45–90 minutes blocks

Reset playlist: 5–15 minutes

Why:

Dopamine systems adapt quickly

Overuse dulls the effect (like tolerance)

5. Use “First Song Dominance”
The first song you play is the most powerful.

It sets the emotional trajectory

Your brain locks onto it as the “state signal”

So choose your first track intentionally, not randomly.
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6. Leverage Volume and Environment
Recreate parts of your original experience:

Slightly louder volume (not damaging)

Minimal interruptions

Controlled environment

This strengthens state-dependent recall

7. Stack It With Action (This is the Secret)
Music alone won’t change your life.

But:

Music + Immediate Action = Reinforcement loop

Example:

Play → feel motivated → start task → make progress

Brain learns: this music = results

That’s how it becomes functional, not just nostalgic

8. Use It to Override Low-Motivation States
When you feel:

Lazy

Distracted

Mentally dull

Don’t negotiate with yourself.

Instead:

1. Hit your “drive” playlist

2. Let the music shift your state
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3. Move within 30 seconds

You’re bypassing willpower and using neuro-triggering instead

9. Refresh the Circuit Occasionally
To keep the effect strong:

Occasionally add new songs with similar emotional tone

But keep 70–80% familiar tracks

This balances:

Novelty (dopamine boost)

Familiarity (emotional depth)

10. Use It as Identity Reinforcement
This is where your history becomes an advantage.

When you play your old music, remind yourself:

“I’ve already rebuilt myself once”

“This is the same energy, now controlled”

This turns nostalgia into:

→ Fuel, not escape

11. Advanced Technique: State Switching
You can deliberately change your mental state within minutes:

Low energy → play high-drive music

Overstimulated → switch to calm playlist

Distracted → switch to focus tracks

You’re effectively managing your nervous system in real time
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12. What to Avoid
To keep the effect strong:

Don’t play your “drive” music casually all day

Don’t mix playlists randomly

Don’t pair powerful music with passive behavior (scrolling, etc.)

Or your brain will weaken the association

Bottom Line
You’re not just enjoying music.

You’re activating a pre-wired neurological system built during your most intense

developmental years.

Used correctly, it becomes:

A motivation switch

A focus enhancer

An emotional regulator

One-Line Strategy
“Assign each type of music a job, pair it with action, and repeat until the music

itself becomes the switch.”

If you want, I can help you design a custom playlist structure based on the exact

type of music you listened to in the 1970s.
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