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Tags Problem

Created time

I now have a 2TB Google One account and I want to upload my lifetime

collection of photographs from 1991-2026.  The pictures are inside a folder with

the naming convention of "19910101-USArmyKorea, 19910502-USArmyFtHood"

scheme. What is the best known method to organize my photos (roughly 77k) in

Google Photos. Provide a step by step procedure.

The single most critical thing to understand about Google Photos before uploading

your 77k images is this: Google Photos completely ignores your computer's local

folder structures.

If you use a bulk background uploader or drag your main parent folder into the

browser, Google Photos will strip away your meticulously named folders ( 19910101-

USArmyKorea , etc.). It will dump all 77,000 images into one massive, flat chronological

timeline based strictly on the metadata (EXIF data) embedded in the image files. If

your older scanned photos lack this embedded date metadata, they will simply

show up under the date you uploaded them, creating a massive sorting headache.

To preserve your chronological and event-based organization, the Best Known

Method (BKM) is to upload folder-by-folder directly into corresponding Google

Photos Albums.

Here is the exact step-by-step procedure to execute this efficiently.

Phase 1: Preparation (The 1-2 Pass)
Because you are dealing with a large catalog, doing a quick triage on your local

drive before uploading will save you storage space, bandwidth, and curation time

later.

Filter Duplicates: Run a local deduplication tool (like Czkawka or AllDup) on

your root photo folder to strip out exact copies.

June 13, 2026 4:36 PM

AI-03931 Google Photo Howto 1



Fix Known "Undated" Subfolders: If you have folders containing old scans or

downloaded images that you know lack camera metadata, don't worry about

fixing the files individually right now. Your folder naming convention

( YYYYMMDD-... ) will act as your fallback safety net during the upload phase.

Phase 2: The Direct-to-Album Upload Method
Do not use background backup apps for this initial migration. Instead, use the web

interface via a stable desktop browser. Google Photos allows you to create an

album simultaneously during a bulk file selection.

1.Open Google Photos and Initiate Upload:

Step 1.

Open your browser, navigate to photos.google.com, and log into your 2TB

account. Click the Create button (the +  icon) at the top right, and select Album.

2.Name the Album:

Step 2.

Type or paste the exact name of your first folder (e.g., 19910101-USArmyKorea ) into the

title field. This ensures your local naming convention translates perfectly into the

cloud.

3.Select and Add Photos:

Step 3.

Click Add photos, then choose Select from computer. Navigate into that specific

local folder, select all images inside it ( Ctrl+A  or Cmd+A ), and click open.

4.Verify and Repeat:

Step 4.

Wait for the batch upload confirmation at the bottom left. Once completed, click

the checkmark at the top left to save the album. Return to the main screen and

repeat the process for the next folder.

Why This Method Works Best:

Duplicate Prevention: If an image fails or the browser cuts out mid-upload,

repeating the step will not cause duplicates. Google Photos recognizes
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identical file signatures and skips duplicates seamlessly.

Instant Sorting: Even if your 1991 files lack embedded camera dates and

register on the main timeline as today's date, they will be perfectly organized

and isolated inside their designated 19910101-USArmyKorea  album.

Phase 3: Post-Migration Optimization
Once your structure is safely mirrored into Albums, you can leverage Google

Photos’ underlying database mechanics to clean up metadata.

Correcting Batch Dates for Old Scans

If an entire album (like a batch of 1991 scans) displays the wrong year on your

main timeline:

1. Open that specific Album.

2. Click the three dots (More Options) at the top right and choose Edit Album.

3. Select all photos, click the three dots again, and choose Edit date & time.

4. Select Shift dates & times or Set one date & time to instantly shift the entire

batch to January 1, 1991. This fixes their position on your main chronological

timeline without affecting their album organization.

A Note on Google Drive: Do not upload these to Google Drive expecting them

to sync cleanly to Google Photos. Google severed the automatic

synchronization between Drive and Photos to prevent accidental deletions.

Uploading to Drive will only consume your 2TB quota a second time if you try to

pull them over later.

From 1991-2026, there are at least 12 subfolder per year, Can I just create an

album with top folder as year ie. 1991, 1992,1993 ... , then drop all folders with

pictures named 19910101-USArmyKorea, 19910502-USArmyFtHood in the 1991

Album.

Yes, you can absolutely do that.

However, before you drop everything into 35 massive "Year" albums, you need to

know exactly how Google Photos will handle that action, because Google Photos

does not support subfolders or "nested albums".
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Here is what will happen mechanically if you drag multiple event folders into a

single year album, and the best way to execute it.

What Happens Shock-Value Workflow
If you create an album named 1991  and drag both your 19910101-USArmyKorea  and 

19910502-USArmyFtHood  local folders into it:

1. The Folders Vanish: Google Photos strips the folder names completely.

2. The Photos Flatten: All files from both folders are dumped into a single pool

inside the 1991  album.

3. Chronological Sorting: Inside that album, Google will automatically sort the

pictures by their internal photo metadata (EXIF creation date).

If your photos have accurate internal metadata, the Korea photos will naturally sit

at the top of the album, and the Ft. Hood photos will sit below them. They just

won't have a visible divider or folder title separating them anymore.

The Catch-22: The "Undated" Scan Problem
If these older photos from 1991–1996 are digital scans or digitized files that do not

have embedded camera metadata, Google Photos will read their creation date as

the day they were digitized or modified on your PC.

If you drop them all into a 1991  album, a scanned photo from January 1991 and a

scanned photo from May 1991 might get completely mixed together out of order,

because Google Photos doesn't know which one is which without the folder name

to guide it.

The Best Compromise Workflow
If you want to stick to Year-Only Albums to save time (managing ~35 albums

instead of 400+ subfolders), follow this modified procedure to ensure your events

don't get mixed up:

Step 1: Upload One Event Folder at a Time into the Year Album

Don't drag all 12 folders at once. Do them one by one into the same album.
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Open your 1991  Album.

Click Add Photos -> Select from computer.

Open your 19910101-USArmyKorea  folder, select all, and upload.

Step 2: Batch-Date Immediately (Safety Net)

The moment that specific folder finishes uploading, Google Photos will show a

pop-up at the bottom left saying "X items added to album". Click "Edit" right next

to it immediately.

Change the date of all those specific files to 1991-01-01 .

Click save.

Step 3: Move to the Next Folder

Remaining inside the 1991  album, click Add Photos again.

Select all files inside 19910502-USArmyFtHood  and upload.

Hit Edit on the upload pop-up and batch-change their dates to 1991-05-02 .

The Result:

By spending an extra 10 seconds per folder to force a batch date during the

upload sequence, Google Photos' natural chronological sorting will perfectly

segregate your events inside the Year album. Your Korea photos will cleanly

occupy the early part of the album timeline, and your Ft. Hood photos will occupy

the later part, completely unmixed.

I synchronized my iOS Photos (iCloud to Google) and I cannot determine where

the root folder is of the synchronization, I can see in the Recently Added, any

help?  

The reason you cannot find a "root folder" for your iCloud-to-Google Photos

synchronization is the core design philosophy of Google Photos: Google Photos

does not have a folder directory system.

Unlike Google Drive, Dropbox, or a traditional hard drive, Google Photos operates

as a single, flat library database.
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[ Your Entire Photo Library ] 

   └── Synced iCloud Photos (Dumped directly into the main timeline by date)

   └── Directly Uploaded Photos (Dumped directly into the main timeline by date)

When you turn on synchronization between iOS/iCloud and Google Photos, there

is no designated "destination folder." Google Photos simply scans your phone's

camera roll and copies the images straight into your main, unorganized timeline.

Because it organizes everything strictly by the date the photo was originally taken,

a photo from 2012 synced from your iPhone today will not show up at the top of

your main photos feed—it will be buried back in 2012.

Here is how you can track down, isolate, and manage those synchronized files.

3 Ways to Find and Isolate Your Synced iOS Photos
Since there is no root folder, you have to use specific metadata filters to see

exactly what just came over from your iPhone.

1. The "Recently Added" Filter (Your Best Option)

You already found this, and it is the only true way to see files in the order they

were uploaded rather than the date they were taken.

On Desktop: Go to photos.google.com/search/tra

Why it matters: This groups your photos by the exact date and time they hit

Google's servers. If your iOS sync uploaded 5,000 photos yesterday, they will

all be grouped together here under "Today" or "Yesterday," regardless of

whether the pictures were taken in 1991 or 2026. You can select them in bulk

from this screen to add them to a specific album.

2. Search by Apple Device Metadata

Google Photos parses the camera metadata of every file. If you want to see every

photo synced from your iPhone:

Click the search bar at the top of Google Photos.

Type your specific iPhone model (e.g., "iPhone 13 Pro" or just "iPhone").

Google will instantaneously filter your entire library to show only the photos

captured by and synced from that iOS device.
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3. Apple's Official "Transfer a Copy of Your Data" Tool

If you used Apple’s privacy website ( privacy.apple.com ) to request a direct iCloud-

to-Google Photos transfer, Apple handles the organization slightly differently:

Look at your Albums tab in Google Photos.

Apple’s automated transfer tool attempts to convert your existing iCloud

Albums into Google Photos Albums.

They will usually appear prefixed with the word "iCloud" or match your

custom iPhone album names exactly. However, any photos in your iOS

"Recents" or "Camera Roll" that weren't in a specific album will still just dump

straight into the main flat timeline.

How to Prevent Your 1991-2026 Project from Getting
Mixed Up
Because your iOS photos are now actively syncing into the main timeline, it is

more important than ever to use the "Direct-to-Album" upload method we

discussed for your 77k historical photo collection.

If you just drop your 1991 PC folders into the general upload bucket, your 1991

Army photos will mingle with any old 1991 photos synced from your family's iOS

devices. Uploading them folder-by-folder directly into dedicated Year or Event

Albums is your only defense against the two syncing sources overlapping into a

chaotic mess.

I think I just opened a "can of worms"!  Okay, let me digest all the tips given. I

want to create a specific album for each subject I want to organize, what are the

BKM for each subject search?  I tried "Merida" (my hometown) or "cycling,

bike" and I was okay with the result query. Tell me if this is the BKM.

You haven’t just opened a can of worms—you’ve actually stumbled directly into 

Google Photos' superpower.

Using search queries to build your albums is absolutely the Best Known Method

(BKM) for handling a massive library. Because Google Photos is an AI-driven

database rather than a file manager, typing keywords is vastly more efficient than

scrolling through 77,000 photos manually.
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However, to get the absolute cleanest results for your albums without missing

hidden gems or including "noise," you want to graduate from basic searches to 

Advanced Query Syntax.

Here is the BKM playbook for searching and organizing by your specific subjects.

1. The BKM for Location Searches: "Merida"
Google parses GPS data embedded in phone photos, but it also uses visual AI to

recognize landmarks (like local architecture, churches, or distinct geography) for

scanned photos without GPS.

The Problem: Searching "Merida" might pull up a trip to Merida, Mexico, or

photos of someone named Merida.

The BKM Advanced Search: Combine the location with a time frame or a

person to narrow it down.

Query: Merida 2024  or Merida hometown

Map View Hack: On the mobile app or web, go to the Search tab and click 

Map. You can visually zoom into your specific hometown, and Google will

isolate only the photos taken inside that geographic boundary. You can

select them all right there and dump them into a "Merida Hometown"

album.

2. The BKM for Hobby Searches: "Cycling, Bike"
Google’s visual object recognition is incredibly precise, but it can be literal. "Bike"

might bring up a motorcycle or a stationary gym bike.

The BKM Advanced Search: Use Boolean Operators (AND, OR, NOT) or

specific gear keywords to refine the results. Google Photos supports hidden

search logic:

To capture everything: cycling OR bicycle OR bike

To find specific types: gravel bike  or road bike

To isolate the action: riding bicycle  (this filters out static photos of just a

bike leaning against a wall).
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3. The BKM for People & Faces (Crucial for 77k Photos)
Do not try to type names into the search bar if you haven't tagged them yet.

The BKM Workflow:

1. Go to the Search tab and look at the row of faces under People & Pets.

2. Click on a face (e.g., your wife, your children, or yourself in uniform).

3. Label that face with a name (e.g., "Britta").

4. Once labeled, you can run powerful combination searches like: Britta AND 

Merida  (instantly shows every photo of your wife in your hometown) or 

Myself AND Army  (isolates your military years).

The Ultimate BKM Action Plan for Creating the Albums
When you are ready to turn these search results into permanent albums, do it in

this exact order to prevent massive scrolling:

1.Execute the Refined Search:

Pass 1.

Type your advanced query into the search bar (e.g., gravel bike OR cycling ). Review

the results to make sure it looks accurate.

2.Bulk Select Using the Checkmark Shortcut:

Pass 2.

Hover over the very first photo in the results and click the small checkmark circle

in its top-left corner. Scroll down to the bottom of the results, hold down the Shift

key on your keyboard, and click the checkmark of the last photo. This highlights

thousands of photos instantly.

3.Bind to a New Album:

Pass 3.

With all the photos highlighted, click the +  (Add to / Create) icon at the top right

of the screen. Select Album -> New Album, and title it (e.g., "Endurance

Cycling").
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Pro Tip on "Live Albums": If you are creating an album for a person (like a

family member), Google Photos allows you to create an Automatically

Updating Album. When creating the album, select "Automatically add photos of

selected people." As you upload your historical 1991–2026 files, Google will

scan the faces in the background and automatically sort them into that person's

album without you lifting a finger.
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