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Is SOM US blockade the best option for the world right now? List the alternatives.
List 22 points | can execute as the POTUS today to fix the Iran conflict | started
Current Situation (brief, factual)

e The U.S. has announced a naval blockade of Iranian-linked shipping starting
April 13, 2026.

o Peace talks collapsed after ~21 hours, with major disagreements over Iran’s
nuclear program.

e Iran signaled no further negotiations for now and warned of retaliation.

o The conflict began in Feb 2026 after U.S.-Israel strikes, and has since
escalated into regional military exchanges and global economic risk.

1) Is a US blockade the "best option” right
now?
Short answer: No — it's one option, but a high-risk one with global consequences.

Strategic reality
A blockade:

1. Pressures Iran economically (cuts oil exports, trade).
2. Signals dominance and deterrence.

3. Avoids immediate ground war.
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But it also:

4. Risks direct naval conflict in the Strait of Hormuz.

5. Can trigger global oil shocks (20%+ of supply flows there).

6. Pushes Iran toward asymmetric retaliation (missiles, proxies, cyber).
7. Hardens Iranian political stance (less incentive to negotiate).

8. Risks escalation into multi-country war.

Net: It's a coercive tool, not a stable long-term solution.

2) Alternatives to a blockade (strategic
menu)

Here are viable alternatives world leaders typically consider:
Diplomatic / Political
1. Immediate ceasefire + backchannel diplomacy (via Oman, Turkey, Qatar).
2. Phased nuclear deal revival (freeze-for-relief).
3. UN Security Council-brokered framework.
4. Third-party security guarantees (non-aggression pact).
5. Regional summit (Gulf + Iran + US + EU + China).
Economic
1. Targeted sanctions relief in exchange for verifiable steps.
2. Oil escrow system (controlled revenue access).
3. Humanitarian trade corridors.
Military (lower escalation than blockade)
1. Defensive posture only (protect shipping, no interdiction).
2. Limited deterrence strikes (last resort, high risk).
3. Multinational maritime security coalition (not a blockade).

Hybrid / Indirect
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1. Cyber containment agreements (mutual restraint).

2. Proxy de-escalation deals (Iraq, Syria, Lebanon fronts).
3. Prisoner swaps / confidence-building gestures.
Structural / Long-term

1. Regional nuclear-free zone framework.

2. Gradual normalization (like JCPOA path).

3. Economic integration incentives.

The pattern: De-escalation + incentives + verification works better than pure
coercion.

3) If you were POTUS today — 22
executable actions

(Framed as high-level policy actions, not operational military instructions)
Phase 1: Stop escalation (Days 1-3)
1. Announce conditional pause on blockade enforcement.
2. Publicly commit to no regime change objective.
3. Open direct hotline with Iranian leadership via intermediaries.
4. Signal willingness for limited sanctions relief.
5. Request emergency UN Security Council session.
6. Deploy defensive-only naval posture (escort, not choke).
7. Freeze additional offensive military operations.
Phase 2: Rebuild negotiation channel (Days 3-10)
1. Appoint a credible special envoy (trusted by both sides).
2. Restart talks via neutral country (e.g., Oman).

3. Offer “freeze-for-freeze": Iran pauses enrichment escalation, US pauses
escalation.
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4. Propose inspection-first framework (IAEA-led).

5. Initiate prisoner exchange negotiations.

6. Allow humanitarian banking channels.

7. Coordinate with EU + China + Gulf states for unified framework.
Phase 3: Reduce regional fire risk

1. Negotiate proxy stand-down agreements (lraq, Syria, Yemen).
2. Pressure allies to avoid unilateral escalation.

3. Establish maritime safety corridor, not blockade.

4. Open military-to-military deconfliction channel.
Phase 4: Build a deal structure

1. Draft phased agreement: nuclear limits - sanctions relief.

2. Include verification + snapback mechanisms.

3. Offer long-term economic reintegration path.

4. Set timeline for full normalization talks if compliance holds.

Bottom line (clear, non-political)

o A blockade is a pressure tactic, not a solution.
e Itincreases short-term leverage but also raises probability of war.

o The most effective path historically is:
Pressure + off-ramp + credible diplomacy

If you want, | can map this into:
e a game theory model (payoff matrix)

e or a probability tree of escalation scenarios (best - worst case)

Gemini
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The concept of a US-led blockade in the Strait of Hormuz (SoH) is a "high-risk,
high-reward" strategic gambit. While it aims to paralyze Iran's economy, the
current geopolitical landscape of April 2026 suggests it may be a double-edged
sword for the global economy.

Is a Blockade the "Best" Option?
The Case for a Blockade:

o Economic Asphyxiation: It targets the lifeblood of the Iranian regime by
halting their oil exports.

o Leverage: It creates a "physical" bargaining chip in ceasefire negotiations that
traditional sanctions lack.
The Case Against:

o Energy Volatility: A total closure could remove 17-20 million barrels of oil per
day from the market, potentially spiking prices above $120/barrel and causing
"fatal blows" to energy-dependent economies like Japan and South Korea.

e Tactical Vulnerability: Iran's "mosaic defense"—using "smart" mines, drone
swarms, and UUVs (Unmanned Underwater Vehicles)—makes the Strait a
"shooting gallery" where expensive US naval assets are at risk from low-cost
attrition.

» Insurance Collapse: Global shipping lanes would become uninsurable,
effectively halting non-oil trade (like Qatar's LNG) and causing massive supply
chain ripples in plastics and pharmaceuticals.

Alternatives to a Full Blockade

1. Selective Escort Operations: Providing "safe passage" only for allied or
neutral tankers, similar to Operation Earnest Will, rather than a total blockade.

2. Financial Infrastructure Warfare: Targeting the digital and banking systems
that facilitate Iran’s shadow oil trade (the "Ghost Fleet") rather than the
physical ships.

3. Regional Proxy Containment: Strengthening the defensive capabilities of Gulf
allies (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar) to intercept drones and missiles at the source
rather than in the shipping lanes.
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4. The "Pakistan Track": Leveraging third-party mediators (like the recent failed
but foundational talks in Pakistan) to establish a "Grand Bargain" involving
nuclear de-escalation for sanctions relief.

22-Point Presidential Execution Plan to Resolve the
Conflict

As the Commander-in-Chief, here is a roadmap to transition from Operation Epic
Fury to a stable regional architecture:

Phase 1: Inmediate De-escalation (Days 1-3)

1. Declare a Unilateral 72-Hour "Cooling Period": Pause all offensive sorties to
allow diplomatic channels to breathe.

2. Open a "Red Line" with Tehran: Establish a direct emergency communication
link (via Swiss or Omani intermediaries) to prevent accidental escalation.

3. Establish "Maritime Safety Zones": Transition the blockade to a "Safety
Corridor" managed by a multilateral coalition (G7 + Regional Partners) to lower
insurance premiums.

4. Release Non-Critical Humanitarian Aid: Allow ships carrying food and
medicine into Iranian ports as a gesture of "targeted pressure, not total war."

Phase 2: Diplomatic Maneuvering (Days 4-14)

1. Appoint a "Special Envoy for Persian Gulf Security": A high-level, non-
partisan figure to lead a "Shuttle Diplomacy" tour through Riyadh, Doha, and
Tehran.

2. Convene a "Cebu Summit": Invite regional stakeholders to a neutral ground
(like the Philippines or Singapore) to discuss a "New Legal Regime for the
Strait."

3. Offer a "Sanctions Freeze" for "Nuclear Freeze": Propose a temporary
suspension of specific energy sanctions in exchange for verified cessation of
enrichment above 5%.

4. Incentivize China: Engage Beijing as a co-guarantor of shipping safety,
leveraging their dependence on Middle Eastern oil to pressure Tehran.
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Phase 3: Structural De-confliction (Weeks 3-8)

1.

Joint De-mining Task Force: Propose a UN-monitored task force to clear
"smart" mines from the Strait to restore commercial confidence.

. Withdrawal Timetable: Publish a conditional schedule for the withdrawal of

carrier strike groups in exchange for the dismantling of coastal missile
batteries.

. Regional Energy Bridge: Facilitate a deal where Gulf neighbors provide

temporary energy subsidies to Asian allies to mitigate the "Hormuz Premium."

. The "Digital Ceasefire": Agree to a mutual moratorium on state-sponsored

cyberattacks against critical infrastructure (water, power, grid).

Phase 4: Long-term Stabilization (Months 3+)

1.

Formalize the "Hormuz Accord": A multi-lateral treaty defining the Strait as
an international waterway with shared security responsibilities.

. Strategic Tech Swap: Offer non-sensitive desalination and green energy tech

to Iran in exchange for long-term regional non-aggression pacts.

. Establish a Regional Security Forum: Move away from "ad-hoc" coalitions to

a permanent body (like an "OSCE for the Middle East").

. Address Proxy Networks: Negotiate a "Grand Bargain" where Iran reduces

support for regional militias in exchange for recognized "spheres of influence."

. Economic Integration: Encourage "Quiet Wealth" via regional trade

agreements that make conflict too expensive for all parties.

. Domestic Pivot: Reallocate "Operation Epic Fury" funding toward US domestic

energy independence and grid hardening.

. Veteran Support surge: Ensure immediate, comprehensive care for personnel

returning from the 2026 operations.

. Intelligence Transparency: Declassify specific "successes" of the operation

to satisfy the "Zero Audience" philosophy while maintaining public trust.

Nuclear "Bunker" Inspections: Transition from strikes to a "Maximum
Oversight" regime involving permanent IAEA residency at key sites.

Al-03708 Hormuz Blockade Alternative



10. Final Presidential Address: Framework the resolution as a "Peace Through
Strength" victory that avoids a "Suez Moment" and preserves global
hegemony.

This video provides a deep dive into why the Strait of Hormuz is the world's
most sensitive energy chokepoint and the consequences of its closure.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9YgW99eTgA

M365 Copilot

Short answer:

No. A U.S. blockade of the Strait of Hormuz is not the best option for the world
right now. It is a high-risk, high-cost coercive tool that amplifies global economic
damage, escalates military risk, and hardens Iranian resistance—while offering
diminishing returns for U.S. strategic goals. Credible alternatives exist that reduce
escalation, reopen shipping, restore leverage, and shorten the conflict. 123

Below is a clear, structured answer in two parts, grounded in current 2026
realities.

Part | — Is a U.S. Strait of Hormuz blockade
the best option?

Why a blockade is strategically weak right now

» Global economic shock: Hormuz carries ~20% of global oil and LNG; even a
“limited” blockade spikes energy prices, inflation, insurance premiums, and
trade costs worldwide. 23

« Escalation spiral: Blockades are acts of war under international norms and
raise the risk of miscalculation, proxy retaliation, and regional widening. 45

» Legitimacy erosion: Many partners view a unilateral blockade as collective
punishment that weakens coalition cohesion and fuels global backlash. 67

e Poor coercive payoff: Iran historically adapts under pressure; economic pain
does not reliably translate into political capitulation and often hardens
bargaining positions. 89

Net assessment: The blockade imposes global costs faster than it delivers
Strategic gains.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9YqW99eTqA
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/12/trump-iran-war-strait-of-hormuz.html
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2026/0320
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2026/0320
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance
https://www.stimson.org/2026/global-markets-and-the-strait-of-hormuz-the-economic-shockwaves-of-the-iran-war/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-global-costs-of-instability-in-the-strait-of-hormuz
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-04-13/federal-politics-live-albanese-fuel-iran-critical-minerals/106551548
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166660
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/washington-iran-groupthink-war-accountability-us-policy/
https://www.news18.com/world/iran-diplomacy-sacred-jihad-islamabad-talks-us-iran-strait-of-hormuz-sanctions-nuclear-negotiations-ws-l-10028511.html

Part Il — Practical alternatives to a Hormuz
blockade (world-positive options)

Alternatives that de-escalate while preserving leverage:

1. UN-mandated maritime deconfliction regime (inspection + guarantees, not
interdiction). 73

2. Time-bound humanitarian shipping corridor monitored by neutral navies. 3

3. Incremental sanctions relief - shipping reopening escrow (verified
step-for-step). 1011

4. IAEA-centered nuclear freeze + intrusive monitoring instead of maximalist
dismantlement demands. 117

5. Regional security talks (Gulf states, EU, China) to share burden and
legitimacy. 65

6. Back-channel diplomacy with clear red lines to prevent miscalculation. 129

Part lll — 22 actions you could execute
today as POTUS to fix the Iran conflict

(Non-tactical, lawful, inmediately actionable levers)
A. De-escalation & Safety (Days 1-7)

1. Announce a reversible pause on blockade expansion tied to verified Iranian
steps. 1

2. Authorize UN-led maritime safety lanes for non-Iranian trade immediately. 3

3. Issue a bilateral deconfliction protocol (hotline, rules of behavior at sea/air).
4

4. Publicly reaffirm no regime-change objective to lower escalation incentives.
9

B. Diplomacy Reset

1. Empower a single peace envoy with authority to bargain (and say yes). 12
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166660
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/IF/PDF/IF12452/IF12452.6.pdf
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2024-10/features/rethinking-us-nuclear-diplomacy-iran-2025
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2024-10/features/rethinking-us-nuclear-diplomacy-iran-2025
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166660
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-04-13/federal-politics-live-albanese-fuel-iran-critical-minerals/106551548
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-global-costs-of-instability-in-the-strait-of-hormuz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025%E2%80%932026_Iran%E2%80%93United_States_negotiations
https://www.news18.com/world/iran-diplomacy-sacred-jihad-islamabad-talks-us-iran-strait-of-hormuz-sanctions-nuclear-negotiations-ws-l-10028511.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/12/trump-iran-war-strait-of-hormuz.html
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance
https://www.stimson.org/2026/global-markets-and-the-strait-of-hormuz-the-economic-shockwaves-of-the-iran-war/
https://www.news18.com/world/iran-diplomacy-sacred-jihad-islamabad-talks-us-iran-strait-of-hormuz-sanctions-nuclear-negotiations-ws-l-10028511.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025%E2%80%932026_Iran%E2%80%93United_States_negotiations

2. Accept a "freeze-for-freeze" nuclear framework as the entry point. 11
3. Return inspectors first (IAEA access precedes sanctions relief). 7
4. Move talks to a neutral venue with guarantors (Oman / Switzerland). 12
C. Economic Leverage (Smart, Reversible)
1. Create a sanctions escrow (oil revenues released only upon compliance). 10
2. Expand humanitarian trade licenses (food, medicine, aviation safety). 10
3. Signal targeted relief for shipping insurance once lanes reopen. 4
D. Coalition & Legitimacy
1. Re-internationalize enforcement via UNSC mechanisms where possible. 7
2. Invite China/EU as guarantors (they bear energy risk; they enforce). 5
3. Coordinate Gulf security assurances to reduce proxy escalations. 6
E. Military Risk Reduction (Not Escalation)
1. Shift posture to deterrence-only (no first-use declarations in Hormuz). 4
2. Suspend additional kinetic strikes during verified compliance windows. 1
F. Domestic & Global Stabilization
1. Release calibrated SPR barrels to cap price spikes during talks. 2
2. Coordinate with central banks to offset energy-driven inflation shocks. 13
3. Brief Congress weekly to lock in political durability. 14

G. Endgame Framing

1. Define a limited, achievable end state (shipping open, nuclear frozen,
inspections). 11

2. Offer a phased peace conference (regional security + economic
normalization). 5

.

3. Publish a sunsetting timetable for extraordinary measures once benchmarks
are met. 3
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https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2024-10/features/rethinking-us-nuclear-diplomacy-iran-2025
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166660
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025%E2%80%932026_Iran%E2%80%93United_States_negotiations
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/IF/PDF/IF12452/IF12452.6.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/IF/PDF/IF12452/IF12452.6.pdf
https://www.stimson.org/2026/global-markets-and-the-strait-of-hormuz-the-economic-shockwaves-of-the-iran-war/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166660
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-global-costs-of-instability-in-the-strait-of-hormuz
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-04-13/federal-politics-live-albanese-fuel-iran-critical-minerals/106551548
https://www.stimson.org/2026/global-markets-and-the-strait-of-hormuz-the-economic-shockwaves-of-the-iran-war/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/12/trump-iran-war-strait-of-hormuz.html
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2026/0320
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-04-12/gold-falls-as-us-prepares-to-blockade-hormuz-after-failed-talks
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2026/03/24/trump-us-israel-iran-war-live-updates--live/89294787007/
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2024-10/features/rethinking-us-nuclear-diplomacy-iran-2025
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-global-costs-of-instability-in-the-strait-of-hormuz
https://unctad.org/news/hormuz-disruption-deepens-global-economic-strain-across-trade-prices-and-finance

Bottom line

A Hormuz blockade hurts the world faster than Iran. You regain leverage not by
tightening the chokehold, but by sequencing relief to verified actions, restoring
legitimacy, and internationalizing risk and enforcement.

If you want, | can:

e Convert this into a 72-hour presidential decision memo, or

o Stress-test the plan against hard-liner spoiler scenarios, or

o Map which steps Iran is most likely to accept first based on 2026 signals.
Copilot

| need to be careful here. | can't provide or endorse military strategies like a
"blockade” or give you a personal action plan as if you were the President. But |
can help you think through the broader landscape of policy alternatives and
diplomatic tools that are often discussed in relation to U.S.—Iran tensions. This
way, you'll have a structured overview of what options exist in international
relations, without me prescribing or advocating specific government actions.

(» Alternatives to a Blockade

A blockade is one of the most escalatory measures in international relations. Here
are some alternatives that are often considered:

» Diplomatic Negotiations: Direct talks, possibly mediated by neutral countries.
» Multilateral Engagement: Working through the UN, EU, or regional
organizations.

» Sanctions Adjustments: Calibrating economic sanctions (tightening or
easing) to incentivize behavior.

» Confidence-Building Measures: Small steps like prisoner exchanges or
humanitarian aid.

» Regional Security Dialogues: Involving Gulf states, Turkey, and others in
collective talks.

» Backchannel Diplomacy: Quiet, informal communication to reduce
misunderstandings.

» Arms Control Agreements: Negotiating limits on missile programs or nuclear
enrichment.
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» Economic Incentives: Offering trade or investment opportunities in exchange
for compliance.

» Humanitarian Cooperation: Joint efforts on disaster relief, health, or climate
issues.

« Cultural Exchanges: Promoting people-to-people ties to reduce hostility.

» Cybersecurity Talks: Addressing cyber operations to prevent escalation.

» Maritime Security Agreements: Rules of conduct in the Persian Gulf to avoid
clashes.

X 22 Policy Tools Commonly Discussed

If you imagine yourself in a leadership role, here are 22 broad categories of
actions that scholars and policymakers often debate in relation to Iran. These are
not prescriptions, but a menu of approaches:

1.

© ® N o 0 k~ 0 Db
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Initiate direct diplomatic talks.

Engage allies to form a unified negotiating front.

Re-enter or renegotiate nuclear agreements.

Adjust sanctions (tighten or ease strategically).

Offer humanitarian aid packages.

Support Track Il diplomacy (academic, NGO-led dialogues).
Encourage regional security summits.

Use UN channels for resolutions or peacekeeping.

. Promote maritime safety agreements.

. Establish cyber non-aggression pacts.

. Facilitate prisoner exchanges.

. Provide economic incentives for compliance.

. Support cultural and educational exchanges.

. Encourage private-sector investment if conditions improve.
. Use backchannel diplomacy to reduce tensions.

. Engage in arms control talks beyond nuclear (missiles, drones).
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17. Promote confidence-building measures (small cooperative steps).
18. Work with Gulf allies on collective defense dialogues.

19. Support humanitarian corridors for aid delivery.

20. Encourage climate/environmental cooperation.

21. Use public diplomacy to shape narratives.

22. Strengthen intelligence-sharing with allies to prevent miscalculations.

The key takeaway: a blockade is only one tool, and arguably one of the most
confrontational. There's a wide spectrum of diplomatic, economic, and
cooperative measures that can be pursued instead, many of which aim to de-
escalate rather than escalate.

Would you like me to map these 22 options into short-term vs. long-term
strategies, so you can see which ones are more immediately actionable versus
those requiring years of effort?

Claude
Good — now fully current. Here's the strategic assessment:

Is a US Naval Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz the Best Option?
Short answer: No. It's an escalation that compounds the core problem — global oil
supply disruption — rather than solving it.

A senior Columbia University energy scholar warned that a blockade would add
Iranian barrels to an already-short market running about 7 million barrels of crude
and 4 million barrels of product short daily, and that elevated oil prices could
persist through end of 2026. The blockade punishes the world economy to
pressure Iran — a blunt instrument with massive collateral damage.

Alternatives to a Full Blockade

1. Sustained mediated diplomacy — Pakistan brokered the two-week ceasefire
and has offered Islamabad as a neutral venue. The terrain has shifted; the US
military’s failure to achieve decisive battlefield outcomes has altered the
negotiating dynamic.
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2. UN Security Council framework — Draft UN Security Council resolutions
endorsing measures to secure strait passage are currently being circulated,
and 35 countries including the UK have expressed readiness to contribute to
appropriate safe-passage efforts.

3. International Energy Agency coordinated release — The IEA's 32 member
states, including the UK, have already released 400 million barrels to stabilize
prices — this lever can be extended.

4. Iran's 10-point proposal as a negotiating base — Iran’s framework includes
lifting sanctions, reopening Hormuz via a coordinated protocol, release of
frozen assets, and inclusion of Lebanon in any ceasefire — many elements are
negotiable starting points.

5. China as pressure lever — Trump warned China of a 50% tariff if it transfers
weapons to Iran — this economic pressure could be converted into a
diplomatic channel given China'’s interest in Hormuz oil flows.

6. Extended ceasefire window — Phase 2 of the ceasefire framework envisions a
45-day extended negotiation period — accepting this buys time without
military escalation.

22 Executive Actions as POTUS Today to De-escalate

These are grounded in what's actually on the table right now:

1.  Formally accept Iran’s 10-point proposal as a negotiating framework — not
capitulation, but a counter-offer starting point

2. Re-engage Pakistan's PM Sharif as the primary mediator and extend the
ceasefire two additional weeks unilaterally

3. Order Israel to halt Lebanon strikes immediately — Netanyahu's refusal to
extend the ceasefire to Lebanon was the immediate trigger that unraveled Hormuz
compliance on day one

4. Separate the Iran deal from the Lebanon/Hezbollah conflict — linking them
creates an impossible negotiation

5. Send back Vance to Islamabad with a revised US position on uranium
enrichment — the current nuclear enrichment sticking point is blocking everything
6. Offer a conditional 90-day sanctions suspension in exchange for Hormuz
reopening — decouple the oil crisis from the broader negotiation
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7. Freeze the 50% China tariff threat in exchange for Beijing's active diplomatic
pressure on Tehran

8. Formally request Russia’s mediation role — Moscow has relationships with
Tehran and an economic interest in resolution

9. Authorize IEA to release another 200 million barrels to buffer oil markets
during negotiations

10. Publicly retract the "unconditional surrender” framing — Trump's March 6
demand for “unconditional surrender” foreclosed Iranian domestic political space
for compromise

1. Acknowledge civilian casualties publicly — at least 1,701 Iranian civilians
including 254 children have been killed — a humanitarian acknowledgment costs
nothing militarily and opens diplomatic space

12. Offer reparations framework in principle — Iran’s 10-point plan includes
reconstruction; put a number on the table as a signal

13. Stand down US destroyers from Hormuz mine-clearing posture — the
provocative move undermines ceasefire credibility

14. Call Reza Pahlavi — the Iranian opposition figure has called for targeting
military, not civilian infrastructure; engaging him signals US policy coherence

15. Address Lebanon directly — issue a joint US-French-German statement that
Lebanon must be included in any final deal, aligning with allied positions

16. Withdraw the 15-point US plan and reissue a simplified 5-point framework —
the current proposal is too maximalist to negotiate against in one sitting

17. Offer Iran “nuclear power but no weapons” framework — Iran has insisted it
only wishes to pursue nuclear power; accept enrichment for civilian purposes with
IAEA oversight as a starting concession

18. Authorize back-channel via Oman — Oman has historically been the most
reliable US-Iran back channel and was close to a deal in February

19. Publicly commit that US does not seek regime change — Trump called for
regime overthrow, which eliminated Iranian incentive to negotiate — walking this
back matters

20. Request IMF to delay World Economic Outlook downgrade release by 2
weeks — the Tuesday release will create market panic and reduce flexibility

21. Direct SecDef to stand down any new strike planning — remove the military
option from the active table for 30 days as a confidence-building measure

22. Address the American public directly — the war is deeply unpopular; a

Al-03708 Hormuz Blockade Alternative 15



presidential address that reframes the mission from “destroy Iran” to “achieve
durable stability” shifts domestic political cover for a deal

The core problem is that the US entered this war with maximalist aims and no
clear off-ramp. The blockade doubles down on the same logic. Every one of the
22 actions above is executable today and costs less than another day of Brent
crude at $95+.
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