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Do | really need the global entry trusted traveler program ? My wife got hers and
wanted me to get one. When we entered at LAX immigration as us citizen, there
was no long line and it was just a camera taking and scanning faces and no more
interviews at the counter as before. Explain and enlighten me.

Compare Global Entry vs TSA precheck with cost and expiration.

What you experienced at LAX is exactly why this question is confusing right now
—U.S. airports have quietly gotten much faster even without Global Entry, thanks
to facial recognition and automated kiosks. So your instinct is valid: it can feel like
you don’t need it anymore.

But the key is this: what you saw is “baseline improved,” not the same as Global
Entry.

Let's break it down clearly.

> What you experienced at LAX (why lines
felt easy)

Airports like LAX now use:
» Facial recognition for U.S. citizens
¢ Automated passport checks
o Shorter lines depending on timing

So sometimes:
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You walk up - camera scan — done
That can feellike Global Entry—but it's not guaranteed.
Without Global Entry, you're still:
e In the regular immigration queue
e Subject to peak-time backups
o Still possibly routed to an officer

Global Entry = you skip almost all of that consistently.

<A Global Entry vs TSA PreCheck (simple

comparison)
Feature TSA PreCheck Global Entry
Purpose Faster security (departure) Faster immigration (arrival)
Works for Domestic + outbound flights International return to U.S.
Includes PreCheck? ¢ No 4 Yes
Cost ~$78-$85 $120
Validity 5 years 5 years
Interview required Yes (easier) Yes (stricter)

Global Entry = PreCheck + immigration fast-track

+ So...do you actually need Global Entry?

Scenario 1— You travel internationally often
(3-4+ times/year)

Yes, it's worth it
Why:

» You skip long immigration lines (this is where the real time savings is)
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o Works at most major airports consistently

¢ Includes TSA PreCheck anyway

Scenario 2 — You rarely travel

internationally
Probably NOT worth it
Why:
e You won't use the main benefit (re-entry)

o TSA PreCheck alone gives most of the convenience

Scenario 3 — Your exact situation
(important nuance)
You said:

e LAX entry was fast

* Noline

o Face scan only
Here's the reality:

You got a best-case scenario

But at:

« JFK at 7pm

e Miami during cruise arrivals

o Holiday travel surges
You can still hit:

e 30-90 minute immigration lines

Global Entry = insurance against those worst cases.
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11 Honest cost-benefit thinking
Global Entry costs:
e $120/ 5 years = $24/year
So the real question is:
Is avoiding even ONE bad 60-90 min immigration line worth $24/year?
For most frequent travelers: yes

For occasional travelers: no

¢y Key insight most people miss
You don't buy Global Entry for:

> average days

You buy it for:

"4 worst-case airport chaos

»; My grounded recommendation (based
on your situation)
Given:

e You travel between TX / NYC / international (you mentioned Cebu)

» You're mobile and active traveler

You're actually the ideal Global Entry user

Even if LAX felt easy, other airports won't always be.

Simple decision rule

o Domestic traveler only - TSA PreCheck
e International traveler (even a few times/year) — Global Entry

o Already debating it - just get Global Entry (covers both)
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If you want, | can go deeper and tell you:
e Which airports benefit most (huge difference)
e How to skip the interview using “Enrollment on Arrival”

e Whether your credit cards can reimburse it (many do)

Al-03767 Global Entry vs TSA Precheck



