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What is an "osmotic effect"? Explain the physiological concepts? I've read
about too many carbs per hour can trigger an OE. List 22 ways to avoid OE in
endurance cycling and 22 ways to trigger OE for constipation.

What is the "osmotic effect"?

The osmotic effect comes from the principle of osmosis — water naturally moves
across a semi-permeable membrane (like your intestinal wall) from areas of lower
solute concentration to higher solute concentration.

In simple terms:

Water follows concentration.

Physiological concept (why it matters in your gut)

Inside your digestive system:

» When you ingest fluids with the right concentration (isotonic), water is
absorbed smoothly into the bloodstream.

e When you ingest too many carbohydrates (high solute concentration /
hypertonic):

o The intestine becomes more concentrated than your blood
o Water is pulled into the gut lumen
o This leads to:

= Bloating

= Cramping
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= Diarrhea
= “Sloshing gut” in endurance sports

This is often called exercise-induced Gl distress, and it's closely tied to osmotic
imbalance.

Why “too many carbs per hour” can trigger it
During endurance cycling:

e The gut can only absorb ~60-90g carbs/hour (depending on glucose +
fructose transporters)

o Exceeding this creates unabsorbed carbohydrates
e These sit in the intestine — increase osmotic load - pull water in

o Combined with reduced blood flow to the gut during exercise = perfect storm

oy 22 Ways to AVOID Osmotic Effect
(Endurance Cycling)

Keep carbs within 60-90g/hour (train your gut gradually)

Use multiple transportable carbs (glucose + fructose mix)
Choose isotonic drinks (6-8% carb concentration)

Dilute overly sweet sports drinks

Avoid “gel stacking” without water

Drink water alongside gels (rule: 200-250 ml per gel)

Practice nutrition in training, not race day

. Avoid high fiber before/during rides
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. Avoid high fat intake mid-ride
10. Limit hypertonic drinks (very sugary mixes)

11. Sip consistently instead of large boluses
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Keep hydration steady (don't fall behind)

Use electrolytes to aid absorption

Avoid unfamiliar products during events

Watch temperature—heat worsens gut stress

Reduce intensity if gut distress begins

Space carb intake every 10-15 minutes

Use lower osmolality fuel sources when sensitive

Train the gut (progressively increase carb intake tolerance)
Avoid combining too many carb sources at once

Pay attention to early signs (sloshing, bloating)

Recover gut function post-ride (rehydrate + simple foods)

22 Ways to TRIGGER Osmotic Effect (for

Constipation Relief)

Here, you intentionally pull water into the bowel to soften stool.

Dietary strategies
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Use osmotic laxatives like Polyethylene glycol
Magnesium citrate supplements

Increase intake of prunes (contain sorbitol)
Eat foods high in sorbitol (apples, pears)

Use lactose (if mildly intolerant) strategically
Increase fruit sugars (fructose in excess)
Drink warm fluids in the morning

Add honey to drinks (osmotic sugar load)

. Use fiber + water combo (creates osmotic + bulk effect)
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10. Consume chia seeds soaked in water

Hydration & timing
1. Drink large glass of water on empty stomach
2. Combine fluids + carbs (mild osmotic shift)
3. Stay consistently hydrated
4. Use coffee (stimulates motility + fluid shift)

5. Time intake before bowel routine

Behavioral & physiological

Don't suppress urge to defecate

Use a regular morning routine

Light movement after meals (stimulates gut)
Abdominal breathing (supports motility)
Reduce dehydrating factors (excess alcohol)

Avoid chronic low-carb dehydration states

N o g A W D PE

Use osmotic agents short-term, not habitually

Key Insight
e For performance: you want balanced osmosis (absorption)

» For constipation relief: you want controlled osmotic imbalance (water
retention in stool)

Same mechanism — opposite goals.

Simple Mental Model
e Too concentrated (cycling mistake) — water pulled INTO gut - diarrhea

» Controlled concentration (constipation fix) - water pulled INTO stool -
relief

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect



If you want, | can calculate your optimal carb intake per hour based on your
weight, intensity, and cycling duration so you stay right at the edge of maximum
absorption without triggering osmotic issues.

Gemini
The osmotic effect is a physical process driven by the movement of water across
a semi-permeable membrane (like your intestinal wall). In physiology, water

always follows the highest concentration of solutes (particles like sugar, salt, or
minerals) to create balance. This movement is called osmosis.

The Physiological Concept

When you consume a high concentration of particles—such as a dense slurry of
carbohydrates—and those particles remain in the gut without being absorbed
quickly, they create an osmotic load.

To balance this, your body pulls water out of your bloodstream and tissues and
flushes it into the intestinal tract.

* In Endurance Sports: This leads to "sloshing," bloating, and osmotic diarrhea
(the "runners' trots"), as the excess water distends the bowels.

« In Constipation: This same mechanism is used therapeutically to soften stool
and trigger a bowel movement.

22 Ways to Avoid Osmotic Effect in Endurance Cycling

The goal here is isotonicity: matching the concentration of your fuel to your
body's natural fluids to ensure rapid gastric emptying.

1. Lower the concentration: Aim for a 6-8% carbohydrate solution.

2. Use Multiple Transportable Carbohydrates: Mix glucose and fructose (2:1 or
1:0.8 ratio) to use different intestinal transporters.

3. Prioritize Maltodextrin: It has a lower osmolality than simple glucose, allowing
more calories with less osmotic pull.

4. Sip, don't gulp: Small, frequent hits of fuel prevent "bolus" spikes in the gut.

5. Hydrate with plain water: If using gels, always chase them with water to dilute
the concentration in the stomach.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Monitor Sodium Intake: Excessive salt without enough water increases
osmotic pressure.

. Avoid Hypertonic Gels: Check labels; some gels require extra water to be

processed.

. Train your gut: Gradually increase carb intake during training rides to improve

absorption rates.

. Avoid high-fiber pre-ride meals: Fiber slows absorption and adds to the bulk.

Limit Protein during intensity: Protein is harder to digest and can slow
gastric emptying.

Reduce Fat intake: Like protein, fat slows the transit of carbs, keeping them
in the gut longer.

Temperature control: Very cold drinks can sometimes slow gastric emptying
in sensitive athletes.

Avoid Sugar Alcohols: (Sorbitol, Xylitol) These are notorious for triggering
the osmotic effect.

Manage Intensity: Very high-intensity efforts divert blood away from the gut,
stopping absorption.

Use Hydrogel technology: Some modern fuels encapsulate carbs to bypass
the stomach's osmotic sensors.

Stay hydrated: Dehydration slows the movement of the "digestive pump."

Avoid NSAIDs (Ibuprofen): These can increase gut permeability and
sensitivity.

Check your "Carbs per Hour": Don't exceed your tested limit (usually 60—
90g/hr).

Use Real Food carefully: If using bananas or bars, chew thoroughly to aid
enzymatic breakdown.

Avoid highly concentrated fruit juices: These often have a high fructose-to-
glucose ratio.

Maintain posture: Aerobic "hunched" positions can physically compress the
Gl tract.
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22.

Cool the body: Heat stress exacerbates Gl issues and slows carb transport.

22 Ways to Trigger Osmotic Effect for Constipation

In this context, you wantto draw water into the colon to soften stool and stimulate
peristalsis.

1.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

Magnesium Citrate: A classic osmotic laxative that draws significant water
into the bowel.

. Polyethylene Glycol (Miralax): Holds water in the stool to make it softer.

. Epsom Salts (Magnesium Sulfate): A potent osmotic trigger (consult a doctor

for dosage).

Lactulose: A synthetic sugar that the body doesn't absorb, pulling water along
with it.

. Sorbitol: Found in "P" fruits (prunes, pears, peaches); it stays in the gut and

attracts water.

. Glycerin Suppositories: Draws water locally into the rectum to trigger a

movement.

. Prune Juice: High in both fiber and natural sorbitol.

. Increased Salt Intake (with caution): Saltwater flushes (under medical

supervision) pull water into the Gl tract.
Aloe Vera Juice: Contains compounds that can act as osmotic stimulants.

High-Fructose Loads: Large amounts of fruit sugar can overwhelm
absorption and trigger a flush.

Milk of Magnesia: Provides magnesium ions that create a strong osmotic
gradient.

Coconut Water (in large amounts): High potassium and natural sugars can
have a mild osmotic effect.

Sugar-Free Gum/Candies: Consuming those with Malitol or Xylitol.

High-Dose Vitamin C: Often used to reach "bowel tolerance" via osmotic
pressure.
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15. Pear Nectar: Particularly high in sorbitol compared to other juices.
16. Dried Figs: High sugar concentration and fiber content.
17. Molasses: High mineral content can create a mild osmotic pull.

18. Lactose (if slightly intolerant): Undigested milk sugar is a powerful osmotic
agent.

19. Flaxseeds (soaked): The mucilage holds water in the gut.

20. Tap Water Enema: Introduces fluid directly to create volume and osmotic
pressure.

21. Sodium Phosphate: Used in clinical "Fleet" enemas to draw water into the
colon.

22. Apple Juice: Specifically when unfiltered, the fructose/pectin combo can
soften stool.

Note: While the osmotic effect is a tool for constipation, over-relying on it can lead
to dehydration or electrolyte imbalances. Always ensure you are drinking enough
water to account for the fluid being pulled into your gut.

M365 Copilot

Below is a clear, physiology-based explanation of the osmotic effect (OE),
followed by two practical lists—one for avoiding unwanted OE during endurance
cycling, and one for deliberately using OE to relieve constipation.

I'll keep this non-graphic, non-dosage-specific, and safety-oriented, since Gl
physiology can go sideways quickly if overdone.

What Is the “Osmotic Effect”?

The core idea

The osmotic effect occurs when osmotically active substances (such as sugars,
sugar alcohols, or salts) remain in the intestine and pull water into the gut lumen
by osmosis.

Water follows solute.
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If the gut contents have higher osmolarity than blood or intestinal cells, water
moves into the intestine to dilute it.

Physiological Concepts Behind the Osmotic Effect

1. Osmosis (basic physics)
o Water moves across semi-permeable membranes

o Direction: from low solute concentration - high solute concentration

2. Intestinal absorption limits

o The small intestine absorbs carbohydrates via specific transporters:
o SGLT1 (glucose + sodium)
o GLUTS (fructose)

o Each transporter has a maximum rate

e Excess carbs remain unabsorbed

3. Unabsorbed solutes = water influx

When carbs are not absorbed:

e Luminal osmolarity rises

o Water enters the gut

» Stool volume increases

o Transit speed increases
This causes:

o Bloating

e Sloshing

+ Urgency

o Diarrhea (in cyclists: "Gl distress")

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect



4. Fermentation amplifies the effect

In the colon:
o Bacteria ferment unabsorbed carbs
e Produce gas + organic acids
o These are also osmotically active

- More water retention + cramping

5. Why endurance athletes notice it
During long rides:

» Blood is diverted away from the gut

o Absorption is slowed

» Carb intake is often continuous

e Result: lower absorption + higher osmotic load

Why “Too Many Carbs Per Hour"” Can Trigger OE
» Transporter saturation
» Inadequate sodium for glucose uptake
o Over-reliance on fructose
o Concentrated drinks

o Dehydration increasing luminal osmolarity

(4 22 Ways to Avoid Osmotic Effect in
Endurance Cycling

Fuel & Nutrition Strategy

1. Use mixed carb sources (glucose + fructose)
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Avoid single-source fructose overload

Prefer lower-osmolality drinks

Dilute drinks in hot conditions

Spread carb intake evenly, not in boluses

Favor solid or semi-solid carbs over gels if sensitive

Avoid sugar alcohols (sorbitol, xylitol)

. Avoid high-FODMAP foods pre-ride

. Keep fat and fiber low during rides

10. Practice fueling in training (gut adaptation)

Electrolytes & Fluids

1.

2
3.
4
S

Include sodium to support glucose absorption

. Match fluid intake to sweat rate

Avoid drinking plain water when carbs are concentrated

. Avoid hyper-concentrated “super fuel” mixes unless trained

. Don't stack gels without water

Timing & Physiology

N o oW N

Fuel earlier, not when already depleted

Reduce intake during hard efforts (climbs, surges)
Slow intake when HR is very high

Pause intake if bloating begins

Use smaller sips more often

Avoid new products on race day

. Manage heat stress aggressively (cooling reduces OE risk)

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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1. 22 Ways to Trigger an Osmotic Effect
(for Constipation)

Disclaimer:
The following are general physiological mechanisms, not a prescription. Chronic
constipation, unexplained bowel changes, or pain should be discussed with a
healthcare professional.
Osmotically Active Foods

. Foods high in fructose

. Foods high in lactose (if lactase-limited)

. Sugar alcohols (e.g., sorbitol from prunes)

. Fruit juices (especially apple or pear)

. Agave syrup

1
2
3
4
5. Honey
6
7. Dried fruits
8

. High-FODMAP foods

Osmotic Fiber & Carbs
1. Soluble fiber (draws water)
. Non-absorbed starches

. Resistant starch

2
3
4. Certain fiber supplements
5. Oat-based products

6

. Psyllium-type fibers

Minerals & Salts
1. Magnesium-containing supplements

2. Sulfate-rich mineral waters
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3. Sodium-rich meals with low water intake
Behavioral Factors

. Low fluid intake with carbs

. Large carb loads in one sitting

1
2
3. Sedentary posture after eating
4. Disrupting normal bowel timing
5

. Intentional use of osmotic laxatives (medical context)

Key Takeaway

Context Goal
Endurance cycling Minimize osmotic load for comfort & performance

Constipation Create controlled osmotic pull to soften stool

Same physiology—opposite goals.

If you want, | can:
o Translate this into a cyclist fueling checklist
e Help design a gut-safe carb strategy per hour
» Explain glucose vs fructose ratios visually
» Tailor this to hot-weather riding
Just tell me where you want to go next, Co-Pilot %
Copilot

An osmotic effect (OE) is what happens when a high concentration of solutes
(like sugars, electrolytes, or poorly absorbed carbs) pulls water into the intestine
through osmosis. Water moves toward the higher solute concentration to dilute it.
When this happens in the gut, the result is osmotic diarrhea, bloating, cramping,
or an urgent need to defecate.

This is a normal physiological mechanism, but in endurance sports it becomes a
performance-limiting problem.
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What the osmotic effect means physiologically

Core mechanism:

When a substance in the intestine cannot be absorbed quickly, it increases the
osmolarity of the intestinal contents. Water then flows from the bloodstream into
the gut lumen to balance the concentration difference. This extra water — loose
stools, urgency, diarrhea.

Key physiological contributors:

» High solute load (carbs, fructose, sugar alcohols, electrolytes) increases
intestinal osmolarity.

e Reduced gut blood flow during endurance exercise slows absorption and
weakens the intestinal barrier.

e Heat, dehydration, and stress hormones further impair absorption and speed
up motility.

» Multiple-transportable carbs (glucose + fructose) help reduce OE because
they use different transporters, but only if total intake stays within what the gut
can absorb.

This aligns with research showing that highly concentrated carbohydrate
solutions exert an osmotic effect and draw water into the bowel, causing watery
stools during exercise. biologyinsights.com

22 ways to avoid osmotic effect during
endurance cycling

These strategies reduce gut osmolarity, improve absorption, and protect gut blood

flow.

Carbohydrate concentration & timing

1. Keep drink mixes at 4-6% carbohydrate for hot conditions.

2. Avoid > 60-90 g carbs/hour unless you have trained your gut.

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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3. Use multiple transportable carbs (glucose + fructose) instead of single-
source sugars.

Avoid hypertonic gels without water.

4.
5. Space carb intake into small, frequent doses instead of large boluses.
6. Avoid fructose-only products, which are poorly absorbed.

7.

Avoid sugar alcohols (sorbitol, mannitol, xylitol) in bars or drinks.

Hydration strategy

1. Drink water with gels to keep osmolarity low.

2. Avoid starting a ride dehydrated.

3. Avoid overly salty drinks unless needed for extreme heat.

4. Use isotonic or slightly hypotonic drinks during high-intensity efforts.

Gut training & pre-ride preparation
1. Practice your race fueling in training (“gut training”).
2. Avoid large meals within 2-3 hours of riding.
3. Choose low-fiber, low-fat pre-ride meals.
4. Avoid new foods or supplements on race day.
5.

Reduce caffeine if you are sensitive to its motility-increasing effects.

Environmental & physiological factors
1. Manage heat stress with cooling strategies.

2. Avoid NSAIDs (ibuprofen, naproxen) before/during rides—they increase gut
permeability.

Maintain steady pacing—avoid sudden spikes that worsen gut ischemia.
Improve overall aerobic fitness, which improves splanchnic blood flow.

Avoid riding immediately after alcohol consumption.

A T

Use electrolytes appropriately, not excessively.
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22 ways to trigger an osmotic effect for
constipation relief

These are general mechanisms known to increase intestinal water content. If you
have constipation, it's important to consult a healthcare professional before trying
new strategies, especially if symptoms are persistent or severe.

Dietary osmotic agents

Increase sorbitol-rich fruits (prunes, pears, apples).

Use lactulose (a medical osmotic agent—only under medical guidance).
Use polyethylene glycol (PEG) if recommended by a clinician.

Increase magnesium-containing foods (beans, nuts, leafy greens).
Increase fructose intake (honey, certain fruits).

Consume sugar alcohols (sorbitol, mannitol, xylitol) in moderation.

Drink fruit juices (apple, pear, prune).
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Increase high-FODMAP foods (onions, garlic, wheat, legumes).

Hydration & fluid movement

1. Drink warm fluids in the morning.
2. Increase overall water intake.
3. Drink hypertonic sports drinks (sparingly).

4. Consume salty broths with carbs to increase osmolarity.

Fiber & bulk

1. Increase soluble fiber (oats, chia, psyllium).

2. Increase insoluble fiber (vegetables, whole grains).

3. Add resistant starch (cooled potatoes, green bananas).

4. Add inulin or FOS (prebiotic fibers).
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Behavioral & physiological triggers

Light post-meal walking to stimulate motility.

Warm abdominal compress to relax intestinal muscles.
Increase caffeine if tolerated.

Eat larger meals to trigger the gastrocolic reflex.

Use probiotics that increase short-chain fatty acids (which draw water).

2 T o A

. Increase spicy foods if they stimulate your gut.

If you want, | can also build:

e A personalized cycling fueling plan that minimizes osmotic risk
» A gut training protocol
e A comparison of carb sources and their osmotic load

Would you like a custom fueling plan based on your ride duration, intensity, and
heat conditions?

Claude

The Osmotic Effect: Physiological
Foundations

Core Concept

Osmosis is the movement of water across a semi-permeable membrane from an
area of lower solute concentration to an area of higher solute concentration.
The gut wall is precisely such a membrane. When the intestinal lumen contains a
higher concentration of dissolved particles (solutes) than the surrounding tissue
and bloodstream, water is pulled into the gut lumen rather than absorbed from it.
This is the osmotic effect (OE) — and in the Gl context, it means fluid rushes into
your intestines, distending them and triggering accelerated motility, cramping, and
diarrhea.

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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Key Physiological Mechanisms

Osmolality is measured in milliosmoles per kilogram (mOsm/kg). Blood plasma
sits at ~285-295 mOsm/kg. The intestine is exquisitely sensitive to deviations from
this isotonic baseline.

Transporters and saturation are central to the cycling-specific story. Glucose is
absorbed via the SGLT1 transporter (sodium-glucose co-transport) and fructose
via GLUTS. Each transporter has a maximum absorption rate — roughly 60g/hr for
glucose alone, and up to 90g/hr when glucose and fructose are combined in a
~2:1 ratio. When carbohydrate intake exceeds transporter capacity, unabsorbed
sugars remain in the lumen, dramatically raising osmolality and drawing water in.

The colon's role matters too. Unabsorbed carbohydrates that reach the large
intestine are fermented by bacteria, producing short-chain fatty acids and gas —
adding bloating and urgency on top of the fluid shift already underway.

22 Ways to AVOID the Osmotic Effect
(Endurance Cycling)

1. Stay within transporter capacity — cap glucose-only sources at ~60g/hr; use
dual-source (glucose + fructose 2:1) to safely reach 80-90g/hr

2. Train your gut progressively — practice high-carb fueling in training, not just
races; SGLT1 upregulates with repeated stimulus

3. Use isotonic or hypotonic formulations — choose drinks/gels engineered to
~270-300 mOsm/kg rather than hypertonic concentrates

4. Dilute gels properly — always chase concentrated gels with 150-200ml of
plain water to dilute the bolus entering the duodenum

5. Spread intake evenly — consume carbs every 20-30 minutes rather than
large boluses, preventing osmolality spikes

6. Prioritize maltodextrin over simple sugars — long-chain glucose polymers
have far fewer osmotic particles per gram of carbohydrate than free glucose
or sucrose

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Avoid fructose-heavy products — excess fructose overwhelms GLUTS5,
leaving free sugar in the lumen; keep the glucose:fructose ratio at 2:1 or higher

Limit sorbitol and sugar alcohols — these are poorly absorbed across the
entire Gl tract and are powerfully osmotic even in small amounts

Pre-hydrate appropriately — starting euhydrated keeps intestinal blood flow
high and absorption kinetics optimal

Moderate intensity before big feeds — at very high intensities (>85%
VO2max), splanchnic blood flow is severely reduced; fuel heavier at
moderate-intensity segments

Avoid hypertonic electrolyte drinks — high-sodium/high-mineral drinks
without adequate water can osmotically stress the gut independently of carbs

Choose real food with fiber buffers carefully — rice cakes and banana slow
gastric emptying and moderate the osmotic load; avoid high-fiber foods
during racing, however

Limit caffeine and NSAIDs on the bike — caffeine accelerates gastric
motility; NSAIDs compromise gut mucosal integrity, worsening osmotic
vulnerability

Test in heat before race day — heat redirects blood from the gut, raising OE
risk; adapt your fueling strategy to temperature

Avoid carbonated drinks under effort — CO: increases gastric pressure and
accelerates transit, worsening osmotic exposure in the small intestine

Respect fat and protein during effort — fat and protein slow gastric
emptying and compete with carb absorption at high doses; keep race
nutrition carb-dominant

Monitor urine color as a hydration proxy — pale yellow = adequate gut
perfusion; dark = gut ischemia risk, which worsens OE

Limit high-FODMAP foods 24 hours pre-ride — residual fermentable
substrates sensitize the gut before you even add race fuel

Use sodium co-transport strategically — sodium in your drink (500-
700mg/L) enhances SGLT1 glucose absorption, reducing luminal carb residue

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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20. Keep drink concentration <8% carbohydrate — beyond this threshold most

21.

22.

formulations become hypertonic and osmotically active

Avoid concentrated energy gels stacked with energy chews
simultaneously — doubling up carb formats without adequate water spikes
luminal osmolality acutely

Simulate race nutrition in long training blocks — gut adaptation (SGLT1
upregulation, increased villous surface area) requires months of deliberate
practice at race-level fueling

22 Ways to TRIGGER the Osmotic Effect
(For Constipation Relief)

These leverage the same physiology in reverse — deliberately raising luminal
osmolality to draw water into the colon, softening stool and stimulating motility.

1.

Osmotic laxatives (PEG/MiraLax) — polyethylene glycol is non-absorbed,
osmotically active, and draws water into the colon predictably and gently

. Magnesium citrate — a time-honored osmotic agent; Mg?+ is poorly absorbed

and pulls substantial fluid into the lumen

. Magnesium hydroxide (Milk of Magnesia) — same mechanism, widely

available OTC; effective at moderate doses without systemic absorption

. Lactulose — synthetic disaccharide the small intestine cannot absorb;

reaches the colon intact and draws water while feeding beneficial bacteria

. Sorbitol — found naturally in prunes/prune juice; poorly absorbed sugar

alcohol with strong osmotic effect in the colon

. Prune juice — delivers sorbitol plus dihydroxyphenyl isatin, a compound that

independently stimulates colonic motility

. High-dose Vitamin C (ascorbic acid) — at doses above ~2g, excess

ascorbate in the colon is osmotically active and reliably loosens stool

. Fructose in excess of GLUT5 capacity — large amounts of apple juice, pear

juice, or high-fructose foods deliver unabsorbed fructose to the colon

Al-03713 Osmotic Effect
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9.

10. Saline laxatives (sodium phosphate) — draw water rapidly into the gut; used

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Sugar-free products with polyols — xylitol, erythritol, mannitol in large
quantities are poorly absorbed and osmotically potent

medically for bowel prep (use with caution)

Large volumes of plain water on an empty stomach — dilutes the intestinal
contents, shifts the osmotic gradient transiently, and stimulates the
gastrocolic reflex

Black coffee, fasted — caffeine + chlorogenic acids stimulate motility AND
slightly increase intestinal secretion

High-dose magnesium glycinate at night — slower but cumulatively draws
water into the bowel over 6-8 hours

Lacto-fermented foods + prebiotics together — bacterial fermentation of
prebiotics produces osmotically active short-chain fatty acids and gas,
stimulating colonic contractions

Kiwifruit (2 per day) — contains actinidin (a proteolytic enzyme) and polyols
that increase colonic water content; well-supported by RCT evidence

Psyllium husk with abundant water — while primarily a bulking agent,
psyllium's gel matrix retains water osmotically in the colon

Warm salt water flush (with caution) — a hypertonic saline solution
overwhelms small intestinal absorption capacity, delivering an osmotic bolus
to the colon

Aloe vera juice (anthraquinone-rich forms) — contains anthraquinone
glycosides that increase colonic water secretion through osmotic and
secretory mechanisms

Glycerin suppositories — act locally and osmotically in the rectum, drawing
water in and lubricating simultaneously

Epsom salt (magnesium sulfate) dissolved in water — sulfate is poorly
absorbed; combined with Mg?*, the osmotic effect is fast and pronounced
(use sparingly)

High-carbohydrate intake on a low-transit gut — consuming large carb
loads (especially simple sugars) when sedentary and under-watered creates
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luminal osmotic pressure without the absorptive efficiency of exercise

22. MCT oil in significant doses — medium-chain triglycerides are rapidly
absorbed in the small intestine but at high doses (~30ml+) overwhelm
absorption and reach the colon, acting as both an osmotic and secretory

stimulus

The Unifying Principle

The osmotic effect is simply water following solutes. In cycling, the goal is to
keep luminal osmolality matched to plasma — isotonic, absorbed, fuel delivered
cleanly. For constipation, the goal is the opposite: deliberately exceed the colon's

absorptive capacity so water accumulates, stool softens, and motility is recruited.

Same physiology, opposite intent.
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